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SUBJECT: FAFGHANISTAN: FOREIGN SECRETARY HULLS OVER AFCHANISTAN

REF: A. ISLAMABAD &520: B. PESHAWAR 916

1. fU) CLASSIFIED BY AME. THOMAS W. SIMONS: JR. REASON:1.5 [B.DI.
1. 0y SUMHARY: FOREIGN SECRETARY SHAIKH CALLED (N THE
EMBASSADOR OCT 6 SEEHINGLY TO DISPEL ANY NOTION THAT PAVISTAN IS
TEROWING ITS CHIPS IN WITH THE TALIBEN: SHAIKH. STRESSED THAT
PRFISTAN'S FOCUS IS TO GET THE TALIBAN AND JUMBESH LEADER DOSTAM
TOGETHER SO FIGKTING IN THE NORTH DOES NOT SPREAD. WHEN ASKED
ABOUT REPORTS OF INCREASED PAK ASSISTANCE TO THE TALIBAN: SHAIKH
DODGED THE QUESTION: BUT A COUPLE OF DAYS LATER CALLED THE
RAMBASSADOR TO REPORT THAT HE HAD CHECKED AND COULD CONFIRM THERE
HAD BEEN ND SUCH INCREASE. THE AMBASSADOR BRIEFED (AND OK OCT 8
UPDATED) SHAIKH ON THE STATUS OF A USC VISIT TO KABUL. END
SUMHARY. -

GOP PUSHING RECONCILIATION

3. (C) FOREIGN SECRETARY SHAIKH CALLED IN THE AMBASSADOR OCTOBER

6 T0 "DISCUSS AFGHANISTAN." SHAIKH'S POINT SEEHED T0 BE THAT
PAKISTAN'S HESSAGE TO TRE TALIBAN IS TO “GET TOGETHER™ WITH
UOSTAR TO ENSURE THAT FIGHTING DOES NOT SPREAD 10 THE NORTH

ORI SERRRIMESE R Gl A 180

REVIEW AUTHORITY: ARCHIE M BOLSTER

|||||||||||||||||(||||
CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
ARA/NEA REARCS

§683758

(TOTAL COPIES: 810

ISLAHA - 08637 G0 OF 62 1011561 602875
TQ STOP FIGHTING MASOOD AMD RABBANI -- "THAT'S A WASTED
EFFORT." SHAIKH NOTED A DELEGATION FRON DOSTAM 1S COOLING 178
HEELS IN PESHAWAR. HE SAID DOSTAM WANTS TO SEE TALIBAN LEADER
MAULVL RABBANI, BUT RABBANI™ IS ILL INFII. THE QUESTION NOW HAS
BECOME ONE OF PROTCCOL: IF RABBANY (S UNAUAILABLE, THEN WHOH
SHOULD DOSTAM HEET? SHAIKH OPIKED THAT ANY SUMHIT MEETING
BETMEEN THE TALIBAN AND DOSTAH WOULD TAKE PLACE INSIDE
AFGHANISTAN.  SHAIKH DID NOT SEEM OPTIHISTIC, HOWEVER: THAT
PAKISTAN'S EFFORTS TO GET DOSTAM AND THE TALIBAN TOGETHER N ANY
LASTING WAY NOULD SUCCEED -- "HOW SUCCESSFUL WE WILL BE IN THIS
ENDEAVOR IS UP IN THE AIR."

4. [C) THE AMBASSADOR ASKED SHAIKH TO COMMENT ON REPORTED SIGNS
OF INCREASED PAKISTANI MATERIAL SUPPORT TQ THE TALIBAN. SHAIKH
DODGED THE QUESTION. (NOTE: ON OCT § SHAIXH CALLED THE
AHBASSADOR TO REPORT THAT HE HAD "CHECKED THREE PLACES" AND
FOUND NO BASIS FOR REPORTS OF INCREASED PAK ASSISTANCE TO THE
TALIBAN, HE SUGGESTED THAT ICRC FOOD CONVOYS CONSISTING OF
“TRUCKS OF COLOR™ ARE PERHAPS BEING MISTAKEN FOR PAK MILITARY
VEHICLES. (SEE REFTEL B FOR CONSULATE PESHAWAR'S READING ON
TRAFFIC AT THE BORDER CROSSINGI

5. (Gt REGARDING THE SITUATION ON-THE-GROUND. SHAIKK SAID HE
"DOUBLE CHECKED® CONCERRING THE STATUS OF DOSTAM'S FORCES AT
SALANG TUNKEL -~ "FROM WHAT WE KKOW: DOSTAM HAS ABANDOKED
POSITIONS ON THE SOUTR SIDE OF THE TUNHEL.“ SHAIKH ADDED THAT
DOSTAM HAD APPARENTLY RECEIVED "LOTS™ OF AMMUKITION AND

EQUIPHENT FROM MASOOD‘S RETREATING TROOPS. ACCORDING TO ONE
REPORT: SHAIKH NOTED. DOSTAM HAD ALSO RECEIVED TANKS AND
“THOUSANDS™ OF KALASHNIKOUS FROM HEKMATYAR'S FORCES AS THEY
RETREATED. SHAIKH CITED STILL ANOTHER REPORT -- THIS ONE
DESCRIBED AS “UNCONF IRMED" -- TO THE EFFECT THAT DOSTAH kaD
RECEIVED 18 TANKS AND 6 PLANES FROM KAZAKSTAN OR» POSSIBLY,
UZBEKISTAN. SHRIXH ADDED THAT THE PAK CONSULATE IN
HATAR-E-SHARIF WAS CHECKING OUT THIS REPORT

6. C) NOTING THAT HE WAS SPEAKING WITHOUT INSTRUCTIONS: THE
AMBASSADOR SAID HE AGREED THAT STOPPING THE FICKTING IN THE
NORTH WAS THE ISSUE OF THE MOMENT. NOT ONLY_TO PREVENT FURTHER .
BLOODSHED: BUT ALSO BECAUSE OF CONCERN OVER HOW AFGHANISTAN'S
NEIGHBORS MIGHT REACT. THE AMBASSADOR THEN SKETCKED FOR SHAIKH
RIS PERSONAL VIEWS ON TWO POSSIBLE SCENARIOS OF HOW EVENIS EUULD

UNFOLD IN AFGHENISTAN:

-- THE "GOOD™ SCENARIO WOULD HAVE THE TALIBAN CONDUCTING
THEMSELUES IN A STATEMANSL IKE HANNER: RESPECTING THE RICHTS OF
RELIGIQUS END ETHNIC MINORITIES: AND BRINGING PEACE AND
PROSPERITY TO AFGHANISTAN. UNDER THIS SCENARIO: AFGHRNISTEN
WOULD BECOHE & BRIDGE -- NOT & BUFFER -- BETWEEN AFGHANISTAN AND

PAKISTAN,

-~ THE “BAD" SCENARIO WOULD HAVE THE TALLBAN TRYING TO DOMINATE
THE OTHER ETHNIC AND RELIGICUS GROUPS: FORCING DOSTAM INTO THE
ARHS CF THE UZEBEXS AND RUSSIANS: CAUSING A BREAKDOWN N THE
TAJIKISTAN CEASEFIRE, DRIVING THE RUSSIANS CRAZY, AND INSPIRING
IR&N TO [NTERFERE FURTHER TO PROTECT ITS PERCEIVED INTERESTS IN

AFGHEN AFFAIRS.

THE AKBASSADOR SAID MUCH DEPENDS ON HOW THE TALIBAN PLAY THEIR
CARDS. THE TALIBAN: HE NOTED: ARE STILL A RELIGIOUS MOVEMENT
NOT HUCH GIVEN TO THINKING ‘[N POLITICAL TERMS AND. IN LIGHT OF
THEIR HILITARY SUCCESSES: ARE NOW EVEN LESS LIKELY TO THINK
POLITICALLY. REITERATING THE USG VIEW THAT THERE CAN BE NO
DURABLE MILITARY SOLUTION TO THE AFGHANISTAN SITUATION. THE
FMBASSADOR SAID A CONFRONTATION BETWEEN THE TALIBAN AND DOSTAM
REINFCRCED BY QUTSIDE SUPPORT WOULD EE & RECIPE FOR THE DIVISION
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OF AFGHANISTAN -- A DEVELOPMENT THAT WOULD ROT BE IN PAKISTAN'S

OR ANYOME ELSE'S INTEREST. SHALKH AGREED THAT THE INTEGRITY OF
AFGHANISTAN IS VITAL TO PAKISTAN'S INTERESTS

7. (C) THE AMBASSADOR EXPLAINED THAT THE U.S. INTENDED TO SEND A
SHALL TEAM HEADED BY THE DCH TO KABUL: MAZAR-E-SHARIF, KANDAHAR
AND BACK TO KABUL FOR DISCUSSIONS WITH THE TALIBAN AND DOSTAM
BUT THE TRIP HAD BEEN PUT ON HOLD BY THE TALIBAN FOR THE

MOMENT, (NOTE: AFTER THE DOM'S MEETING WITH A TALIBAN
REPRESENTATIVE ON OCT 7 (REFTEL), THE AHBASSADOR CALLED SHAIXH
TO UPDATE HIf ON THE TALIBAN'S DECISION T0 DELAY A VISIT BY AN
OFFICIAL USG DELEGATION URTIL AFTER THE TALIBAN HAVE BEEN
"RECOGNIZED" BY SOME ISLAMIC COUNTRIES.!

8. {C) TURNING TO THE REGIONAL DIMENSION OF THE AFGHANISTAN
SITUATION, SHAIKH SAID 1JLEL ZAIDI: CHAIRMAN OF THE PRIME
HINISTER"S POLICY COORDINATIOR CQHHITTEE, WAS LEADING A TEAM TO
THE THREE CENTRAL ASIAN STATES DIRECTLY BORDERING AFGHANISTAN 70O
DISCUSS RECENT DEVELOPMENTS. SHAIKH NOTED THAT ALTHOUGH HOSCOW
WAS NOT ON THE TEAH'S ITINERARY, THAT WOULD NEED TO BE ABDED.
CONCERNING [RAN. SHAIKH SAID HE HAD TALKED TO THEN BOTK BEFORE

HE WENT TO THE UNGA AND AGAIN IN NEW YORK. HE SAID IRAN WAS
OVER-REACTING TO EVENTS IH AFGHANISTAN. HE ADDED THAT THE
TALIBAN'S SWIFT ADVANCES WERE AN UNPLEASANT SURPRISE FOR |RAN:
WHICH HAD THOUGHT THAT THINGS WERE GOING WELL FOR IT IN
AFGHANISTAN -- "THE TEHRAN-PROPOSED REGIONAL CONFERENCE WAS
SUPPOSED TO PUT A STAMP OF LEGITIMACY ON THE THEN KABUL
GOVERNMENT. "  WHEN ASKED WHETHER HE THOUGHT IRAN MIGHT UNLEASH
ISHAEL KHAN: SHAIKE GPINED THAT THIS WAS NOT & LIVE OPTION --
“[SHAEL'S VOLUNTEER FORCES ARE NOT VERY ENTKUSIASTIC AND SUCH AN
OPERATICN WOULD BE VERY EXPENSIVE FOR IRAN."

8. (C) COMMENT: SHAIKH WENT TO GREAT PAINS TO REASSURE US THAT

~ PAKISTAN IS NOT THROWING ITS CHIPS IN WITH THE TALIBAN, IN ANY
CASE: WE WILL CONTIKUE TO URGE PAKISTAN 10 AVCID THE TEMPTATION
OF SIDING WITH THE TALIBAN, BUT INSTEAD WORK TO PERSUADE THE
TALIBAN THAT A DURRBLE PEACE 1S POSSIBLE ONLY THROUGH GEMUINE
NATIONAL RECONCILIATION INVOLVING ALL AFGHANISTAN'S ETHNIC AND
RELIGIOUS GROUPS.  SIHONS
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