
 
 
Declassification Anomalies 
 
Document 12 in this briefing book includes a near-final draft of the 
April 16, 1992 Defense Planning Guidance that Secretary Cheney 
issued in January 1993 in declassified form as the “Regional Defense 
Strategy” (see Document 15). Much of the language in the two 
documents is identical or nearly so. Nevertheless, the version of the 
April 16 draft as released by the Defense Department included 
excised words and phrases—such as Israel, Japan, India, Pakistan, 
and North Korean nuclear program—that later appeared in the  
unclassified strategy document. To illustrate this, the Archive has 
produced an edited version of Document 12, with the excised 
language filled in. Not all of the words and phrases that we have 
added are exact matches to the excised portions, but they are very 
close. These examples demonstrate the subjectivity of the 
declassification review process; that the country names appeared in a 
classified document made it look like the information was still 
sensitive, even though it was not. 
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