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SECTION 22—COMMUNICATIONS WITH CONGRESS AND
THE PUBLIC AND CLEARANCE REQUIREMENTS

"o Appeals letters;
e Reprogramming requests;

o Rélated cost information;
¢ ' Financial nﬁanagement documents addressing budget and policy issues (e.g., some accountability
reports or transmittal documents for audited financial statements); and

e Proposed press releases relating to the President's budget.

Provide this information to OMB five working days in advance to allow adequate review time. OMB
review of reprogramming requests may take longer in some circumstances (e.g., if the request has not
been coordinated or if supporting materials have not been provided concurrently). In exceptional
circumstances, where the response time is very short, agencies may request oral clearance or make other
arrangements for expeditéd review. Immediately after the budget transmittal and after subsequent
transmittals, provide OMB with a schedule of anticipated congressronal rev1ews that requ1re agency oral
and written part1c1pat10n Rewse this schedule as appropnate ‘ ”

Address any questions you have about this subsectron to the OMB representatlves whom you normally
consult on budget-related matters

22.4  Clearance of changes to the Presrdent‘s budget.

If you want to propose changes to the President's budget (e.g., appropriations language, limitations,
business-type statérhents required by the Government Corporation Control Act, and dollar amounts), you
must follow the confidentiality and clearance guidance provided in this section and submit a written
request as described in section 110.3. OMB will notify you whether a formal transmittal of the change
will be made.

‘When it is possible to reduce the amount of an appropriations request before action has been taken by the
Appropriations Committee of either House, the head of your agency should inform OMB promptly.

‘Before your agency head decides to request restoration of a reduction, the reasons for the reduction, the

circumstances under Wh1ch it was made, and its s1gmﬁcance to the President's program should be
carefully considered. = - . -

22.5 Information available to the public.

Many agency budget documents that are subject to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) are exempt
from mandatory release pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552(b)(5). Depending on the nature of the record requested,
other FOIA exemptions may apply. When deciding whether to withhold a budget document that is
exempt from mandatory release,. follow the FOIA memorandum issued by the Attorney General on
October 12, 2001. Any discretionary decision by an agency to disclose protected information should be
made only after full and deliberate consideration of the institutional interests that could be implicated by
disclosure, as well as after consultation with OMB. Agency heads are responsible for determining the
nronriety of record releases under FOIA.
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SECTION 22—COMMUNICATIONS WITH CONGRESS AND
THE PUBLIC AND CLEARANCE REQUIREMENTS

Certain agencies headed by a collegial body may be required to hold their meetings open to public
observation unless the agency properly determines that the matter to be discussed warrants the closing of
those meetings for reasons enumerated in the Government in the Sunshine Act (Public Law 94-409).
Some meetings covered by that Act may pertain to budgetary information discussed in this Circular.
Although, as with the FOIA, it is not possible to determine merely by the generic category of such
information whether such an agency would be authorized to close a particular meeting covered by the
Government in the Sunshine Act, the premature disclosure of budgetary information may "be likely to
significantly frustrate implementation of a proposed agency action" (5 U.S.C. 552b(c)(9)(B)).
Furthermore, other exemptions from the open meeting requirements of the Act may apply. Such agencies
are responsible for the propriety of determinations that would lead to the disclosure of this budgetary
information.

22,6 Additional material to be included in conm; essional budget instificatio

41 U.S. C 433(h) requ1res you to 1dent1fy funding levels requested for educatlon and training of the
acquisition workforce in your budget justifications to the Congress. : _ :

Public Law 100-615 requires you to identify funds requested for energy conservatlon measures in your
budget justifications to the Congress.

You should provide Congress with information to assess current and proposed capital projects that is
consistent with the Administration's budget proposals, including appropriate information on planning;
budgeting, including the current or proposed use of incremental or full funding; acquisition; and
management of the projects.

You must submit all budget justification materials to OMB for clearance before transmlttmg them to
Congress.
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