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3. RUNSFELD OPENED BY NOYING THAT WHILE THERE WERE
DIFFERENCES OF VIEW BETWEEN US, WE ALSO SEE A NUMBER OF
RREAS OF COMHOK IMTEREST. WE BOTH DESIRE REGIONAL PEACE,
STABILITY, AND CORRECTING REGIONAL INBALARCE. AZIZ HAD
TALKED ABOUT “THE UNNATURAL IHBALANCE™ WHICH CAN EXIST AT
A CERTAIN POINT IR HISTORY, GIYING A COUNTRY MORE WEIGHT
THAN IT DESERYVED., THE U.S. AGREED WITH THIS PERCEPTION.

THREE PRINCIPAL AREAS-THAT HAD BEEN DISCUSSED IN THIS
REGARD: .

-~ ENDING THE IRAN-IRAQ WAR IN A WAY THAT WOULD KOT FEED
IRAN®S ANDITIONS:

-~ BRINGING EGYPT BACK INTO THE ARAB WORLD AS A COUNTER-
WEIGHT IN THE MIDDLE EAST: AND

-~ FREEING LEBANON OF FOREIGK FORCES.
HE INYITED AZIZ TO SUNNARIZE IRAQ'S POSITION FOR THE GROUP.

%, AZIZ ELQQUENTLY AND WITHOUT NOTES PRESENTED OVERVIEW
OF IRAQI POLICIES, NOTING THAT IRAQ HAD FOR THE LAST
SEVERAL YEARS BEEN OEVELOPING ITS DIRECT HIGH-LEVEL EX-
CHANGE WITH THE U;S. IN ORDER TO CLARIFY POSITIONS AND
REMOYE MISUNDERSTANDINGS THAT HAD EXISTED BETWEEN US BE-
CAUSE OF R LACK OF SUCH CONTACTS. AZIZ STATED THAT IRAQ
ALWAYS WANTED FRIENDS TO XHOW WHAT IT THOUGHT IN ORDER

TO IDENTIFY AREAS OF CONMONALITY AND CLARIFY ELENENTS OF
DIFFERENCE. IN THIS REGARD HE REFERRED TO THREE

TIRAQL INITIATIVES FOR HIGH~LEVEL CONTACT MITH THE U.S.~:
SECRET
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FORMER FOREIGH MINISTER HAMMAGI'S 1982« NEETING WITH THE

SECRETARY -AT THE UN, KIS OWN MEETINGS WITH THE SECRETARY
IN PARIS AND MORE RECENYLY IN NEW YORK, AND IRAQ'S

WILLINGHRESS TO RECEIYE AKBASSADOR RUMSFELD AT THIS TIHE.

5. AZiZ ASSERTED THAT LRAQ MAD NO COHPLEXES. WHILE IT
HAD ITS OWN IDEALOGY AKD CONVICTIONS, IT REALIZED THAT

- be R e T ~ n T Lrhar mape
TT HAD T"} nE.A!.. [’.’I-:: ?,%-’. R;..un JE'_ LN YN L’.urr”..‘ PAEC I H'i-‘.: i\I{u

UNDERSTAND IT. AT SEVERAL LUNCYMREY HE 4SSERTED THAT
IRAG “WAS NOT ISOLATIONIST.~ HORECYER,. SVEM A 59CIALIST-
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REYOLUTIONARY REGIME SUCH AS THE PRESENT BAATH GOVERNHENT
HAD TO ACT WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF FIVE THOUSAND YERRS OF
HESOPOTAMIAN CIVILIZATION. HE EHPHASIZED [RAQ'S [H-
CREASING HATUR(TY AND ABILITY TO LEARN FROM PAST
HISTAKES AND EXPERIENCE OYER PAST 15 YEARS. THEREFORE,
LRAQ WAS READY TO SPEAK FRANKLY AND SIRCERELY, [RCLUDING
DISCUSSING ITS NEEDS, AND WAS READY TO LISTEN TO AND
CONSIDER U.S. YIEWS CAREFULLY. HOREQYER, IRAQ WOULD NOT
CONOUCT ITS RELATIONSHIP IN SECRET. [T WOLLD DECLARE
FORTHRIGHTLY TO ITS PEQOPLE ITS POSITIONS., HE CITED IRAQI
REAPPROCHENENT WITH EGYPT AS SUCH AN UNDERTAKING. WHILE
MHANY CRITICIZED IRAQ BECAUSE IT HAD HOSTED THE BAGHOAD
SUMMIT WKHICH SUSPENDED EGYPTIAN HEHBERSHIP IN THE ARAS
LEAGUE, THE RAPPROCHEMENT WAS THE RIGHT THIRG FOR THE

ARAB WORLD AT THIS TINE JUST AS THE DECISION TO ISOLATE
EGYPT WAS A CORRECT DECISIGN WHEN IT WAS TAKEN.

6. ALlZ STRESéED IRAQ'S OES{RE FOR REGIONAL AND INTER-

NATIONAL STASILITY. THE IRAQI LEADERSHIP WAS AMBITIOUSLY
ODEVELOPING THE COUKTRY. THE PRESIDENRT 'EVEN NOW CON-
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HIL ADDEES HANDLE AS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE:; LONDOK AKD S/SN-
PASS MILLER (RUMSFELD PARTY)

E.O. 12356 DECL: OAOR
TAGS: PREL, MOPS, XF, IR, fQ, SY, US
SUBJECT: RUMSFELD'S LARGER HEETIHG WITH IRAQI DEPUTY

TINUES TO DEVOTE CONSIOERABLE ATTENTION TO THE COUNTRY' 5
ECONOHIC PROGRESS.

T. RZIZ MOTED THAT OIL MADE THIS POSSIBLE AND THAT, AS
AN EXPORTER OF OIL, IRAQ NEEDED LONG-TERH, STABLE, AND
GOOD RELATIONS WITH ITS CUSTOHERS. THE WEST WAS ALS0

BEREFITING BY IRAQ'S DEVELOPHENT. OVER FIYE HUKDRED OF
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THE 8090 FOREIGN COWF#NIE WGRKING IN ThAY WERE FRCH THE
WEST. THEIR PARTIC IPQTIOR IN THE ETONHOHY CERVED LDAQ'S
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NEEDS AKD REQUIRED IRAQ TO TAKE A LONGRANGE YIEW OF ITS
RELATIONSHEP WITH SUCH COUNTRIES. REGIONAL AND INTER.
NATIONAL INSTABILITY RAX COUNTER T0 IRAQ'S INTEREST.

B, TURNING TO IRAQ'S RELATIONSHIP WITH THE U.S5., A1l1
NOTED ‘THAT RUHSFELD WQULD FIKD IRAQ'S PRESIODEKT &
THOUGHTFUL NAM WHO ANALYZIED SITUATIONS ANU CEARKED FROK
EXPERIENCE. HE WAS NKOT AFERAID TO STATE THINGS THAT HE
NIGHT NOT HAVE SAID FIVE JR SIX YEARS AGO. AZIZ
OBSERYED THAT, ALTHOUGH THERE HIGHY STILL BE OIFFERENCES
BETWEEN US, WE COULD BEYELOP HEALTHY RELATIONS AND MUTUAL
UNBERSTARDING. HE NOTED THAT PRESIDENT SADBAN MIGHT. CHOOSE
TC ADDRESS THIS ISSUE NEXT HORNING IN HIS MEETING KITH
RUHSFELO. THE PRESIDENT HIMSELF WOULD HAYE TO DECIDE
THE FUTURE BASIS OF RELATIONS, BUT AZIZ NOTED THAT HE
FELT FREE YO SAY THAT THE PRESIDENT HOULD WANT A 600D
RELATIONSHIP. THIS BESIRE WOULD NOT FLOW FROM THE
EXIGENCIES OF THE WAR, AS WOULD BE SHOUN BY FUTURE
DEVELOPMERTS (COHMENT: THE TOKE OF HIS COMMENTS. SEEHED

. TO HOLD OPEN THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE PRESIDENT MIGHY

BE CONSIDERING A RESUMPTION OF TIPLOHATIC RELATIONS. END
COHMENT),

9. A21Z THEM RETURNED TO THE CONCEPT oOF REGIONAL IN-
BALANCE, CLEARLY HAVING SYRIA IN HIND. HE ASSERTED THAT
WHILE SOKE COUKTRIES, SUCH AS IRAQ, EGYPT AND SAUDI
ARABIA, HAD REAL WEIGHT AND INPORTANCE REGAROLESS oOF
CIRCUMSTANCES, IT WOULD NOT BE DEKIGRATING OTHER
COUNTRIES TO SAY THAT SOME WERE LESS INPORTAKRT IN THE
LOKG RUN. HE ALSO NOTED THAT, WHILE SOME CONFLICTS WERE

URDERSTANDABLE AND HAD A REAL BASIS, OTHERS SUCH AS THE
SECRET )
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CRISIS BROUGHT ON BY THE IRANIAN REVOLUTEFON AND THE
SITUATION IN LESANON WERE QUT OF THE “THEATRE OF THE

ABSURB.* THESE TRRATICKAL CORFLICTS COULD ONLY BE.
OVERCOME BY RESTORING EQUILEIBRIUM.

10, AZIZ THEN REQUESTED u.S, AND HESTERM HELP IN ENDINMG
THE IRAN-IRAQ WAR. ACKNOWLEDGING THAT U.S. DID NOT °
HAVE RELATIONS WITH -LRAN, HE ASSERTED THAT u.5, couLn
CONTRIBUIE MURE THnd 4 a5 1u REDUCIAE :RAN'S ABILITY
TO CONTINUE THE WAH. XF SAID HE HAD BEE! KREARTCNED

BY THE LINE IN THE ORESIDCHT'S LETTER THAT STATED, ~THE
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IRAN~IRAQ WAR COULD POST SERIOUS PROBLENS FOR THE
ECONOMIC AND SECURITY INTERESTS OF THE U.S., [TS FRIENDS
IN THE REGION AND IN THE FREE WORLD.* THIS DEMONSTRATED
THAT THE M.S. NOW REALIXZED THAT THE IRAN-IRAQ WAR WAS KOT
AK ISOLATED BILATERAL COKFLICT BUT HAD SERIOUS [MPLICA-
TIONS FQR REGIONAL AND WORLO PEACE, AKD THIS WAS YERY
IAPORTAKT. HOMEVER; SOME FRIENDS OF U.S. CONTINUED TO .
TAKE A SHORTSIGHTED YIEW BY CONTRIBUTING TO IRAN'S
WAR-HAKING CAPABILITY. IRAQ DID NOT OBJECT TO WESTERN
PARTICIPATION IN IRANIAN DEVELOPHENTAL PROJECTS THAT
CONTRIBUTED TO THE COUKTRY'S PEACEFUL DEYELOPMENT AND
ABSORBED IRAMIAN FOREIGN EXCHANGE. HOWEVER, GRAKTING
MON-PROJECT-RELATED LOANS T0 IRAN OR SELLING MEAPONS

WAS HIGHLY OBJECTIONABLE. “IRAQ IS KOT COMPLAINING ABOUT
THE PAST. WE HUSY DEAL WITH CURRENT REALITIES,™ HE SAID.
IRAQ RECOGNIZED THAT IRANIANS HAD THE RIGHT 10 CHOOSE
THEIR OWH GOYERNMENT, BYUT [RAN DIO NOT HAVE THE RIGHT

TO INTERFERE IN THE INTERKAL AFFAIRS OF OTHERS. WHILE
SOME ARAD BROTHERS HAD SUPPORTED [RAQ ALL ALONG, ONLY
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WIL ADDEES HANDLE AS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE; LONDON AND S/SH-
PASS MILLER (RUHSFELQ PARTY)

E.Q> 123562 DECL: QADR
TAGS: PREL, HOPS, XF, IR, IQ, S§Y, US
SUBJECT: RUNSFELD'S LARGER HEETIHG WITH IRAQI DEPUTY

HOH; AFTER THE BOMBING IN KUWAIT AND THE PLOT TO KILL
GCC LEADERS IN QATAR, DID THEY REALIZE THE EXTENT OF THE

OANGER IRAN POSED TO THEM., EVEN THE U.S. AND FRANCE
HAD SUFFERED.

11. AZIZ PRAISED THE COOPERATION THAT HAD OCCURRED
BETWEEN THE U.S. AND [RAQ! AMBASSADORS AT THE UN ON UNSC
SECRET
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RESOLUTIGN 540, BUY Ht UPRGEL THAY WE DC IGRE TG IKPiE-
HENT IT. AN EARLY ENC TC THE KAR #0ULD TREATZ A
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HEALTHIER SITUATION. HE WAS GLAD THAT RUMSFELD HAD
STRESSED THIS ALSO IN THEIR EARLIER MEETING AND SUGGESTED
THAT HE 00 SO THE FOLLOWIKG DAY [N HIS MEETING WITH THE
PRESIDENT. IF THIS YIEW CQULD BE OEVELOPED IT WOULD BE A

GREAT HELP TO ENDIKG THE WAR AND CONTRIBUTING TO INPROYED
U.5.-IRAQI RELATIONS. i

12, RUHSFELD CORCLUDED THE MEETING BY RETURNING TO THE
THERE OF REDRESSING THE PRESENT REGIONAL IMBALANCE. HE
STATED THAT WHEN HE ACCEPTED THE JOB OF SPECIAL NEGOT{A-
TOR HE HAD QUICKLY REALIZED IMPORTANCE OF IRAQ IN THE AREA
AND NECESSITY OF MAKING A VISIT, WHILE IT WAS KATURAL FOR
SOVEREIGN -STATES TO HAVE AREAS OF AGREEMENT AND DISAGREE-
HENT, STABILITY AND INTERDEPENDENCE AHORG NATIONS COULD

LEAD TO DEVELOPHENT ARD PROGRESS, [T WAS REGRETTABLE THAT
A WHOLE GENERATION GF AMERICANS AND IRAQIS WERE

GROWING UP WITHOUT CONTACTS. THE U.5. COULD BE HELPFUL, T0
SOHE EXTENT, IN ENUING THE WAR., WE WOULD APPROACH OUR
ALULIES IN TERMS OF SPECIFIC [KSTANCES WHERE THEY ARE
DIRECTLY OR IKDIRECTLY PROVIOING WEAPONS WHICH ENABLE IRAN
TO CONTIRUE THE WAR, AND ALL WOULD TRY TO FOSTER THEIR
STRATEGIC UMODERSTANDIN. OF THE OANGERS OF FOCUSING ON
NARROW, SHORT-TERH INTERESTS.

15. RUMSFELO SAID THE U.S. ALSO TOOK A LONG-TERH VIEW.
THE ARAB COUNTRIES WERE [HPORTANT TG THE ENTIRE WORLD.

IT WAS REGERTTABLE, THEREFORE, THAT THE REQUIREMENT FOR
ARAB UNANIMITY ALLOMED THE MOST RADICAL STATES TO DOMINATE

THE ODEVELOPHENT OF AN ARAB CONCEHNSUS AND THEREBY THE
DIRECTION OF ARAD STATES® DELISEONS.

SECRET
SECRET

A

PAGE 03 ROME 30305 03 OF 03 2022397
I4. FOR JCS: SUGGEST PASS EUCON AND CINCUSNAVEUR.
15. BEIRUT HININILE CONSIDERED. RABB
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