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MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION
SUBJECT: (U) Decision to Declassify GAMBIT and HEXAGON Programs

(U) Effective this date, I approve the phased
declassification of the GAMBIT and HEXAGON film return satellite
imagery reconnaissance programs. This action excludes
consideration of film, which is under the purview of the
Director, National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency.

(U) The declassification of these programs will be phased,
to include: (1) approval of the National Reconnaissance
Office’s (NRO) GAMBIT and HEXAGON declassification guidance; (2)
the immediate declassification of GAMBIT and HEXAGON hardware to
facilitate preparation, transportation, and storage of the
artifacts; and (3) security education and associated
notifications. During this initial phase all GAMBIT and HEXAGON
program information--including hardware, documents, and
records--will be treated as UNCLASSIFIED//FOR QFFICIAL USE ONLY
in preparation for their public release. No public release is
authorized before 17 September 2011.

(U) I direct the following actions by the indicated
individuals:

, a. (U) Director, Management Services and Operations
Directorate to take the necessary steps to implement this
decision with regard to GAMBIT and HEXAGON program records, to
include ensuring the coordination of the declassification
guidance with the Intelligence Community before approving it;

b. (U) Director, Business Plans and Operations

Directorate to take the necessary steps to implement this
decision with regard to GAMBIT and HEXAGON artifacts, to include

declassifying specific artifacts; and

C. {U) Director, Office of Security and
Counterintelligence and Director, Imagery Intelligence Systems
Acquisition Security to initiate a security education and
notification program to inform and prepare the NRO workforce
about this change in classification policy and, through
established channels, notify Congress, Commonwealth allies, and

industry.
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(U) My point of contact for declassification dctions is

Stephen R. Glenn, Information and Access Release Team. He 1is
available at 703-227-9128 or_ {secure) .

ruce Carlson
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