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I hope you wili pardon the Presumption of my involving mysels in
I}(S this nmatter, but over the Weekend the Afghan network has been
: lighting up with eoncerns over deovelopmente in southern and
western Afghanistan. T wanted to pass thie slong to you -- and ¢o
Lee if you thin anything belcw warrants hig attention,

Aﬁ]told ne this AN

conedrned tHat ths GOF (151) is deoply involved in
the Talsban trke over in Randahar and Qalat, He is Horried that
the GOP may bhe soeking to “pacify" Afghanistan, inter elia to
.y gpen commerce from Central A&sia to. Rarachi via the Herat-
: Kendahar-~Chamman road. He suspects that the Hesteri plan will
either be sabotaged oy subgtantially altered by thisg undertaking,

l f* )}delq/\\ An  Afghan contaot in Dushanbe told mne this AN that there iw a
Rabbani-ISI deal secording to which Rabbani has agreed to an ISI
aove into southern and wvestern Afghanistan so long as it doas not
8xtend to a challenge of Isnail Khan in Herat. The Thinking of
this sonrce ig that Rabbani 4is exploiting the widening guir
between Gulbuddin and ISI ~-- Browing out of I§1°s imptession. that
Gulduddin wi1} be unable to move bevond the RKabul stalemats ag it
{and HG) had expected. (4 U5 Journalise in Tashkent this AM
called to say that he has heard the Taleban night be moving

toward Gardez -« With involvement in Kabul intended.)

Afghans here ip the U.8. who clainm res be in phone sontast with
Afghana {g Quetta allege that Pak Air Fores offieciale ars
readying Kandahay airport fop Support of gtil} larger nilitary
_ , -operations to lnelude heavier fighting in Helmand and Farah, 0One ;
BRI LGS S T Afghan assepts ag fact involvement of Pal vilitary with ¢he
Taleban gnd that old Rhalqis are Sarving as enforcers in
Randahar. While nany/most Afghan commanders would be cengtrained
in  condemning this alleged g&op intezvention by wvirtue of their
own  dependence on Pakistan, theve appears to be significant i
sentiment within the diaspora against the GOP move. !

For what they are worth 2y own  views ars ag follows: whils
action te end ths chaos in Afghanistan, and  to direct Central.
dsisn conmerae south rathesr than west, appears positive, oy sense
ix  that foreign intervention, éspecially by Paks ®ho oare pot
liked, notahly 4p the South), ultimately will densrate
resistance, While the absance ¢f any sourca of foreign support .
for such resistance nmay linit 4{tg intensity, 1t Rill =mean at ;
least - long tern instability, Continued @op interforsnce 4in - !
—— Afghanistan cold lead to Afghan-Pak conflict, Moreover, I foar i
the implicationsg for Mesteri‘g efforts sntailed in these '
developments. 1¢ the Mesteri plan {s §omehow linked to this
intervention. it w311 undermine the plan. Alternatively. it
. . could be aimed at sabotaging the plan. : T
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