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I otteo<led a -tin& t0<101 in tho of'!l.ce or tho Speo1ol A01lotant. !:or 
.\tooal.c f:DoFCT ond QQtot' ~ (s,/Al:) to e>q>loN tl>o -lblllt;y or locotlne 
tlu'-oo station" ot th• 0. S. M..oo1e P.l\.ft'Q" O.teot1oa gy.t.- 1n •nee oloao 
to Alprta t.o oova-r French 1.11v.1.ergrourld •toal1a 't4t•t• \lb1ah, ace<wdlna to • 
rol1oblo llltol14Jenoo 101.'l'oo, '1111 bo t.oklng plaoe I'm. Octobol" l % 1 thro"811 
Norcb 19>2. 

Col. L. Jl. >11ll1•aa or !l/Al; OJl"nO(\ tl>e -tl~ b;y out.l1o1ng the L~nco 
or tbe propoool , whioh IB ox~oted t<> yiel d wor ... tion and dota conoornLna 
\be ett'eot.l .... ~ee at 0\1%' u:.iertfr'Om'ld detecrttcm taa1llt1ea. Ho alao ~· ., 
dooorl.pt.l<>n or tho tn>oo ot e'lul.pMnt I>OOdod tor tbe dot.ocUon slteo. llr. 
Wllllaa Jonoa of wr exprea..,l 1n rath.r foreetul t.er-.s 10 11 Yl.v that 
ahould any u. s. eonn..ot1on ulth rrenob t.&at • bocono kno\ln, vo vould be opon 
to tho cllargu, portloulerl,jo fro111 t1>o llua•lan•, that ve ltfm> 1o taot WJing 
the French te.-t.s •• • dtW!o. tOr S&C:QI"l.ng 1Dtcnw~tlon oo rwelear bl.Aste, an1 
haft u.or.roro not 11'19d up to ..,.. salt-lopoaed ben on maci.Mr taot1ng. 
Mr. nobclrt Fuulon, wpefl.kincg tor AF , notttd alao41~ TebeMnt reect1on vo vould 
got fl"QIIl At'r1o-•n st.Alt.ea 1n i{'ner:ol, tJlHOrt th')'J ~O.bl1.ol)r C'OIIIIIlittod t c having 
U'rica t>. • uucletar...Croo :umo. Hr. JeaN H. Macl\.o1ght e.M Mt-. foulon tll~tn 
_.,a..<~ to point out t. ... t tvo or tboo pi'OpoMCI oltea !or tho d~ootlon 
atet.tomJ. HM 1 find S1g.r,. IIWQtlt Oo .,-xolU'led tor polit.1cel rHSOidl not. onlJ' 
would 1t b4 Al.fl\o6t. lii!!Poesibltt to eono.~tl eueh f'IOt.1vitt•B f'roa.tho FNnoh 1n 
tbo&e t.\10 countri•a, but nlno 1t. ·.rould .,ppear t.o be nec:ceaary to ooauro the 
•PI>J"'ftl af tbooo two govo,.,.nto bot.,.. pracoO'il.ne, ontl such opprovol b 
l1k•ly to be vithheld . 

}!r. l'oulon t.h•n ookod 100 to duooribo th• pooelb1Ht1uo t)lnt oatght Q)(ht 
for thlo t:rpe of' o~""tloo l.n L1b;yft (Mr • .I'OM8 ot lJliP bed. to loo"" the ..,.,tl.ng 
•• I vaa boalnning rq ~a1Uon}.. I oa1d that thare Mtaed to • to b(t 
oortain f•otor• In tbo Llb7on oituotlon vhich algbt allow tb6 loootlon or 
li'\I.Ch dot.oet1ou Rtotl-Ona. 1\lo rlOGSi.blo "oOTera" euggoattd t}~&OlVOit (l) 
tbo 64th l~llleer llottoUon to """ enao~ in o .. pp1ng ourvey projoot In 
F"1Mly tiM> orea vhere t.IMo oitoo ""'-' tor Ll.b;yft wuld be locoted, tho 
Cha~~a..e• trh~la. J'ro<o Col. J lliu .. <leecrlpUon ot tho oqui-t 
roquJ.rocl, It 'IOuld ·~•r pooolbl& tbot it ooW.d bo 1ntroclaoec1 lnto Llbyo 
•• part or on .lngl.,_.,. tnlr'tA7 .... Q 'llthout ra181r•& ouap1o1ono; (~) Hos t or 
thtt 11re0 1n que•tion 15 ooveN'Cl by otl conoeae1on l.a:M , la04t of 1 t r-.ntod 
to :.,rtean oil ~n1Nt. '!'hot d9tect.lon equ4'*mt 1a quite al.:tU..er t.o end 
vould 1><0 tntl1st1.llgllllbllbla •x<tftpt by •• export l"r<loothio .,. or oqul.-nt 
WS(Y.l by o11. "xplornt1011 t.-11tM. T Mdod thAt lt, \e nvwn eonco1vable tt>...at 
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ei~ en. or bath ot th.eaQ caY~• could bo Ull~ 1o1lthottt ltftVSJlg to inf'oTI!l 
th• Libyan Gov•n'iaont or t.htt Kt~, el thou,gh thie 1AI • poi.ftt on lh11ch our 
Aebaa3'1dor'• ooetLWnta vould obvtou,.,l.y bo requlr od. And , o£ oouru, th• 
vholo GOhENM \IOUlrt }Uf'le t.G be dLeouaeod vltb t.he :..aboaMdOt" at. an eorly 
•tac-. 

Th• oonoonau.o ot th& ...,tlng .,.., (l) it tNt det.....tl.<>n plAD 1.8 to bo 
i<lp~W et «11, it vould h•vo t o lH> dono in U.byliJ (2) 110 would hevo 
to bo aboolut.ly oert.atn ot h!ll•l.ns •• a1r-t(Cht • oat"or aa 1a bu:Donly 
poootbleJ (J} Col. \11111•"" vould l nitiet• ootian to brfn4 t.ho det.ctl.<>n 
peoplo topt.Mr vlth - <:OV,looon to •oe wbet tbo poeslbilit 1eo vould bo 
t<>r ut1lii1Jl8 too lilnj!in&•r detoc-t in L!.bT• •• • ,,., .. .,.., (4) 1n the 
near f"utur., htl voul.cl sohodulo a tAOOtln& w1t.h .lot"on1w, lSA, iF'lAC (J.lr 
Foroe 1eohnie.tl Ap~l1oat1ona C.nteT). &.ad state to oonald.er tM •tWr 
1'\irther an4 deterlline it tM Ot"i" hu boon ...,ohecl tor on apProeob to 
tho i~8Md« 011 tho aubj.,ot., !Y. FO'Qlon •tn•Md tbet. kt M•, or course, 
not Cl<>IIDitt&d lt""l.t to ~h1ns exoopt to ooulder tho pr<>pooel turtber. 

SiiCRfiT 
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t xefer to you~ letter of J~ly 24, 1961, ~~ject, 
~rroach ~raxoua4 r .. ~.~. 

the llepnt>Hat la clearly a.....-a of ta. dulrabUI.ty 
of IIIOGJ.todq thcae teet& for en. purpoaaa deacribcd iu 
701tt lac;car . It b o>aceaNey, aawwtheleu, t:o _,.,. 
caref\ally the anUcipatacl technt.ed aa1u .taa1nac: poaal.ble 
ri.U lavolved. i>reu.dnery .. xad.nat.ioa by the llepare-nt 
1ad1C«tea thetr 

1. Mall, wl.tb • gov•~c: .......m..c; o-cfADced wwerd 
the Soviet lloe and..., utilliiq t:ha IMrVleea of 
a nlllll>er of Bloe ceohc>.lcJ.ana, ..,..14 appear co lot: 
totally ua.uit.el>le (or tbe operad.oa. llot ooly 
1a it =l.i!uly that ella Govexa--.t o{ Mall -ld 
app~ve tl\e project (and the p1'0jeot e<MJlcl DOl: be 
ean:'ivd out without the i"""'"-t'e coopacetl.on), 
l~Cst diacov.ry by Bloe .,.r-..1 b Ulcaly •d it 
h a virtual c:ext.ainty that the F~..,.,h WO\Ild be 
awaxa of the o.,.ract.oa. 

2. IUan, v!Ule prue~>tiQc leu ehanee of diacov.lly 
by Bloc pertOill>al, 18 hnvlly dapeoclfmt "" fr..,ch 
t"luUC!ianc vithot>t: .UO.a kDovl&Aia• a project of 
Utia 80rt coul<l not 1>4! eHacta<l. lurc.betwora, 
Wt.gar ie c.-ttee4 tD a poliq of • """"le4u-fr .. " 
.t.frlce and it h W\llbly tbat eha t.ai!Hs of 
1111•"' would be vHUna t.o auqc tba rtal<a to their 
political faeux·ea which diacovery of ehalr pan 
in ~b1a op•ration would eaeall. 

Ma.j • Gflll. J. F. locknha>an, USAF, 
Ch18f , M l'ocbnlcal ApplioatiOI'>a Cttnut', 

DCS/Opera dO<UI , 
Deparo.ant of the Air Fore .. , 

lia$hingt:oo 2S, 0. c. 
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1n ·~ o.a:sa, <ll~r• is JlA) extatia; opoarae;too 
U> either Mali or Rf&er t:o lead it:adf u a cover 
for tha project. 

:1. L1b7*, a1t:~t1voly appNre t:o oftor ¢artuu 
poanb11iti0lt for eu1taltly c.O>:ryinJ oot t1w P"tOject:. 
)leppl.!>(l lrUl'V&Ja arc nov baius c:cn;duct:ad ey tbe 
Cot'pc of I!'Qairleere in U'..e ~ e-Sebha-Gbad-• area, 
~" ale~ 4 n~r. of privata U.S. oil ceapauiea 
u· .. prosp(>Ctl~ I:>r p11trol£wi. 'EtthQt' or l>or:b Gf 
r:luo&e •Y I'TU~t Of'POYI:>Iaiti&a for aec:w.·e 
~tori~ of Gh5 1r~nch teat&, an4 it ia CUJSeSte4 
t:h&t you •"?lore t.h.,. to dcc.ndoe "'bcthor a 
luitcbla o·pcrlitio<!al pliUl cao be .t.vcl~<i 1u 
conzu!at1cm w!..tb ~:Moo. lC it b uoe .. IU)' t:o 
41rect 1nqu1rlu to 1111Uta..., uoita in ~ field, 
~ ~anmeat will be b4zpp)' to "ool'dwt.• th­
witlt our ~uaclor in !eagluld. 

MC2anwl1116 , tbll Daputau>ni: ia act.zpt1QS to wei!P> t~ 
foreJ.&n polle, J.:opll.utiou of el•' propoul, ai>Q ~r .a..!>aa$4-
dor il\ Libya baa b.,eo """" .. t41d to c:-.nt p~c.ly oa d>e 
poui!JiUti .. tor <»n<il>i:tl.a£ .....,11 &JJ oput>t1ou 1:4 Ubya a11d 
on w1>41t!i•r or aot an ap~,>r~aeh to Libyan ••t.bOd.t:iea ""ul<l 
be laaaib1e. 'tou aru ava re, o t eourue, 4ieeoHry of t<IY 
u.s. -•cd.oa vith rrnteb n~J.ear t&8ta, W.e.valf our 
purpoae., wa~bt ~J&bj~ce us co acet~.Htia. of b.aviut ~ 
c:dticallr coa<lo;:,ed l.f ni>t tmcour&f.6d the l'rellch tt:at:a 1:o 
order to gather c!at.a ""' ar& unablCI otber.d.oe to ao'{~r• 
b•cn" of 010::' eclf-~os"cl teet ball. Our podtion f.:. 
.A.fd • .ca in particular, and "'''""' ' uneOiollllit.tad" w.t.1012o in 
gt:l\C!r&l, would toe c!anaged, 41>14 vo 100\lld be plaee4 a:: a 
pa,.cboloateal dioa""-"tan• in fuao-re di .. ~e ...0 teal:• 
ball c.lka. 

n.aa, -..bile die Dtti>n-.e 1a w11l1R3 to explon over,. 
pouil>.ilit:y for .acc-datillg tn. datecu.,. u .... , fi.ft.al 
cl-.1-.l.on =uat awod.< the r.,.olta of t'u~thft: study. C1ee.rl:f, 
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a -.jol:" factor 1n t.bla G.cbl.oo. wUl 'be tha es:tut to whioh 
the dalul oaa be tnifti.JoUe4 by the U.Velopn•t oC a aecu><~ 
_,. plaD. 

V. vUl ~ you Wo-.l .,.. aay farthu doi\;elapoomu:• 
COS>Cami.Jiil, tbia toubjll'ct. 

Clearances: 

Al'N - Mr. Ji~ ((~~~))\,J,t . .,/IJ .. ·-v" 
AiW- Hr. Ferguson ~oU1~ 
AF - Mr. MacKnight ( :r ) 
IO/UNP - Mr . Jonea ( ) 
lNR - Mr . McAfee ( '• ) 
C - Mr. Ne"""'n 
0 - Mr. Pickering 1_ / 
EUR - Mr. Davie \... : ') 

ee: Asst. Sec Oef., Int. See. Affairs (DOD/lSA) 
General Counsel, Dept. of the Air Foree (SAFGC) 
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