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i = . ; o g :.ﬂ. Lyl
=% %, i ' : L
r 1970, ClA was directed to try to prevent

e a. On 15 Septembe

Marelet Salvador Allende's atacpt to the Chilean presidency on

i:“""- 4 Movember, This elfort was to be indcpendent of concurzent endecavors
being undartahen through, or with the knowledge of, the 40 Commisice,

Depariment of State, and Ambassador Korry.

i * %b. Briefly, the gituation at that Lume Wak the following:

' Allende had attajred a pluralil

-

y ol only soime 40,000

-

ident. Jorge

LY
would

in the Chilean popular voie for pres

Alessandri, » conservative and the runner-up,

faco Allende in & Congraossional run=ofl on 24 October,
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Allendo's designation as president by Congrass was

very probable given all known factars in the Chliloan

political sguation.
-

e Given the dipmal prospecie of a political fermuia ¥

being worked out to prevent Alleade'n designation '

] prf-sit‘.c:r-'. by Corngroass, TOmMaLmng milermative s
.

centrred around overcomin the apoiriical, vconsibn-
E P

tional -oriented aneriia al the Chilean 11\;1:‘L3T\’.w
- 1. 5. Government anieniions were baphniy susper!

prariicuia: b il Allende a2t certayn poveInmoe

EeCiOCS. :‘.-ua.f'u vvrne oantended 1o 271 ArmeTicans 0
Clnle for whalever derinred purpnec.,

- 1 H Ins addriion,

the Chilican mmlitary “wers Lewng monitared quile

closcly by the Alicnde forccs for warTning Sipnals
¥ L

of any interventionist prochvilics,

" 'r'
2. Speginl Qeganization
I "
a. A Chilean Task Force was assembied and lunchioning three |

tays altor TLY was assigned the rmasaion, It was headed by - ;
and hBighly-gualilicd C]ﬁ“rrt‘.ﬂlrn! [voem their - \
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L was
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et up simultanesusly to Bantiage, Chile, and

ol TR =y

5 e,
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‘.‘_i "
e —It consisted of four CLA officers with the appasrancs,

janguage, and experience to sustain the fiction of various foreign

vatlonalities. They were recalled from their oversras posis to

Washingten, briefed, and inserted individually into {Zhi!:_
nationals. In Santiage, their only 11,5, contact was & CLA pificer who :

. had reaided in Ranliago _

Chilean intermediaries or principals interested in promoling &

military coup.

»e. DBy & special {and unigque) arrangement reque eted by CLA,
*tha U. 5. ..ﬂ.rmv,r'..htl..u.h-; in Santlage was placed under opcrational

direction ot the CIA Chiel ef Station thera, His assistance amd

-

|

|

Chilean military contacts were invaluable in this program. |
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r&u‘ th:ni.ﬂlhnd- wara naver bright and, they all fecused o0 -

RREE i
lnepiring n reluctant, "!,n#-rl-i;r- President Trel to ansums ._n..“ﬁt... \ ’F i
of-charactar fole: dysamic leadership *lr}t'hlﬂ hin owm party; ‘wﬂh 3 E
. ; 4 ¢

the "p‘tri\hldﬂ.bltu" in Congress, and with the militacy., Frel was ?

: ) :

undar no illusions about Chile's fate undey an Allende regime, .E-‘

“"Chile has & ey short future,” he gand, “and afier 4 Novernbar i

will enly hove a past, ™

el
L. Inatially, Frei was willing te consider and evon advocate &

conalifurional soelution: the so-called Frei re~election gambit. The

guestion wai whether he would br willing to commit hie prestige

- complctely in Iﬂ].l-:-wing through on euch a dillicult political maneuver ;F'l’
with tha cutcome, at btn'l.l. unessurecd, The bazic pambik conninted --,I
of marshalling enough Congressional votes to clect Alessandri over H ,
Allende with the understanding Aleszandri would Toesign immedintely H.,
i
L alter inauguration and pave the-way for a special election in which I
-~ i 4

Frei could lezally becom~ wcandidate. Az a preliminary step, Frel

L = a5

coocrdinated Alessandrl' s puttu't'lcctim'.a statement that if he were . k" |
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h IH: end, Hﬂullrmmi;ht CIA mobilized an inter-

iy T s
i 3 i [
, Bocking pilltlu.l sction and propagandd campaipn desipgned both to

-ll'.llﬂ and shtice Frel inte following through en the re-slectlon

garhbic

e. At the same time, recognizing the fallibilitics of Frey, ClL4 1,
focused on provoking s military coup, This undertaking was sepre-
gated from that of the Fre: re-election gambit with the intention that
it be pursved independently of Frel il necossary, bul with his s cgul-

sscence I possible.

' =
a. The propagands campaipgn was tailored to genen ating concern i

[

I
4. Prepagands Campaign ' ‘
1

ahoul Chile's fubare In terma which would condition the thinking and

scllons of Lthe three key elaments an the Chilvan palitieal equation:
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14 Frat Mmuell, the Chilean political elits, and the Chllean

! LSRR
fthe Iattar tweo of which could wall bring collataral inflluence o bollr .

W

(e saiine

an Trel)l. Easch af thene clements had hastansd to rationsline ita
acceptance of an Allende presidency. Ther pallistive was I;‘h.- bullt=
in chachs and balancs of Chlle"s demonsirated reversnce for democ-

TRCY and constitutionality, swestcned by Allende's promisr Lo honor

these traditions,

"
b. Alter the 4 September popular vote, the warld press had

tended 1o treat the prospect of witneasing the [irst (reely-elected
Hl_ﬂlut head of siate take oifice an & curioun aberratuon of democ -
racy rather than a politically aigniflicant event. Press interest and
coverage was relatively light until the Allendre forces fortuitousiy
provided an atiractive issue which could be exploited. By

15 Sceptember, it became apparent that Allende was tﬂ-l'.rdi-l{lll'lp &
rather blatant campaign to intimidale the Chilean information media
through threats of assassination and vielence, takeovers by so-called
worker nrgllnl.i.ntlnn-, and ultimatums to the management of news-

-y

papers and radio statlons, Allende's purposc was to smother any

*

opposition to his clection by Conpreces and to take advantage of that |
i i K
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 ‘and prenpunced Chilonn, propencity to jump on an

Mag' bandwagon -~ ideals and the country's weliars to the
[} _‘ .'. + ‘ . .|

2y, A major target of Allends was "E1 Meorcurio™, the most

S prastiglous wewepaper In Chile and the major cpposition volce to

.'Mtlﬂll up to that time, CIA mounted & propagands campaign

centered around “El Mercuric” and the issus of Allende brazenly

s taking hia fitat atep in “"communising™ Chile by attacking (recdom
of the press and, worse, with the election stlil unsettled. Covert
3 l-:.li.-n;; resgurces were uscd fo lauwnche
- Cables of suppart/protest from leading newaspapers

‘Ihlntlthrul Latin America to "El Mercurin®™.

== A prolest statement from the International Proas

- "Freedom of the press’ in Chile is being

strangicd by Communist wnd Marxist forces snd

f Lheir wilion, ")

== World press coverage ol the International Proas

Arsntlalion proteal and on Fhe detatls of the

41.03)
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Cornmuni st -m-rh.ln seine contro) of the ﬁl.llln R

Press. T

-

T g i

== X program of fouraali g -. actual apents and other.

iy
e ]

wise .. travelling to Chile for on-the-scens Teportind, et

ABy 28 Srpl‘thrr, CLA had jn Place in, ay fnrouts ta,

Chile 1% journalist agrenty from 10 g flerent Countripy,

This cacr, wa fupplemented by & more jaurnafilt:

Rpants wha were, for the Mot part, in Mansgesig]
Copacitics in the media field, )

\

As a FeEsull of jhe =nsuing furare. Allendes Ernsilave fo wrorld
L}

“epinion and Aftempling 1 Project the image of o moderate, non.
dogmatic tocialist ~- decided to become more Circumspeect. By

5 September, heavy-handed intimidation of the pPress had virtually

ceaned,

i
€ Allende's show of Strength had made its point however: the
Chilean pross, in:lyéing "El Mercuciat, never id repain dig
rnlﬂl.n-m;y and remained thoroughly Muted from thereon out. Lack.

_dng the uaial lorums for Ipentancous reneration and replay of

-
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mihu- Chile, curna to rely increasingly on its own

-

rasDbUT CUE]

-- mnunderground press dependent upon direct mail
distribution: e

- 'pl;lttﬂ'ilrﬂ ol individusal news items through apenta
ngainat the repintance of a cowed A ha [ ement;

ee [Onanting of & now, plbelt amall, nowspaper:

- aubsidy of an snti- Allends political group and its
radioc programs, political advertisements, and
political rallies, amd,

e direct mailing of lorcign news AF ticles to FPresi-
dent Frei, Mrs. Frel, selected military leadera,
and the Chilgan domestic prens.

Thh.nlinr‘ll'. did not, and could net, 'I"I."p':l.lcll a Chilean press, fully

oporative end (res of restraint. Yirtually alone, it did kcep the

volce of public n?pﬂ:ttmn alive insjde Chile [or coup pulpﬂ;lh_ll-
d:ul.nn Ihq‘ﬁnll weoeeks ol this pﬂfL:ﬂ..-

d.” The magnitude of the propdganda ;nm_p;i;n mounted duri

thia six week rr.::ir:rd in the Latin Adnerican amd Ewraphcan el A

1.8




—Nur, hadé CLA any idea of the scops of the

I.f"ﬂ'ﬂ‘lll:‘fl‘ﬂl multiplier effcct -~ that g, how much its Yinduced”
nﬂ- focured medin interest on the Chilean i.l.l-ut.l and stimulated
sdditiona] coverage -- sxcepl that, s#ven by cornservative slandards,
this cnn'!:'lbuli.rm must! have bacn both substantial and signilicant.

. . Bpecial intelligence and "inside" briefings were given to
U.S. journalists in delerence to the international inflluence of the
U.5. media. Particularily noteworthy in this connection was the
Time cover story which owed a great d-;: to written materials l.r-uﬂ.
briefings provided by CIA. The Time correspondent in Chile who

was proviging much of the backgcround material for the story

apparenlly agcoptled Allende's prolestations of moderation and

conslilulionality at face value, . CIA brielings In W#lhlhntun.-

L
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basic thrust af tha story in the fin2l stages according to ansthar
Time corregpondent. It provoked Allende.to complain on

1} October, "VWe are sullering the most bruial ard horrilile pree- 5
P !

L ]

sure, both domestic end Inlernational,”™ singlinz out Time in

purticular as having "openly called™ for an invasion of Chils.

. ‘£'I-..- political action program had only one purposer  to
¥

induce Prestwdent Frei to prevent Allende’s election by the Cangreas
on 24 Oectober and, falling that, to support -+ by benevolenat nevtralivy
atl the lcast . .vi conspiratorial benediction at the most -- & military
Ccoup Wh'..ch would prevent Allendr from taking offlice on ¥ Novemnber.
Realistically, the tashk wi: one of \th:rn:p:* o recast .'Frﬂ": AR 3
political personality, in & role demanding di:l:uwruulss and
: “-'“qlnuhi.:.lmﬂ-" to & :.'h:‘_:rn't that, thus (ar, had cluded him. Pressures
frdm those whose opinion nnv.t‘l..l"nr approval he valued -- in combination

with ldcqu;tn propaganda orchestrations -- vopresented the only I!'mpu

of converting Frei.




4 == Allende ab president would be an unparallelied

disnster for Chile {Frel agreed),
- Frei had both the power and abligation to proevent

this.
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~= 1In the svent Frel's re-clection gamhbit succoeded,

! the 1. 58 Government would be ]Z'lll.."F'l--.'tl"tli LD f\-lﬂ-\-it!c

aubbstantial suppart for Frei*s presidential campalgn.




c. In Eurepe and Latin Ame rica, prominent and influentianl
members of the Christian Democratic movement as wxll as the
Catholic Church were prompicd te visit Frel or send personal
messapes to ham urging that he save Chile., Some ol :F.ttt.tni]tll'!:'.'ﬂ

were Lhe lollowing:




f;"ﬁlﬂ'ﬂl ﬁlﬂ!ﬂl Christian D-ll'ﬂl-l:rllllt Party -~ 3 .
P

"3 Luhlenh enjoyed special equitics with Frel by virtue

of .-II.'I"“I support to the Christian Democrats in

Chils over a range of many years -- dispatched

soveral top-lovel emissarios ta Chile. Thoy con-

tacled Frel snd other Christian Democralic leadars

L]
i oo R L R 0 W
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. —un: af tha inlernalional ﬂgul‘-_l.l‘;-

in Catholicism most respected by Frel, sent s

- -
; prrional messagpe indicating that Frei and his - -_-_'a:r_f
- - i
party must shposc Afarxisrm. ) A
L]
; s
£ .
C.hyiatian Drrnuc:a‘l;ir_ Farty -« which had good i

fratrrnal relations with Fred and his parby -
gefused teo Intervene, (He said L was a ‘-"-nijr'ir::-l
3 situation and he saw no point in risking his 2 gputa-

Liwern im 2 lost cause. ]

n thove i loee o

Collateral eifnrie were made fo influence Ve na

Frei, sucl s
L]

Influential lay Gatholics sent meszages fo or

visited the Vatican. .
¥ “r

] &
and clerical pressurcs [rom olher countries, was

" dissuaded l'::nﬁm ceding an Allende victory prioz ta . _

his Conpressional clection actually taking place. ;

Teleprams were aent Mra, Frel from women's,

grovps in other Iatin Amer ican cowntrles,

s Ll




. L5 ;

' as Forelgn press ltams were malled &ircetly to Frol,
= E | .

SR _

s ‘Mre. Frel, and Christian Democratic Congrossmen

“w o " . im Chile. -
| ee  Intelligence was surfaced indicaling thal, once in

power, the Communizsls intendod to deniprate Frel

an the first stop in the dissolution’'of his party. t

d. In spite of -rwrrlhlng,- Frel never asserted himaell. Indeed,

he falled to attend or 1o influence otherwise the 3.4 October Congreas
of his party al which time it vaas decided by a substantial nuargin o
make & deal with Allende. With that decision, ithe Frel se-slection
gambit died nrd constitutional allernatives had been exhausted, Sub-
sequently, Frel did manage to conlide to several top-ranking military
olficers that he wu.ld-nul: oppose & coup, with a guarded implication
he mlqnht even welcome one. Yat, when a coup epportunity and

_sltustion prescated (tesll upan the sssassination of Army Commander

in Chiel Sohneidar, Frei moved quickly away from it.

-
6. Military Coup

&, Afer esrvly Detobor —- absent any evidence ihat Frei was
!n;l.','h-_\nd'.n-:_ Iw..'l-n.l'.r.ﬂh' ‘I-!'H"JLH."I:_ to artificial resparation == &
41.288
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)
military eoup Ingreasingly supgestod itsell as the only posaible _
solutlon Lo the Allende problém. Anti-Allende currents did aexiat

in the mlitary and the Carabincros, but ware lmmeobilized by:

the tradition of military l-'il'.',!rttl..rﬂf.".:"’t Constitution:
the public and private stance of General Schneider,
Commander tn Chief of the Army, who advocated
atrict adherence to the Constitution;

fear of the reaction of non-commissioned oflicors
whe tended te karbor pro-Allende aympathies; and,
ca strong propenzily o scoept Allende blasdishvments
to the eliect that the rmalitary had lhittie 1o [car from

harn,

Although individual n”itfri ermong the top 'I-l.l-dl‘rlh'i'p of the military
and ﬂ.lrgbincrnl were pre-disposed to lake action, they fell the Army
was central to & successful coup, and, as long ag General Schoeidar
remalined the head of tha Armiy, the Arm> could not be counted upen,

LS
Cenaral Schneider's attitude could only bhe changed through the

peraonal idtervention and forcelul advocacy ol & coup by President

Frel; somcthing, it became obvious, the lalter was most unlikely ta A

bring himmell 1o do,

#
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