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Tl~ NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCE PROGRAM 

A. The National Reconnaiss:mcc Program 

1. The NRP is a single program, national in character, 
to meet the intelligence needs of the Government under a 
strong .national leadership, for the development, managemcn t, 
control and operation of all ects, both current and 

Tile poten­
~~o~~.~l resources 

imaginatively ex­
ploited to develop and operate systems for the collcctiolt 
ot: intelligence which are fully responsive to the Govern­
.ment's intelligence needs and objectives. 

2. The National Reconnaissance Program shall be 
responsive directly and solely to the intelligence collection 
requirements and 

B. The Secretary of Defense l<ill: 

1. Establish the· NRO as a separate agency of the 
DOD and will have the ultimate responsibility for the 
management and operation of the NRO and tile NRP; 

2. Choose a Director of the NRO who will report to 
him and be responsive to his instructions; 

3. Concur in the choice of the Deputy Director of 
the NRO who will report to the DNRO and be responsive to 
his instructions; 

4. Review and have the final power to approve.the 
NrtP budget ; 
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5. Sit wi th m¢mbers of the Executive Commit tee, 
when necessary, t o reach decisions on issues on which 
~on-.;..'!l! tt~c a;:-ce~cnt c ould nut u~ reaci'led4 

C. Th e Di r ecto r of Central Intelligence will: 

1. Establish t he collection priorit ies a nd requi re­
ments for the targe ti ng of ~mP operations and t he es tablish­
••ent o f t heir f requency of cover age ; 

2. Review the resul ts obtained by the NnP and 
r ecommend, i f appropri ate, s t eps for i mprovi ng such results; 

4 . Re view and approve the NRP budget each year ; 

5. Provide s ecurity policy guidance to mai ntain a 
uniform s ys t em in the whole lffil' area. 

D. National Reconnai s sance Program Executive C01omi t tee 

1. An NRP Executive Committee , consisting or the 
Deputy Secretary o f Defense, the Director of Central 
I ntelligence, and t he Special As s istant to the Pres ident 
for Sc i ence and Techno l ogy , i s here by e stablished to guide 
and par ticipate in the formulation of the NRP t hrough the 
DNRO. (The mmo wi.ll sit wi th the 'Execu ti vc Commi t tee but 
will no t be a vo.tius member. ) I f t he Executi ve Commi t tee 
can not agree on a n i ssue the Secretary of Def ens e wil l be 
r eques ted to s i t with the Committee in. di scuss ing t his 
iss ue a nd wil l arive at a decision. The NRP Executive 
Commit tee wi l l ' 

a . Recomme nd to the Secretary of Defense an 
appt·opt·iate l eve l o f effor t fo r t he NRP iu respons e t o re­
conn:t i ssal\ce requi r ements provided· by USIB and i n the lit;:bt 
of technical capabilities and fisca l limi t a tions. 

b. Approve or modi f y t ho consolida te d Na t iona l 
Reconnaissance Program and its budget. 

c. Approve the a llocation of r esponsibil i ty a nd 
t ho co rresponding funds f or research and expl o r atory devel­
opment fot· new sys t ems. Fun<ls s hal l be adequate to ensure 
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fl:IF seenu 

that a vicorous rese:~orc~ And o"-ploratory developrocnt 
e!fu;: t is ach i~ ved :a.ru:i JIL~.i.td:u iut:tc.J Uy Lht: Depar tmcn t oi 
Defense and CIA to desicn nnd construct new sensors to 
meet intellicence requirements aimed at the acquisition 
of intelligence data. This effort shall be ·carried out 
by both CIA a nd DOD. 

d. Approve the al l ocation of development r e ­
sponsibilities and the corresponding funds for specific 
reconnnissance programs with a view to ensurinG that the 
development, testi ng and production of now systems i s 
accomplished with maximum efficiency by the component 

l. 1. es . expe r 1. ­
.cnce a nd t ectmical competence to undertake the assignme nt. 
It will also establish guidelines . for collaboration be­
tween departments and for mutual support where appropri ­
ate. Assicnment of 1'espons1bility for engineerinc devel­
opment of sensor s ubsystems will be mnde to either the CIA 
or DOD components in accordance with the above criteria . 
The engineering development o f all other subsystems, 
i ncluding spncecraft, reentry vehicles, boosters and boos­
ter inter face subsystems s hall in genera l be assi~;ned . to 
an Air Force component. recogni zing, howe ver, that scnso1~s, 
spacecraft :tt1d reentry vehicles ·are inte(tl'al componen ts 
of n sys tem, the deve lopment of which must proceed on a 
fully coordinated bnsis, wi th a view to ensuring opti mum. 
s ystem develop:nent. in support of intelli gence rcquil'c ­
racnt a l o r overhead reconn:tisa anee .. To optimize the pr i ­
mary objective ot systems .deve lopment, desi ,n requ irenu:n1t. 
of th<! sensors wi ll be ~;iven priority in tbeir integra­
tion within the spacecraft and reentry vehicles. 

e. Ass ign oper.a tional responsibility for 
various types of manued overTl ight 
DOD subject to tbc concurrence of the 

f. Periodically r e view the essential features· 
of· the major program elements of the NRP. 

2 . The Executive CoiDllti t tee shall meet on the call 
of either the Deputy Secretary of Defens e or the Director 
of Central Jntelli~eoce. All meetings will be attended 
b)' t he mmo and such staff adv i sors as the Deputy Secre­
tary of Defense or the Direc tor of Central lntelligoncc 
con~idcr desirable. 
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E. National Reconnaissntlce Office 
., 

1. To implement the NiU>, the Secretary of Defe nso 
wi 11 establ ish the NRO as a separate opera tillS" agency' ot 
tile DOD. It shall inc lude -the SOC wh ich shall be joint l y 
manned. 

2. The Dir ector of the NRO shall be appointed by 
t he Secretary of Defense. The Director NRO will: 

a . Subject to direction and control of the 
Secre tary of Defense and the 

so ortb in Section D above , have the res pon-
sibi lity manag ing the NRO and executing the NRP. 

·. 

b. Subject to review by the Executive Committee, 
and the provisions ot Section D a bove, have author ity to 
ini tiate , app r ove, modify, redirect or t erminate a ll r e-

. search and developnent programs i n the NRP. Ensure , 
throu~:h appropriate recomme ndations to the Execu ti \'C Com­
mittee !or the ass ignment of research and devel opment 
responsibilities and the allocation of funds, that thD Cull 
potentialities of agencies of the Government concerned witn 
reconnaissance are realized · for the i nvention, improvement 
and development of reconnaissance systems to meet USIB 
requi rements. 

c. Have au tllori ty to r equ ire that he be l<ept 
fully and completely informed by al l Agencies and Depar t­
ments of the Government o f al l programs and ac tivities 
undertaken as part of t he NRP . 

d. Alnin t a i n arid provide to the> me111bers of t he 
Executive Committee records of the status of all projects, 
programs and ac ti vi ties of the JffiP. in the research·, devel­
oplnent. production and/or operationo l phnses . 

e. Prepare a comprehe nsi vo budget for all 
aspects of the National Reconnaissance Program. 

f . Establ ish a fiscal c on tro l and accounting 
p1·occ <lure to ensure that all funds expended in s upport of 
t he Nationa l Reconnaissance Progr nm are fully accou11ted 
for n11<1 appropria tely utilized by the agencies concet·ned. 
In particular, t he bud·get shall show sepnrately those 
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funds to be applied to research and explo1·atory desi~;n 
dcv..,lop•oC l~t, sYs-toms development , procuromr;ont 1 and 0!)t-ra­
t ional activities. Funds expe nded or obligated under the 
authority of tbe Direc tor of Central I ntelligence und~r 
Public Law 110 sha l l be administered and a ccounted for by 
CIA and will be reported to DNRO in accordance with asrced 
upon procedures. 

g. Sit with the USIB for the matters affectins 
the NRP. 

3. The Deputy Director NRO shall be appointed by 
t e w~ e co o 
Defense and shall serve full time in a l ine position di ­
rectly under the Director NRO. The Deputy Director shall 
act for and exercise the powers of the Di r ector , NRO during 
hi's absence or disabili ty. 

4. The NRO sha ll be jointly staf fed in such a fashion 
as to reflect the best talent appropriately. available from 
the CIA, the 'three mi litary departm<>uts and other Gove rnmen·t 
l'l:cncies. The NRO staff "'ill report to t he DNRO and DDiffiO 
and will maintain oo allegiance to the originating agency 
or Department. 

F. Initial Allocation of Program·Responsibilities 

1. 
s ha ll be 

Respons i bil i t y for existing programs of t he NRP 
a llocated as indicated in Annex A attache d hereto. 

(Signed) Cvrus Vance 
Deputy Secretary of DefeJ>Se Central Intelligence 

13 August 1965 
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ANNJ;X A 

The followin~ assignments for the development of 
new opticn.l sensor s ubsystems are made t o take full ad­
vanta~;e of techni cal capabi l ity a nd experience o f the 
agenci~s involved . 

The Director, NRO will, in managing the correspond~ 
ing over-all syste"!s developments, e ns ure that: 

1. The management of and contracting for the 
sensors is arranged so that the design ~nd engineering 
capabilities in t he various cont ractors are most eff i ­
ciently utili~ed. 

2. The sensor paclqlges n.nd other subsystems are 
integrated· in an over-all system engineering design for 
each s ystem, wi th DNRO having responsibili ty for systems 
i ntegration of each over~all system. 
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