Declassification Anomalies

Document 12 in this briefing book includes a near-final draft of the
April 16, 1992 Defense Planning Guidance that Secretary Cheney
Issued in January 1993 in declassified form as the “Regional Defense
Strategy” (see Document 15). Much of the language in the two
documents is identical or nearly so. Nevertheless, the version of the
April 16 draft as released by the Defense Department included
excised words and phrases—such as Israel, Japan, India, Pakistan,
and North Korean nuclear program—that later appeared in the
unclassified strategy document. To illustrate this, the Archive has
produced an edited version of Document 12, with the excised
language filled in. Not all of the words and phrases that we have
added are exact matches to the excised portions, but they are very
close. These examples demonstrate the subjectivity of the
declassification review process; that the country names appeared in a
classified document made it look like the information was still
sensitive, even though it was not.
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 I.-DEFENSE POLICY GOALS (U)
(U)  The national security-interests of the United States are
Qduriﬂgr;as_optling@)idfthg7Ptésidént's 1991° National Security

Strategy .Report : the survival:>of the United States as a free and

dependent. nation; with-its fundamental values intact and its
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e wild ‘continue to encourage
‘ar-to assume greater
‘ _ SER ¢ tging-both to increase Prudently their
defensive capabi ities to . deal with threats they face and to
assume a greater'share‘ofgfinancial,suppbrt for U.S. forward
deployed forces that cont; ibute to their security. Japanese ||
contributions in securing maritime.approéchés’is.one~-xamp‘e. We
will also persist in efforts to ensure an equitable, two-way flow
of tephnolo&-ain:our security cooperation with-advanced allies
W as Japan. ?;Wéﬁmustjplan to continue to safeguard critical
+NKing. us. to our allies and trading partners. 0SD 1.4 (q)(d)
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(U) The East Asia Strateqgy Initiative of April 1990 remains the
framework for adjustments to our forward-deployed forces in the
region. Because our Pacific friends and allies are assuming
greater responsibility for their defense, .we can restructure our
forces and reduce the number of ground and -support forces forward
deployed there. As Phase I of our planned withdrawals we
anticipate{thatgmore than 25,000 troops will ‘be withdrawn from
bases in East Asia .by December 1992. This includes the withdrawa ,
from the Philippines, additional forces from[South Korea) ,
_have "been ‘susPenged kil ~we address’ thie problem posed by :
. North Korean nuclear program. |gmm" wInctime: we will look to
ﬁimp,emekﬁg;;; €SEITand 11l dfﬁtﬁéﬁEaSt?Asia?Strategy Initiative,

e “objective of keep ng. substantial forces forward deployed
--in Asia for the foreseeable future. 0SD 1.4 (a)(d)

%;?f Despite recent positive trends toward political
- Liberalization and ‘market-oriented economic reforms, the East Asia

and Pacific region continies Lo be burdened by. several legacies of
- the Cold War: the . xatlon . .of : ern Territorie ‘%}m
X ‘ ot The end :

0SD1.4 (a)(d)

to defend itself as prov By the-] Taiwan Relations Act. S (:::::::::Tﬂ
% Our most active regional security concern remains the :
o]

nventional,military threat posed by North Korea to our treaty
ally, the Republic of Korea. oOur concerns are intensified by |
North Korea's efforts to develop weapons of mass destruction and
delivery systems. ‘Although we have begun some reductions in our
forces as part of shifting greater responsibility to our ally, we
must maintain,suffiCientymilitary capabilities together with the
Republic of Korea to deter aggression by the North or to defeat it
should deterrencevfail,‘-Our overall objective with regard to the
Korean peninsula is’to support its peaceful unification on terms
acceptable.to1thefK¢rean~§eople. We should plan to maintain an
alliance relationship with a unified democratic Korea.

(U) The emergence of .ASEAN as an increasingly influential
regional actor has been an.important positive development.
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; We will. seek constructive, cooperative. relations with _-
India and Pakistan, _Strive:to moderate tensions between them and :
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