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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTONM

Octobher 4, 1993

HEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES

SUBJECT The Freedam of Information Ack

T am writing +o.¢all your attention to a subject that is of
cqrent importance to tha American public and to all Federal
daparthents and agencies -- the administration of the Freedom
of Information Act, as amended (the "act"). The Acth is a vikasl
part of the parficipatory systen of government. I am commpiiitesd
+¢ enhencing its erfectivenszs in my Administration.

For more than a guarter century now, tha Freedom of Information
Act has played a unicque xole in strengthening our democratia
form of government. The statube was enacted hazed upon the
fundamental prineiple that an informed citlzemry is essential
to the danmocratic procads and that the more the American people
know atiout their govearnment tha betier they will be governed.
Opannesg in government isd essential to accountability and the
Act has bscome an integral paxt of that process.

‘The Fraadom of Infarmation Ackt, morecver, has been one of the

primary meanas by which membars of the public inflorm themgelves
skout their govermment. As Vice Prasident Gore made olear

in the National Performance Raview, the American pecple ara

the Federal Gavernmant’/s customers. Faderal departments and
agancies should handle regquests for informatlion in a customer=
friendly manner. Tha use of the Act by ordinary cltizens is
not complicated, nor should it be. The existencs of unnecessary
bursaveratic hurdies has no place in its implementation.

I therefore call upon all Faderal departmentsa and agencias
to renew thelr commitiment to the Freedom of Infermation 2Aat,
to it underlving principles of govermment opennass, and ta
its sound administration. This is an appropriate time for
all agencies to take a fresh look at thelr administration
of the Act, to reduce backlogs of Freadom of Information
Act reaguests, and to conform agenay practice to the new

litigation gquidance issued by the Attorney Geheral, which
is attached.

Further, I remind agencies that our commitwent to opennass
requiraes more than maraly responding te raguests from the
public. Each agency hes 8 responsibility te distrzibute
information on its own initiativa, and to enhance public
accase through the use of alectronic information svstems.

Taking these steps will ensure compliance with both the
lettar and aspirit of the Act.
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