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MEMORANDUN FOR THE FILE 

Subj ect : Kissinger/Srnith Conversation 

Kissinger to l d me t ha t he had talked to Dobrynin 
on t he f it"st of July about the zero matter . Oobrynin 
said chat they had never thought we took it seriously . 
Kissinger sald t hat we took the same pos ition about 
the Soviet attitude . Kissinger then asked me i f it 
would be possible after we had tabled our formal pro
posal at Helsinki to privately sound out Semenov on 
possible interest in zero. l told him 1 thought chat 
could be done . I urged him, ha..•ever, t o be sure tha t 
if we did propose i t and they accept ed it, that ,,.e nee 
t hen back away f rom it. Apparent ly , he also talked to 
Dobrynin about three-eo- one, point ing out the asymmetries 
in areas protected . Dobryni:n asked him hOt.; many missiles 
to each site , a nd he sa id he would have to hear that 
from Smith. 

1 also suggested to Kissinger tha t since che offens ives 
dea l was co be j ti S C a negotiating f reez.e that we should no t 
include bombers, even t hough 1 had so recommended in my 
letter to the Pres ident, because no bombers are bemg pro
duced . He seemed to be in agreemen t wi th this. 
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