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Coverage of Franch Underground Testa

I sttonded a mesting today in the office of the Special lssistant for
Atomie Energy and (uter Spaes (5/iZ) to explors the possibility of locating
three stations of the U. 5. ‘toale Fnergy letectlon Systea in areas cloas
to Algeris to sover French underground atomle tests whleh, sccording to &
reliable intelligence source, will be taking place [mom Getober 1901 through
March 1%2.

Gol. L. B. 7111inms of 5/45 opened the meeting by outlining the importance
of tha proposal, which ig expected to yleld Information and date concerning
tha affectivensss of our wwlergromnd detectlion facilitlies. He almo gave »
daseription of the types of aquipment meeded for the datectlom sites. Mr.
Willism Jonos of UNP expreased in rather forceful terms I0'a view thati
phould sny U, 5. commeotion vith Frenoh testa become known, we would be open
to the charge, particulerly from the Russians, thet we were in fact using
the French Lests as n davics For sscuring inforsstlon on nuclear blasts, and
have thersfora not lived up to our sell-lpposed ban on nuclear testling.

Hr. fiobert Foulon, speaking for £F, noted alase vehamant resctlon we would
got from African states in genaral, sinoe thay" bliblioly committod te baving
AMfrice be s mclasar-froe zone. Mr. Josse M. Machnight and Mr. Foulon then
procasdad to point out that two of the proposed sitss for the detection
ntations, Mil I and Niger, must be exoluded for politieal reesons: not only
wenld 1t ba almost lmpossiblas to conosal such motlvitles fromthe French in
these two eountries, but alao it would appaar to ba necessary to seourse the
spproval of theso two governsents bafore proceedling, end such spproval ia
likely to be withheld,

Mr. Foulon then asked mo to deseribe the possibilitles that alght exlst
for this type of operation in Lihym (Mr. Jones of UNP hed to lwave the meeting
s I vas beginning my axpoaition}. I said that there seeasd to me to be
eartaln Csetors in the Libysn situatlon vhich aight sllow the location of
such detastion atations, Two posaible “oovera" suggested thamselves: (1)
the G4th Engincer Battalion is now engaged in n mepping survey project in
precisaly the area vhers the sites proposed for Libys would ba locatsd, the
Ohat-3obha-Ghadenes trisngle. Froa Col. Jillisms desoription of the oquipsent
required, it would sppesr possible thet it could be introduced Into Libye
af part of an dnglnesr survay team without raising susplolons; (2) Most of
the arsa in question is covered by oll concession land, most of it rented
to smarican oll companles. The detection equipsent is quite sizilar to and
would ba indistingulshehle sxeapt by an expert fromthe type of equipsent
usel by oll axplorntion twamn. T mdded that it 1s aven concolivebls that
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sither ane or both of these covers ecould be used without having to inform
the Lihyan Governmant or the King, slthough this is & polnt on vhich our
inhassador's gomments would obviously be required. aAmnd, of souwrsa, the
whole schemes would hovs iLo be dlscussed with the Ashassedor at an esrly
ntapa.

The concensus of the mseting wvami (1) if the detection plan iz to be
inplesented at 211, it would have to be done in Libyaj (2) we would have
to ba abaolutely certain of having as sir-tight a cover as ia humsnly
posaiblay (3) Col, Williama would finitlate action to bring the detactlion
paoplo together with the inginesrs to soe vhat the posalbilitles would be
for utilising the Engineer detschsont in Libya se a coverj (4) in the
near Tuture, he would scheduls a meeting with Defense, 1SA, AFTAC (AMr
Foroe Technical Applieatlions Center), end State to consider the metter
further and determine if the stage has been roached for an approach to
tha /sbassador on the subjeet, Mr. Foulon stressed that AF hes, of course,
not comitted Itmalf to enything sxwept to conslder the proposal further,
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Auguac 15, 1961

SECREYL
Desar Cenerasl hodenhsuser!

I refar te your letter of July 26, 1961, subject,
“Fromch Underground Tests”.

The Departmemt (8 clearly aware of the desirability
of smonitoring these tests for the purposes deseribed in
your letter. It is necesssry, nevertheless, to weigh
carefully che ancicipeted tecimical gains agasinst possiblae
risks luvolved. FPreliminary exsminatien by the Department
indicates that:

1. Mali, with a goverrment somevhat oriented toward
the Soviet Bloe and mow utilising the services of

a oumper of Bloc cechalcliams, would appear to be
totally unsuitable ifor the operatiom. HNot only

is it wnlikely that the Government of Hall would
approve the project (and the project ecould oot be
carried out without the govermment's ecoperation),
bur discovery by Bloc perponmel is likely and ic

is a virtuzal cercainty that the Fremch would be
awvare ol the cperacios.

2. WNiger, whlle presenting less chance of discovery
by Bloc persomnel, Lis heavily dependent on Fremech
tecinieians withont whose knowledge a project of
this sort could not be effected. Furthermors,
Wiger is committed to a policy of a "muclear-free”
Afriece and it is wunlikely that the leaders of

Higer would bs willing to sceept the risks to thelr
pelitical futures which discovery of their parc

in this operatiom would emtail.

Maj., Gan. J. ¥, Rodenhsuser, USAF,
Chief, AFY Techniecal Applisacions Center,
pCE /Operationa,
Ueparfment of the Alr Force,
wWashington 25, B. C.
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In any case, cthers i2 no existing operation
in either Mali or Higer to lead itself 2s & cover
toxr the project,

3« Libya, alternatively appesre to offer certain
possibilicies for sultably csrrying out the projecet.
Mapping surveys are mow being conducted by the
Corpe of Tugiveers in the Ghes-Sebha~Chadames area,
where alsos a nwber of private U.3. oll companiecs
#rs prospectiag for petrolsum. Elcher or both of
these may pressut opportunities for sesuve
mouitering of cthe French tests, and it i3 suggested
that you explore them Lo decermine whather a
suiceble operstiomal plan ean be developed in
conneation wich thewm. If it is necegaary to
divect inquiries to military umits in the fleld,
the Department will be happy to coordinate them
with cur Asbaseador in Benghazi.

Meanwhile, the Deparcment is acttempiing to weigh the
favelgn polley implications of the proposal, and our imbapsa~-
dor im Libya hae beéen requested to comment promptly on the
possibilities for conducting sush 2o pperztion in Libya and
on whether or st an approach te Libyaa suthorities waould
be fsasible., TYou arv awvare, of course, discovery of gny
T.8. conmescion with Frenmch nuclesr tests, whatevezr our
purpasa, might gubject us to sceusstions of haviag hypo=
eriticelly condoned if not sncouveged the Freuch tests in
erder o gather dsca we are unable otherwise to sequire
becaune of our self-isposed test ban. Our position in
Afriea in perticular, and ssong "vmcomaitted' naticus in
general, would be damsged, aad wo would be placed at x
paychological dioadvantege in future digsrmsment and test-
ban talks.

Thos, while che Department is wllling to explore every

possibility for scesamodating the detection ceams, final
degision must avalt the resulis of further study. Cleerly,
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factor in this decisionm will ba the extent to whioh
the riaks can be minimized by the development of a secure
ecaver plan.

We will keep you informed on any further developments
ndng this subjeset.

)
-‘-t

Sincerely youzs,

Howard Furaas
Acting
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- Mr. Ferguson (

AF = Mr. MacKnight ¢ i )
I0/UNP - Mr. Jones [ 3
INR - Hr. McAfee o
G - Mr. Newman . j'
D - Mr. Pickering LL o
EUR - Mr. Davis & \

cer Asst. Sec Def., Int. Sec. Affairs (DOD/ISA)
General Counsel, Dept. of the Alr Force (SAFGC)
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