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TO: The Secretary 

FROM: INa. • J. Stapleton Roy .~: 

SUBJECT: Declassification of Old Satellite Imagery 

ISSUE FOR DECISION 

Nbether to 81qn the attached memorandum from the'Director 
of the National Imaqery and Mappinq Agency to the Director of 
Central Intelligence (DCI) recommending the declassification of 
another small ••t of historic~l aatallite imagery from the KH~7 
system and the JC.H. 9 mapping camera. 

BACKGROtmD 

I Executive Order 12951, February 22, 1995, 4eclass1fied 
most reconna1••ance satellite imagery acquired from 1960 to 
1972 and delegated future declassification deCisions to the 
DCI, in consultation with the Secr~taries of St~te and Dcf~~:~. 
For this reason, the attached memorandum req~ires your 
signature, above that of the Secretary of Defense, before the 
OCI can consider approval of the proposed declassification. 

ESSENTIAL FAC'l'ORS 

Executive Order 12951 allo required • declassification 
review, by Pebruary 2000, of all obsolete, film return, broad 
are••at.l~ite photography. 
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coversoa at this quality for over 15 years. ~he major benefit 
of declaaaifying the !H.g mapping camera film is that it will 

\ extend comparable quality global coveraqe back another twa4ve 
( years to 1973, enabling environmental .cientiats to monitor 

change over a lonqer t~me. 

The Ie i. a180 near-unanimou8 in recommendinq

decla••ification of film from the KH·7 camera, acquired

between 1963 and 1967. The KH-7 film's b••t quality ia 0.6 

meters re.olution, slightly better than the best current 

commercial system, IKONOS, that sells global covarage (except

Israel) at 0.82 maters r8801ution~ The statutory prohibition 

on .811ing or decla.sifying imaqer.y of Israel at a quality

better than that available from foreign commercial e~ceB 

(currentlY calibrated at 2.0 meter resolutionl 8::1188 to the 


Bllbiltor~C~l XK" ~~~~raphY:1 __ I 
Because of 1H-7 film's 30-p1us year age and its 


similarit to the current and well-received lEONOS commercial 

JJna a 
 B5 

concurre n 
• ec aSB ca on 0 8 KH-7 film, excluding 


coveraqe of Israel. General King, Director of NINA. recommends 

KH-7 declassification on this same basis in the attached 

memorandum Which has been endorsed by Secretary of Oefene. 

Cohen. The major benefits of declassification of the ~·7 film 

would be to place a detailed, primarily urban# databa.e from 

the 1960, into the public record. This could be used for 

change detection, industrial site pollution studiea, and 

hi8torical .tudiea of key events. 
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iIn liqht of the lack of adverse foreign reaction to ifi 
~able current cOmmercial imaging systems, a~d the apec c 

:~:!ion from declassification of KH-7 coveraqe of Israel, I i 
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recommand you aiqn above Secretary Cohenfs signature signifying 
your approval of declassification of the KH-7 and KH.9 mappinq 
camera film, as specified in the memorandum. 

Approve a ,pc,~ Di8appZ'Ove ______ 

1 6 JUN 2000 \;::!:JI 

Attachment: 
MemorancSum from Director, NIMA to DCI 
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