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- — 1. 0OUICE DIF and 3KIN DIVER,

Rel (a) describes a program for contimgency air
sampling by U5 Air Weather Service frow El Plumcrillo
sairvport - Mendoza, Argentina. GOA approval was granted on
26 Tebruary (EmbLu1 1i46) and the projeet, known as SKIH
BIVER, continuce Co be & US requirement. In addicion,
ﬂ?ﬂF naw tas regquirement For the AWS to carry ocut roubine
&1% sampling operations aC medium te high altitudes From
u Mendoza on a reguldr schedule 25 a continuing operaticn
:: heginaning in November or December, L9685, depending on the

GOA approval and to atrange for
(o

Uime requived Lo sbtain
te be known as Project QUICH LLIF,

] o h T
& FOL supply, This program,
é s B oentinuation of CROWFLIGHT operations currently cﬂrrled
ki i t on in Australiz.  The ratiomale for transferring the operation
T . daJo o T e, g T 4 T L Tk SR 3 I 1
A . 5 Lu_LhD Mestern Hemispghere is setr forth in ref b, copies of
o = | which are atiached for info addrescees,
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TE. UPEBATING CONCEFT FOR QUICK DIP

flight of two USAF RB-57F airveralt would wisit
Mendoza on a bl-weekly basis for periods or evcles of & ta
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3 odays each, The aircraft would nob Do gtabiomed permanently
4t Mendozs but would £ly from Kirtland Air Force Base, New
Mexico, and during each cyele would make 5 or 6 air sempling
Elights from Mendoza over Argenting Cerritory due south to
0% souch latitude (vicinity of Santa Cruz) and return, It is
possible thab occasianally a third aircraft would he added
ihereasing the tatal number of missions proportionately, but
this would mot be expected £o ocour freguently. Fer each
cycie ef flipghts frem Mendoza, support personnel weuld be
Lransported teo Mendoza from Albrook AFE, Canal Zene, via
USAFS0 aircratt, '

Eyuipmcnt for the project would be positioned at El
Piumerilic and would remalsn betweesn cyceles, It would cousist
of Mission Bupport Kics, aerospace ground éguipment {starters,
ele, ), one ligquid oxygen Lrailer, a physioldagical support wvan
{uscd to prepare pllots for high altitude flying, using full
presgsure suits), two . or three vellicles for ailrcrail towing #nd
Lransporting personnel on the airlfiecld and mobile communicaiions
equipment, The QUICK DIPF unit would bhe seli-suificient as to
aquipmenl and would nol expech o boarrow AvecentCing Alr Foreo
equipment exceplk Ip an emerpency.

The high attitude portion of ‘Lhis project 1g, En ellect,
a resuuption of Project HASP, carried oub from Buenos Alres
in 1960, ostensibly a5 a continuation of the eaxlier CROWFLIGHT
operation in Argentina i1 F.'l‘ﬁF_']:}, Areentine agrecment tao the 1960
pragram iz vecowvded in TTAS 4037,

ELT; FPLEFQSE.

T The primary wse for the air samples chtained From
TTlights is to compute the totul amount of a rare gas niwven
aff in the process of producing plutoniue, which is a prime
ciement in the construction of ruclear weapons, Ty determining
From sampples of air taken at various latitudes the total amoumnt
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ol this gay iu the u_mnnpﬂPTr and subtracting Lhe amount of
the gas relessed by the production of the US and its allies

a reasenably sceurate estimate of amount produced by Sino-
Soviets can be made,” S0 far as we can determine, no one in
the G0OA was told the true purpose of the 196{ air sampling
projecty Neptel 1621, & March L9060, contalned a strict
injunciion against revealing this aspect of the project to the
Argentines, and the foregoing informstion continues te be
SECRET NOFORM,

Although this project is relatec to the US Atowic Enelgy
Detection Svstiem (Project CLEAR SHY) in that the AEDS is the
primary "ewstomer' [op Information on rare gas, the airgraft
are Lo he aperated by the USAF Alr Weather Serwlce, and there
would be no oubward connecbion with the AEDRS, The Embassy
may,. in its discreticn, indicsate that there iz a relation
hith&f& the two projects in that fallout information is used

v - AEDS, or it way treat the two as completely separate projects,
1f the former course is adoptsd, obviously only those persons
already familisr with the Crue purpose of CLEAR SXY should he
made privy to the relationship. ERD FYI,

The unclassificd cover story is that the aircraft are
abrtaining air samples for uvse in studving radicactive fallouC,
This 1= ol coarse tree, and wvnclassified reports of such air
sampling are published periodically be the Albomic Enerpy
Commission's Health and Safety Labora torics, Copies of Chese
reporty could hv maAde awal 111Lﬁ to Argentina upon roquest it
the G- 1is not alresdy veceiving them,

[v, PLERSGHNEL .,

This project would be carvied out by a total of 2 to I3
temperayy duty personnel, The full complement, less [light
crews (2 per plane) would arrive ab Memdora hefore the fixst
aperatimual Elipht and remain &0 Lo 90 days Lo sel up opuratlong,
We hope btoowerk guk adir Lifc arranpemonts whereby, after this
initial pericd, all personnel except 1 or 2 carctakers sould
arrive ashorvily hefove cach sampling eyele and be withdrawm at
the e of the eyele. On this basis; the full complenent would
e ab Mendora only about tev .days per monih.

Personnel

SPORET



ra il [
EEFEIRRED 28 CHF raTromat s

VL DECLASSIFIED :
ey M5 066
s | oy D e n;.:ed?",l-jﬁf

SECRET

- f§ a

Personnel would be housed in hotel space in Mendoza
to be leased hy Lhe USAT, We agssume that personal effecis
of TDY personnel would anot be subject to duly, personnel
would not be subject to Arpgectine taxationm (other than sales
taxes on articles purchased) and that should any of them
comnit offenses Ln ArgentCina it would be possible to make
informal grvangements to rvemove them Erom che country for
trial (if trial is appropriate) under the UCHMI. Personnel
would be in posaession of passports, and we assume no visa
would be required,

V. OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS,
Operational requlrements for this project are as follows:

&, Dverflight and Lapding Rights

The USAF will require blanket clearance for all
interndtional £lights inbo Argenting in connection with Chis
project, subject to filing a Flight plan, and waiver of the
usual GOA requiremenlt for submission of requests [or clearvance
4 days in advarce, Virtually a#ll flights receiving this
privilege would be AWS RB-537F's, but occasionally cargoe sircraft
carrying spare parls or suppliecs might also need Lo use this
procedure, Flights thact both originate and terminate within
Avgenting should be subject only to local air traffic control,
Pernission for overflights of third countriecs would be cbiaingd
by the USAF from the appropriate povermacntis,

B, Airfield Facilities at Mendoza,

(1) 25,000 square [eet of parxing space and an
aaditional 15,000 square fcet when and 1f three alrcraft are
used, plus access to Caxiways and runwdys,

(2} About 5,000 square feet of covered equlipment
storage &mnd shop space.

{2} Three hundred square feet of cifice space,

(4) ¥lreflighting

SECRET
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{4) Firefighting and cther cmerpency equipment
support and medical and hoaspital facilities If required.

{5) Weathor lacilities and information,

(6) 1If Esso, with whem arrangements for luel would
be made, has no POL storage facilities, such facilities would
be necded from GOA,

(7} Use of lecal power, water, and sanitary facilities,

(8} Ccecasional use of mireraft washing facllities,

{9} The right to bring US property inte Argentina
for use in conneciicon with the project free of duties, taxes
and customs exaninations,

Details wouvld be waorked out hetween USAF and AAF,

C. Coommicvations,

The USAY would wish te instzall a small cemnunications
unit to provide for operational control of the alreraft while
outafde the local arca, Local communications and alr traffic
eontrol would be furnished by GOA zuthorities. Frequencies
required weuld be cleared chrough technical channels. The
peraonnel figure For this unit (4 - 6} is Included in the total
given in IV abowe,

VI, COSTE,

We would cxpect GOA Lo furnish existing buildings and
facilities, Eree of charge, The USAF would relmburse the GOA
for any out-cf-pocket expenses incurred as @ resull of the
proposed operationsg at Mendaza., Scrvices (such as tower operation
and weather) that are operated whether or not they are used, so
that no extra expense ia incurred [o making them available, would
therefore be non-reimbursable, Swch services as utilicies would,
ol course, be paid for, Detalls concerning relmbursement could
srobably best be srranged direcbly between the USAF and the
Arpentine Air Forece,
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VIi, CLASBSLIFICATION,

As indicated above, the true purpese of project is
SECRET NOFORE, The ceoanection belween this project and
the AEDS and AFTAC, cthe USAF agency responsible for che
AEDS, is SECRET. Excepl for SECRET and SECRET NOFORK
Aspec¢ts, the proicct would be unclassifled upon completion
of nepotiabtions, and CONFIDEMTIAL wntil that time.

VITI. ACTLION REQUESTED,

The Enbassy is requested to approach the GDA, drawing
on the forepcing as appropriate, and te secic agreement for
Project QUICK DIP operations at Mendeza., A simple exchange
af notes describing Che project in terms of cthe cover story,
expressing COA concurrence in it, and agreeing that detsails
will be worked oul by respective Air Forces may be. sufficienE,
[L would be preferred 1if FEmbassy wmould work out an arranpement
on exempticns from customs duties, taxes and inspection for US
property {v,B, (9} above), and for simplified £light clearance
(V.A. above), and include such arrangements in exchange of
noteg, In view ol the relatively short time before cperations
should begin, we are anxious to ohtain GOA agreement as guickly
a4 possible,

The USAF would he prepared to make personnel available

upon Embassy request, Go brief the Exbassy and GOA and Lo assist
in negotiations,

HUSE

ALLiachnent

Ag mlateod
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