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Sociology Faculty

Information about faculty research and teaching specialties can be found on the
departmentÕs website: www.gwu.edu/~soc

Fran Buntman
Office:  PHIL 409G
Campus Phone:  (202) 994-7465
Email:  fbuntman@gwu.edu

William Chambliss
Office:  PHIL 409B
Campus Phone:  (202) 994-6899
Email:  chamblis@gwu.edu

Robert Cottrol
Office:  Old Main 406A
Campus Phone:  (202) 994-5023
Email:  bcottrol@main.nlc.gwu.edu

Pamela Davidson
Office:  PHIL 409E
Campus Phone:  (202) 994-1129
E-mail:  pdavidso@gwu.edu

Cynthia Deitch
Office:  837 22nd Street
Campus Phone:  (202) 994-7438
Email:  deitch@gwu.edu

Daina Eglitis
Office:  PHIL 409I
Campus Phone:  (202) 994-1515
Email:  dainas@gwu.edu

Ivy Kennelly
Office:  PHIL 409H
Campus Phone:  (202) 994-1886
Email:  kennelly@gwu.edu

Charis Kubrin
Office:  PHIL 409F
Campus Phone:  (202) 994-6349
Email:  charisk@gwu.edu

Virag Molnar
Arriving Fall 2006

Honey Nashman
Office:  Rome 456
Campus Phone:  (202) 994-6167
Email:  hnashman@gwu.edu

Mary Anne Saunders
Office:  PHIL 457
Campus Phone:  (202) 994-6210
Email:  map@gwu.edu

Gregory Squires
Office:  PHIL 409J
Campus Phone:  (202) 994-6894
Email:  squires@gwu.edu

Lisa Torres
Office:  PHIL 409C
Campus Phone:  (202) 994-0266
E-mail:  torres@gwu.edu

Steven Tuch
Office:  PHIL 409A
Campus Phone:  (202) 994-7466
E-mail:  steve@gwu.edu

Ronald Weitzer
Office:  PHIL 409D
Campus Phone:  (202) 994-6895
E-mail:  weitzer@gwu.edu
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Key Personnel

Chair :  Gregory Squires (squires@gwu.edu), 202-994-6894

Executive Aide:  Octavia Kelsey (okelseyg@gwu.edu), 202-994-6345

Graduate Director:  Mary Anne Saunders (map@gwu.edu), 202-994-6210

The Graduate Committee (in the Sociology Dept) is responsible for making admissions
and financial aid decisions and for dealing with academic issues as they pertain to the
MA programs in Sociology and Criminal Justice.  The Graduate Committee consists of
two members:

Mary Anne Saunders
Graduate Director
Email:  map@gwu.edu
(202) 994-7466, Office: Phillips 409A

Fran Buntman
Email:  fbuntman@gwu.edu
(202) 994-7465, Office: Phillips 409G

The Graduate School:  Other issues are typically dealt with by the Graduate School; you
can contact them at (202) 994-6210 or go to columbian.gwu.edu, select "Graduate" at
the top and then on the left hand side are several options.  One heading is "Graduate
Student Information" and one option under that is "Theses and Dissertations." 

Advisors: There are two stages: (1) All incoming graduate students will be assigned a
faculty Advisor at the beginning of their first semester at GWU.  Students should meet
with their Advisor early in their first semester to discuss their program of studies and any
questions about the graduate program. (2) Once a student has formed a Thesis Committee
(composed of a faculty Director & Reader), the thesis Director becomes the studentÕs
new Advisor.  Criminal Justice students who opt not to do a thesis retain their original
Advisor.
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MA in Sociology
Required Courses

Methods
Soc 230:  Methods

Soc 231:  Data Analysis

ONE of the following
Soc 232:  Qualitative
Methodology

Soc 240:  Field
Research in
Organizational Settings

Theory
Soc 238:  Development
of Sociological Theory

Soc 239:  Modern
Sociological Theory

Thesis
Soc 299:  Thesis
Research

Soc 300:  Thesis
Research

Major Field*
Two Courses

Minor Field*
One Course

Electives
Any two other courses

Other Departments
With the consent of your
advisor, one graduate course
in a related department or
program can be used for
either one of the major
courses or for the minor
course requirement.

* Fields of Concentration
The following courses may satisfy requirements for the three available major and minor
fields in Sociology:

Stratification
Soc 245:  Race
Relations
Soc 246:  Comparative
Race and Ethnicity
Soc 248:  Race and
Urban Redevelopment
Soc 252:  Selected
Topics*
Soc 263:  Race and
Crime
Soc 265:  Women,
Welfare, and Poverty
Soc 268:  Race, Gender,
and Class
Soc 271:  Gender and
Society
Soc 273:  The Sex
Industry
Soc 286:  The Law of
Race and Slavery

Urban Sociology
Soc 248:  Race and
Urban Redevelopment
Soc 250:  Urban
Sociology
Soc 252:  Selected
Topics*
PSci 211: Urban
Politics
PSci 212: Urban Policy
Problems
Geog 243: Urban
Geography

Criminology
Soc 258:  Deviance and
Control
Soc 259:  Criminology
Soc 260:  Special Topics
in Criminal Justice
Soc 262:  American
Corrections
Soc 263:  Race and
Crime
Soc 264:  Organized
Crime
Soc 273:  The Sex
Industry

*Depending on course
content.
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MA in Criminal Justice
Required Courses

Requirements include: 3 Research Methods courses, 2 Criminal Justice courses, 2
Forensic Sciences courses, 5 Elective courses, and either a thesis or a comprehensive
examination.

Research Methods
Soc 230:  Methods

Soc 231:  Data Analysis

One of the following:
Soc 232:  Qualitative
Methodology

Soc 240:  Field Research
in Organizational Settings

Criminal Justice
Soc 258:  Deviance &
Control

Soc 259:  Criminology

Forensic Science
FS 221:  Criminal Law I

FS 222: Criminal Law II

Electives (5 courses)*
Any Forensic Science
course(s)

Soc 260:  Special Topics
in Criminal Justice

Soc 262:  American
Corrections

Soc 263:  Race & Crime

Soc 264: Organized Crime

Soc 266: Gender &
Criminal Justice

*Electives:  A minimum of 1 course must be taken from Forensic Science (any course) or
Criminal Justice (from the above list)Ñe.g., 1 Criminal Justice course & 4 Forensic Sciences
courses; 2 CJ-3 FS; 3 CJ-2 FS; 4 CJ-1 FS.

A course at one of the other Consortium universities in the Washington, DC area may be used as an
Elective, but only if there is no comparable course offered at GWU and contingent on the permission of the
Graduate Director in the Sociology Department and the Dean of the Graduate School (a petition is
required).

A Comprehensive Examination or a Thesis is required:
Comprehensive Examination: Written examination covering required research methods and
criminal justice coursework.
MasterÕs Thesis: Substitute Soc 299 & 300 (Thesis Research) for two elective courses.

NOTE:  Many Forensic Sciences courses require substantial science background, especially chemistry, and
should be avoided unless you have strong science training.  Recommended courses that are not science-
based include FS 214 (Forensic Psychiatry), FS 254 (Terrorism), FS 254 (Homicide Investigation), FS 254
(Child Abuse Investigation), FS 261 (Forensic Pathology).  It is also recommended that students take
Criminal Law I and II during their second year.
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MA in Criminal Justice: Comprehensive Examination

Format:  2 essay questions, take-home, typed, double-spaced, 11 or 12 point type size.
Maximum length = 40 pages (not including references).

Questions:
(1) One question on research methods:  Students will be given a question that tests their

knowledge of both qualitative and quantitative methods.  (10-15 pages)
(2) One question on a criminal justice:  Students will be given a question that tests their

knowledge of theory, empirical studies, and/or criminal law. (20-25 pages)

Timing:  Exam to be taken during studentÕs final semester in program, but no later than
the 11th week of classes in that semester.

 Exams should be taken during the regular academic year, and only under unusual
circumstances would an exam be administered during the summer.

 Students receive exam questions at 12 noon on a Thursday and return it by 12
noon the following Monday.

Administration :
 Students are responsible for contacting their Advisor (early in their final semester)

to initiate the exam process.
 Advisors will coordinate the exam, by appointing faculty to write and read

questions and determining when the exam will be taken.
 A faculty member will be appointed to write one question, and he or she will also

read and evaluate that question.  A second faculty member will be appointed to
read and evaluate the same question.

 No faculty member will be asked to write/read more than one question per exam,
unless a question needs to be retaken by the student.

 Grades for each question are as follows: High Pass, Pass, Conditional Pass,or
Fail.

 Students who receive a Conditional Pass on any question will be required to
revise their answer in response to the readersÕ criticisms. A passing grade will be
contingent on successful revision of the problematic answer (successful revision
will result in a grade of High Pass or Pass on that question). Unsuccessful
revision will result in a grade of Fail on that question, which will require
answering a new, substitute question.

 Students who receive, on any question, a grade of Fail will be required to answer
a new, substitute question.

 If a student Fails a question on the second attempt, the student fails the exam and
is terminated from the program.

 Students who retake a question must do so by the last week of classes in their
final semester.

 In order to receive a High Pass on the entire exam, the student must receive a
High Pass on both questions.
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Masters Thesis Guidelines and Deadlines

Below is a set of guidelines to assist MA students regarding their thesis.  These guidelines are
designed to help students and faculty work through the thesis process in a timely, organized
manner.  None of this applies to Criminal Justice students who opt to do a comprehensive exam
in lieu of a thesis.

1)  Choosing a Thesis Topic, Director, and Reader

We recommend that students take Soc. 230 (Research Methods) in their first semester in the
program, which should help them decide whether they want to do a thesis using quantitative or
qualitative data.  We also recommend that Soc. 232 (or 240) and Soc. 231 be taken during the
studentÕs first year.

Students should choose their Thesis Director prior to the end of their first year of the MA
program.  In order to go about choosing a Director, students are encouraged to meet with
sociology faculty whose research areas correspond to their topics of interest.  In order to decide
who to approach, consult the Sociology DepartmentÕs website, which includes a description of
each professorÕs research interests and recent publications.  Meeting with faculty members to
discuss thesis ideas will help students refine a specific research question, and also help them
decide which faculty member would be the most appropriate to work with on their thesis.

Once a Thesis Director is chosen, the student should decide on a Reader from among the
sociology faculty.  The Reader plays a more limited role in the thesis process, but should be
involved from the beginning.

 Once a Thesis Director is chosen, he or she becomes the studentÕs academic
Advisor, replacing the studentÕs originally assigned Advisor.  The Executive Aide
in the sociology department should immediately be notified of the studentÕs new
Advisor.

2) Suggested MA Proposal Deadlines

The following list of deadlines is suggested:
• Students planning to graduate in May should have their thesis proposal completed by

early in the Fall Semester of the previous year, at the latest;
• Those planning to graduate by December should have their thesis proposal completed

early in the Spring Semester of that year (January or February).

If students are collecting primary data from human subjects (interview, surveys, observations),
they are strongly encouraged to have their thesis proposal completed one year prior to the
graduation date because their project will have to be reviewed by the Office of Human Research.

See the GW Graduate Student Handbook and the Office of Human Research (OHR) website,
http://www.gwumc.edu/research/human.htm.  If the thesis involves research on people (such as
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interviewing, observing, questionnaires, focus groups, etc.) you must complete several forms and
prepare a submission packet for OHR review.  The instructions and necessary forms for a non-
medical review may be downloaded from: www.gwumc.edu/research/human/nmohrforms.htm.
You may contact OHR at (202) 994-2715 if you have questions.

For student projects, they usually try to process the forms quickly, but there is no guarantee.  So it
is best to get the materials in for review in a timely manner.  As indicated in the Handbook and on
the website, failure to obtain Human Subjects approval could result in the University requiring
the student to redo the thesis, with newly-collected data.

NOTE that the IRB approval process cannot begin until you have gotten approval from your
thesis advisor, which depends on completion of, at the minimum, the Research Methods section
of your thesis proposal.  Some students have tried to get IRB approval prior to getting their thesis
advisor's approval on the Methods section of their thesis proposal, which is putting the cart before
the horse!

 After the thesis proposal has been approved by the Thesis Director and
Reader, the student should ask the Director to complete the Thesis Topic
Approval Form, and then submit the form to the Executive Aide.  This form
is submitted after the thesis proposal has been approved, not when the thesis
is completed.

3)  Meeting with Thesis Director

Each student is required to meet with her/his Thesis Director at least once a month to report
her/his progress on the research.  The student should also meet with the Reader periodically.
However, all of these meetings must be completed prior to the summer months, unless the
director and reader are available to work with the student during the summer.

4) Thesis Completion Timeline

The student will turn in drafts of the thesis to his/her Director throughout the semester prior to the
anticipated graduation date.  The Director's evaluation of these drafts will determine whether
graduation may occur on course or need to be delayed.  Six weeks before the appropriate deadline
for graduation, the student must submit a completed draft of the thesis to her/his director, who
will then provide feedback to the student within approximately two weeks upon receiving the
draft.  The student will then be required to revise the thesis accordingly and provide a draft of the
thesis to the reader at least three weeks in advance of graduation.  The reader will provide
feedback within approximately two weeks upon receipt of the thesis.  The student will then be
required to make revisions prior to the graduation deadline.  Keep in mind that most faculty are
less available to work with students during the summer.

The student is strongly encouraged to hand in drafts of sections of her/his thesis to the director
throughout the course of her/his research.  It is up to the director, student, and reader as to when
the reader becomes involved.  However, it is strongly encouraged that the reader be informed of
the studentÕs progress when the thesis is about halfway completed.
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Deadline* Task
6 weeks prior to final thesis deadline set by
CCAS

Student delivers thesis to thesis Director.

4 weeks prior to final thesis deadline set by
CCAS

Director gives feedback to student on the
draft.

3 weeks prior to final thesis deadline set by
CCAS

Student delivers revised thesis to Director
and Reader.

2 weeks prior to final thesis deadline set by
CCAS

Director and Reader provide feedback on
the draft.

Final thesis deadline set by CCAS Student makes final revisions, Director and
Reader approve final version, and student
submits thesis to the graduate school.

*NOTE:  These deadlines must be met before the summer unless otherwise approved by
your director.

5) Deadlines

Deadlines for submitting thesis to Graduate School:

 May 1 Ð for Spring graduation.
 August 15 Ð for Summer graduation.
 January 15 Ð for Fall graduation.

These deadlines are fixed and a thesis cannot be submitted after these dates if the student
wishes to graduate in the respective semester.

 The student delivers TWO UNBOUND COPIES of the thesis to the Graduate
School (107 Phillips Hall), ONE BOUND COPY to the Thesis Director, and
ONE BOUND COPY to the Executive Aide for deposit in the departmentÕs
conference room.   The thesis must be formatted according to GW guidelines:
<<http://www.columbian.gwu.edu/grad>>.

 After the final version of the thesis has been approved by the studentÕs Thesis
Director and Reader, the Director completes the Thesis Sign-Off Form and
transmits the form to the Executive Aide.
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6) Further Information

The key documents you should be sure to consult are:

• GW Graduate Student Handbook
• GW Information Concerning Masters Theses and Doctoral Dissertations.

Both the GW Graduate Student Handbook and GW Information Concerning Masters
Theses and Doctoral Dissertations are posted online at
www.columbian.gwu.edu/grad/studentinfo.php and hard copies are available in Phillips
107.

THE UNIVERSITY HOLDS STUDENTS RESPONSIBLE FOR FOLLOWING THE GUIDELINES AND

MEETING THE DEADLINES SPECIFIED IN THESE DOCUMENTS.  Be sure to read the rules and
requirements about registering for ÒContinuing ResearchÓ (CR).1

*  *  *  *  *

Membership in Professional Associations

We recommend that Sociology majors become members of the American Sociological
Association (www.asanet.org) and that Criminal Justice majors become members of the
American Society of Criminology (www.asc41.com).  These are the premier professional
organizations in their respective fields.

Other important associations include the Society for the Study of Social Problems
(www.sssp1.org), the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences (www.acjs.org), and the Urban
Affairs Association (www.udel.edu/ua).

The local association is the District of Columbia Sociological Society (www.thesociologist.org),
which we also recommend joining (only $10).

                                                  
1 If student has completed all course work and including thesis credits (Soc 299 & 300), but is still working
on the thesis (or other incompletes), he or she must register and pay for one CR credit every fall and spring
semester until graduation.  With fees, this will cost about $850/semester.  However, if a student graduates
in the summer, he or she can register for Continuous Enrollment (CE), which costs about $35.
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Helpful Websites for Graduate Students

University Sites
CCAS Academic Calendar
http://www.gwu.edu/~ccas/calen.html

CCAS Academic Directory
http://www.gwu.edu/~ccas/direct.html

CCAS Coordinator List
http://www.gwu.edu/~ccas/coordlist.htm
l

CCAS Grad Support Site, GTA info, etc.
http://home.gwu.edu/~moses/gradsupp/fr
ont.htm

CCAS Graduate Regulations
http://www.gwu.edu/~bulletin/grad/csas.
html

CCAS Graduate Student Handbook
http://www.gwu.edu/~ccas/handbook.ht
ml

CCAS Graduate Student Information
http://www.gwu.edu/~ccas/gstud.html

CCAS Graduate Student Support
http://home.gwu.edu/~moses/gradsupp.h
tm

CCAS Theses and Dissertations
http://www.gwu.edu/~ccas/thesis.html

GWU Academic Calendar
http://www.gwu.edu/ac.html

GWU Graduate Rules and Regulations
http://www.gwu.edu/~bulletin/grad/unrg
.html

GWU Off-Campus Housing
http://gwired.gwu.edu/och/;

GWU On-Campus Parking for Students
http://www.parking.gwu.edu/parking/stp
.htm

GWU Schedule of Classes
http://www.gwu.edu/~schedule

GWU Site for setting up E-mail
Accounts
http://www.gwu.edu/~virtual/accounts/

GWU University Bulletin
http://www.gwu.edu/~bulletin/

Other Sites

American Sociological Association
www.asanet.org

Society for the Study of Social Problems
www.sssp1.org

American Society of Criminology
www.asc41.com

Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences
www.acjs.org

Urban Affairs Association
www.udel.edu/ua

District of Columbia Sociological Society
www.thesociologist.org

National Institute of Justice (the research
branch of the Justice Department)
www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij
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Forms

The following forms, which are required, are available from the Executive Aide in
the Sociology Dept:

Program of Study Form.  Submitted prior to the end of the second semester of
residence

(A new Program of Study form must be completed any time a student wishes to
replace a required course with another course.)

 You may change your Program of Studies as long as required courses are met, but
if you do you must submit a ÒChange of Program of StudiesÓ form to your
Advisor.

Thesis Topic Approval Form.  Submitted upon approval of thesis topic by Thesis
Director and Reader, and prior to registration for thesis research (SOC 299/300).  Form is
completed by Thesis Director and submitted to Executive Aide.

Thesis Sign-Off Form.  Submitted by the date announced in the University Calendar.
Deadlines are listed on page 8 above.  Form is completed by the Thesis Director and
submitted to Executive Aide.

Graduation Clearance Form.  Submitted at the end of the semester in which the
student intends to graduate.  This form is completed by the studentÕs faculty Advisor, not
the student, after completion of all course requirements and after successful completion
of thesis or comprehensive exam.  Advisor signs the form, and then transmits it to the
Graduate Director, Mary Anne Saunders, who signs the form and transmits it to the
Graduate School.


