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T0: The Secretary

FROM: INR - J, Stapleton Roy W%'bw :

SUBJECT: Declagsification of 01d Satellite Imagery

ISSUE FOR DECISION

Whether to sign the attachea memorandum from the Director
of the National Imagery and Mapping Agency to the Director of
- Central Intelligence (DCI) recommending the declassification of
) another small set of historical satellite imagery from the XH-7
2 ‘system and the KH-9 mapping camera.

BACKXGROUND

 Executive Order 12951, February 22, 1985, declassified
most reconnaissance satellite imagery acquired from 1960 to i
1972 and delegated future declassification decisions te the
DCI, in consultation with the Secretaries of State and Dafon=a.
For this reason, the attached memorandum requires your
signature, above that of the Secretary of Defense, before the
DCI can consider approval of the proposed declassification.

ESSENTIAL FACTORS

Executive Order 12951 also required a declassification
review, by February 2000, of all obsolete, film return, broad

area satellite photography. :
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QCIARS cation of the m from the KH-9 mapping camera
acquired between 1973 and 1580 at 10 meter resolution.
Commercial satellite imagery systems have been pelling global
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coverage at this quality for over 15 years. The major benefit
of declassifying the XH-9 mapping camera £ilm is that it will
extend comparable quality global coverage back another twalve
years to 1973, enabling environmaental scientists to monitor
change over a longer time.

The IC is also near-unanimous in recormending
declassification of film from the KH-7 camera, acquired
between 1963 and 1967. The KH-7 film’s best quality is 0.6
meters resolution, slightly better than the bast current
commercial system, IKONOS, that sells global coverage (except
Israel) at 0.82 meters resolution. The statutory prohibition
on selling or declassifying imagery of Israel at a quality
better than that available from foreign commercial sources
{currently calibrated at 2.0 meter resolution) applies to the

orical -7 ph raph Bi

Because of KN-7 film’s 30-plus year age and its
similarity to the current and well-recaived IKONOS commercial
image 1 BS

concurred in

@ eclasgification o e KH-7 £ilm, excluding
coverage of Israel, General King, Director of NIMA, recommends
KH-7 declaasification on this same basis in the attached
menorandum which has been endorsed by Secretary of Defense
Cohen. Tha major benefits of declagsification of the KH-7 £ilm
would be to place a detailed, primarily urban, database from
the 19608 into the public record. This could be used for
change detection, industrial site pollution studies, and

historical studies of key events.

Bs

RECOMMENDATION

In light of the lac of adverss
le current commerc
i declassification of KH-7 covera

of adverse foreign reaction to
. g systems, and the spacific
:gggusion from ge ‘of Israel, I
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recommend you sign above Secretary Cohen's signature signifying
your approval of declassification of the KH-7 and KH-9 mapping
camera film, as spacified in the memorandum,

Approve A é{/ / & @ Disapprove
16 JUN 2000

Attachment:
Memorandum from Director, NIMA to DCT
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