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LENGTH 736 words

HEADLINE: Missing In Action: Truth

BYLINE: By NICHOLAS D.:KRISTOF; E-mail: nicholas@nytimes.com

7 v
RODY:

- Whenl raised the Mystcry of the stsmg WM.D. recent] ¥, lnwks ﬁled." anageq of rcploachﬁll e-maal at me; The
gmt s Y ou *&#"" Who cares if we never ﬁnd weapons of mass: destmctlon, because we' ve liberated: the Iragi people
froma murderous tyrant."’ :

But it does matter, enormously, for American cmchblhty After all as Ari Flexschel said on April-1Q about W. M D
“That i what this‘war was about."

11€JOICC in the newfound freedoms in Iraq. But there are mdxcatxons that the U.s. govemment souped up
intelligence, leaned on Spooks to change their conciusmns and- conoealed \,ontraw mforimation to deceive people athome
and around. the woild :

- Let's fervently hope that tomorrow we find-an Jragi supexdome ﬁlled thh 500 tons of mustard gas and.nerve gas,
25, 000 liters of anthrax, 38,000 liters ‘of botulinum toxin, 29,984 pzohxbxted munitions capab]e of dehvelmg chexmcal
agents, séveral dozen Scud missiles, gas centrifuges to enrich uranium; 18 mobile biological warfare factories, long-
range unmanned aerial vehicles to dispsnse anthtax, and proof of close ties with Al Qaeda. Those are the things ‘that
President Bush ot his aides sugg,ested Iraq might have, and I den't want tg beheve that top adminisfration ofncmls tried

to win support for the war with a campa1gn of wholesale decelt

Consider the now—dlspxoved claims by President Bush-and Cohn Powcl] that Irdq tried to buy.uranium from Niger
so it could build nuclear weapons. As Seymour Hersh noted in The New Yorker, the claims were based on documents -
that had been forged s amateutishly that they should never have been takcn‘séric'ms]y

I'm told by a person involved in the Niget caper that more thana yem ago the vice president's office asked foran
investigation of the uraniuny deal, $0 a former U.S. ambassador to Africa was dispatched to Niger. In February 2002,
according to someone present at the meetings, that envoy reported to the C.LA, and State Department that the'
mfmmatxon was unequivocally wrong and that the documenls had been foroed

The envoy repmted for example that a Nigey mxmster whose agna\‘ure was-otvone of the:docunients had in fact
been out of office for more than & decade. In addition, the Niger mining program was structured so that the uranium
diversion hed been impuossible. The envay's debunking of the forgery was passed azound the adniinistration and seeined
to be accepted -~ except that-President Bush and the State Depa.ﬂfment kept citing it anyway.

“It's disingenuous for the State Department peaple to say they were bamboozled because they knew about this for a
year," one insider said.

Another example is the abuse of iniclligence from Hussein Kamei, a son-tii-Jaw of Saddam Hussein and head of
Iraq's biclogical weapons program uiitil his defection i 1995, Top British and American officials kept citing
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information from Mr. Kamel as evidence of 2 huge secret Iraqi program, even though Mr. Kamel had actually
emphasized that Iraq had mostly given up its W.M.D. program in the early 1990's. Glen Rangwala, 2 British Iraq expert,
says the transcript of Mr. Kamel's debriefing was Ieaked because insiders resented the way politicians were misleading .
the public.

" Patrick Lang, a former head of Middle Eastern affairs in the Defense Intelligence Agency, says that he hears from
those stﬂl in the intelligence world that when experts wrote reports tbat were skeptical about Iraq's W.M.D., "they were
encouraged to think it over again."

“In this administration, the pressure to get product 'right' is coming out of O.S.D. the Office of the Secremxy of
Defense ," Mr. Lang said. He added that intelligence experts had cautioned that Iragis would not necessarily line up to -
cheer U.S. troops and that the Shiite clergy could be a problem. "The guys who tried to tell them that came to understand
that this advice was not welcome," he said. _

"The intelligence that our officials was given regarding W.M.D. was either defective or manipulated,” Senator Jeff
Bingaman of New Mexico noted. Another senator is even more blunt and, sadly, exactly right: "Intelligence was
manipulated.”

The C.LA. was terribly damaged when William Casey, its director in the Reagan era, manipulated intelligence to
exaggerate the Soviet threat in Ceéntral America to whip up support for Ronald Reagan's pohcxes Now something is
again rotten in the state of Spookdom.

http://www nytimes.com
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SECTION : A SECTION; Pg. A01
LENGTH: 1381 words-

HEADLINE CIA Did. Not Share Doubt.on Iraq Data
Bush:Used Report Of Ur: anium Bld

BYLINE: Walfer Pinc_us,_ Washington Post Staff “Writer

BODY: .

A key componerit of Plesuient Bush's claimiin hlS State-of the Umon addrcss last Janyary that fraq had.an active
nuclear:weapons progzam ety allegcd attempt to buy uranium in ‘nger <+ was disp uted by:a ClA-directe migsion tothe
central African ation i eaxly 2002, according to senior administration. eﬂiczal and-a fmmer oovemment oﬁn:ial But
the:CIA did not:pass on the detalled results of itg mvestigatlon 1o the Wlute House or other government agenc1es ,the
officials said. : .

The CIA'S failure to share what it knew; which has not been dlsdosed previously, was one'of 2 number of steps in
the Bush adrmmstranen that helped kcep the uranium story alive until the eve of the war in Irag, when the United
Nations' chief nuc]eal mspectm told the Secunty Councﬂ that the clalm was based ‘on fabricated cv1dence

A senior mtelhaence ofﬁclal szud the CIA's action was the 1esult of exuemely sloppy” handling of a cenitral piece
of evidence in the adrmlustrauons case against then-Tragi Presuiem Saddam Husseln But; the ofﬁclal added, "t'is only

one fact and not the reasen we wentto war. There was a lot more

However a semor CIA analyst said the case s indicative.of iarger probiems" involving t the hiandling. of inte! hgence
about Trag's alleged chermcal, bidlogical and nucledr Weapors pr ograms ‘and-its links to al Qaeda which the
administration-cited as Jusnﬁcat:on for war. "Information not consistent with the administration agenda was dlscarded
and mformatlon that was [c01151stent] was not senously scrutinized,” the anaiyst said.

As the contioversy over Iragintelligence has expanded with the fazlure 5o far of U.S. teams in-Irag.to.uncover’
proscribed weapons, intelligence officials have accused senior adrmmstratlon pohcymakers ofipressuring the CIA or
exapgerating mtelhzence informiation 10 make the case for war, The story mvolvmg the CIA's mammn—purchase probe
however, suggests that the agency also was shapmg intelligence. on Iraq to meet the administr ation's pohcy goals.

Sen. Bob Gr. aham (D “Fla, ) former chairman of the Select Conumtlee on Intemgence and a candidate for president,
yesterday described the case as "part of the agency's standard operating procedure when 1t wants o advance the
information that eupported their {the administration's] position and bury that whxch didn't"

Armed with mfomlanon pmportcdly showing that Iragi officials bad been seekmg 1o buy-wranium in Niger one or
two years earlier; the CIA inearly February 2002 dispatched a rektxmd:U S. ambassador to the Counitry to investigate the
claims, sccording to the senior U.S.-officials and the former government official, who is familiar with the event. The
sources spoke on condition of anicnymity and on condition that the name of the fomner ambassador not be:disclosed.

During his trip, the CTA's envoy-spoke with the president 6f_ Nigerand other Niger ufficials mentioned as being
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i
involved in the Iragi e;ffort, some of whose signatures purportedly appeared on the documents.

After returning to the United States, the envoy reported to the CIA that the uranium-purchase story was false, the
sources said. Among the envoy's conclusions was that the documents may have been forged because the "dates were
wrong and the names were wrong," the former U.S. government oiﬁcxa] said.

However, the CIA did not include details of the former ambassador s repozt and his identity as the source, which
would have added to the credibility of his findings, in its intelligéncé reports that were shared with other government -
agencies. Instead, the CLA only sa:d that Niger government oﬂiczals had-denied the atterpted deal had taken pléce, 2
senior administration said.

"This gent made a visit to the region and chatted up his friends," a'senior intelligence official said, describing the
agency’s view of the mission. "He relayed back to us that they smd it was not true and that he believed them.”

Thirteen months later, on March 8, Mobamed ElBaradei, director perierul of the International Atomic Energy
Agency, informed the UN. Security Council that after careful scrutiny of the Niger documents, his agency had reached
the same conclusion as the CIA's envoy. ElBaradei deemed the documents "pot authentic,” an assessment that U.S.

officials did not dispute.

Knowledgeable sources familiar with the forgery investigation have descnbed the faked evidence as a series of
Jetters between Iragi agents and officials in Niger. The documents had been sought by U.N. inspectors since September
2002 and they were delivered by the United States and Britain last February.

The President's Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board, a panel of nongovernment experts that is reviewing the
handling of Iraq intelligence, is planning to study the Niger story and how it mmade its way into Bush's State of the Union
address on Jan. 28. In making the case that Iraq had an ongoing nuclear weapons program, Bush declared that "the -
British government has learned that Saddam Hussein recently sought significant quantities of uranium from Africa."

That same month, Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld and national security adviser Condoleezza Rice also
mentioned Iraqg's alleged attempts to buy uranium, and the story made its way into a State Departrment "fact sheet” as
well.

Rep. Henry A. Waxman (Calif.), the ranking Democrat on the Government Reform Committee and a leading
administration critic, wrote the president June 2 ‘asking ‘why Bush had included the Niger case as part of the evidence he
cited against Iraq. "Given what the CIA knew at the time, the implication you intended -- that there was credible
evidence that Iraq sought uranium from Africa - was simply false,” Waxman said.

The CIA’s decision to send ar: emissary to Niger was triggered by questions raised by an aide to Vice President
Cheney during an agency briefing on intelligence circulating about the purported Iragi efforts to acquire the uranium,
according to the senior officials: Cheney's staff was not told at the time that its concerns had been the impetus for a CIA
mission and did not learn it occurred or its specific results.

Cheney and his staff continued to get intelligence on the matter, but the vice president, unlike other senior
administration officials, never mentioned it in a public speech. He and his staff did not learn of its yole in spurring the
mission until it was disclosed by New York Times columnist Nicholas Kristof on May 6, according to an administration
official.

When the British govermnent published an intelligence document on Iraq in Sepbember 2002 claiming that Baghdad
had “sought significant quantities of uranium from Africa," the former ambassador called the CIA officers who sent him
to Niger and was told they were looking into new information about the claim, sources said. The -former envoy later
called the CIA and State Department after Bush's State of the Union speech and was told "not to worry," according to
one U.S. official.

Later it was disclosed that the United States and Bntam were basing their reports on common mformatnon that
originated with forged documents provided originally by Italian intelligence officials.

C1A Director George J. Tenet, on Sept. 24, 2002, cited the Niger evidence in a closed-door briefing to the Senate
intelligence committee on-a national intelligence estimate of Irag's weapous programs, sources said. Although Tenet told
the panel that some questions hac been raised about the evidence, he did not mention that the agency had sent an envoy
to Niger and that the former ambassador had concluded that the claims were false.
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The Niger evidence was not included in Secretary of State Colin L. Powell's Feb. 5 address to the Security Council
in which he disclosed some intelligence on Iraq's alleged weapons programs and links to al Qaeda because it was'
considered inaccurate, sources said.

Even so, the Voice of America on Feb. 20 broadcast a story that said: "U.S. officials tell VOA [that] Iraq and Niger
signed an agreement in the summer of 2000 to restime shipments for an additional 500 tons of yellow cake,” a'reference
to the uranium. The VOA, which is financed by the government but has an official policy of editorial mdependence,
went on to say that there was no evidénce such shipments had taken place.
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LENGTH: 1454 words
HEADLINE: What 1 Didn't Find 1n Africa

BYLINE: By Joseph C.: Wilson 4th; Joseph C Wilson'dth, United States ambassador to Gabon from 19920 1995, is
an intemational-‘business consultant :

DAT-ELINE: WASH_IN GTON

BODY: :
Did the Bush administration mampulate mtelhgence about Saddam Hussem $ weapons programs to justify an
invasion of Irag? .

Based on miy experience with the admiinistration in'the months leading up to the war, I have little choice butito
conclude that some of the intelligence related-to Iraq's nuclear weapons program was twisted to exaggerate the Iraqgi
threat:

For 23 years, from 1976 to 1998, I was a career foreign service: oﬁ' icer and- ambassador In 1990, as-charge .
d'affaires in Baghdad, I was the Jast-American diplomat to meet with’ Saddam Hussein. {I-was also a forceful advocate:
for his removal from Kuwait.) Afrer Iraq, I was President George HW. Bush's ambassador to Gabon and Sao Tome and
Principe; under President Bill Clinton, I helped direct Africa policy for: the National Security Council.

It was my experience in Africa that led me to play a simall role i in the effort 6 venfy nformation about Africa's
suspected link to Irag’s nonconventional Weapons programs. Those news:stories’ about that unnamed former envoy who -

went to Niger? That's me.

In February 2002 I was mformed by officials at the Central Intelligence Agency that Vice President Dick Cheney's
office had questions about a particular intelligence report. While 1 never saw. the report, 1 was told that it referred to a
memorandum of agreement that documented the sale of uranium’ veﬂowcake <a formof lighdy processed ore - by
Niger to Irag in the late 1990's: The agency ofﬁcxais asked if- 1 would tcavel to nger toicheck out'the story so they could
provide a Tesponse ta the vice president's office. i

After consulting with-the State Department's African Affairs Bureau (and through it-with Barbro Owens-
Kirkpatrick, the United States ambassador to Nugel) Lagreed to make the trip. The mission 1 undertook was discrest but
by no means secret. While the C.LA. paid my expenses {my time was offered pro bono); 1 made it abundantly clear 1o
everyone I met that I was acting on behalf of the United States governinent.

In'late February 2002, I-arrived i Niger's capital, Niamey, wlmre I'had been a diplemat in the mid=70's-and visited
as.a'Netional Security Council official in the Tate 90's. The city was much as T remembered it. Seasonal winds had
clogged the air with dust and sand. Throughthe haze, I could see camel caravans crossing the Niger River (over the John
F. Kennedy bridge), the setting sun behind them. Mast people had wrapped scarves 4round their faces to protect against
the grit, leaving only their-eyes visible. . ,

The next moming, I met with Ambassador Owens-Kirkpatrick at the embassy. For reasons that are understandable,
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the embassy staff has a]ways kept a close eye on Niger's uranium business. I was not surprised, then, when the
ambassador told me that she knew about the allegations of uranium sales to Iraq - and that she Felt she had already
debunked them in her reports t6 Washington. Nevertheless, she and 1 agreed that my tiroe would be best spent
interviewing people who had been in government when the deal supposedly took place, which- was before her arrival.

1 spent the next eight days drinking sweet mint téa a.nd meéting-with dozéfis of people: current government officials,
former govérnment officials, people associated with the country’s uramux_:n busmess It did-not take long to conclude that

it ‘was highly doubtful that any such transaction had ever taken place.

Given the structure of the consortiurns that operated the mines, it would be exceedmgly difficult for N;ger to
transfer uranfum to frag. Niger's uranfum business consists of two mines, Somiair and Cominak, which are run by French,
Spanish, Japanese, German and Nigerian iriterests. If the governmerit wanted to remove raniutni-from s mine, it would
have to notify the consortium, which in tum is strictly monitored by the International Atomic Energy Agency Moreover,
because the two mines are closely regulated, quasi-governthental entities, selling uranium would require the approval of
the minister of mines, the prime minister and probably the president. In short, there's siriply too much oversight over too
small an industry for a sale to have transpired. .

(As for the actual memorandum, T never saw.it. But news accounts have pointed out that the documents had glaring
errors — they were signed, for example, by officials who ‘were no longer in govemment -- and were probably forged.
. And then there's the fact that Niger formally denied- ﬂ:e charges.) .

Before I left Niger, I briefed the ambassador on my findings, w}uch ‘were consistent with her own. I also shared my
conclusions with members of her staff. In early March, 1 arrived in Washington and promptly provided a detailed
briefinig tothe C.LA. T later shared my conclusions with the State Department’ African Affairs Bureau. There was
nothing secret or eartb-shattering i n my report, just as there was nothmg secret about my tip.

Though I did not file a written report, there should be at least four documents in United States government archxves
confirming my mission. The documents should include the ambassador's report of my debneﬁng in Niamey, a separate
report written by the embassy staff, a C.I.A. report summing up my trip, and a specific answer from the agency to the
office of the vice president {this may have been delivered orally). While T have not seen any of these reports, I have
spent enough time in government to know that this is standard operating procedu.re

I thought the Niger matter was settled and went back to-my life. (I did take part in the Iraq debate, arguing that a
strict containinent regime backed by the threat of force was preferable to'an invasion.) In September 2002, however,
Niger re-emerged. The British governmient published a "white paper" asserting that Saddam Hussein and his
unconventional arms posed an immediate danger. A's evidence, the report cited Irag's attempts to purchase uranium from
an African country.

Then, in January, Presment Bush, citing the Bntxsh dossier, repeated the charges about Iraqi efforts to buy uranium
from Afica.

The next day, I reminded a friend at the State Department of my trip and suggeste-d that if the president had been
referring to Niger, then his conclusion was not borne out by the facts as T understood them. He réplied that perhaps the
president was speakirig about one of the other three African countries that produce uranjum: Gabon, South Africa or
Namibia. At the time, I accepted the explanation. I didn't know that in December, a month before the pres1dent's address,
the State Department had published a fact sheet that mentioned the Niger case.

Those are the facts surrounding my efforts. The vice president's office asked a serious question. I was asked to help
formulate the answer. I did so, and I have every conﬁdence that the answer I provided was circulated to the appropriate

officials within our government.

The question now is how that answer was or was not used by our political leadership. If my information was deemed
inaccurate; I understand (though I would be very interested to'know why). If, however, the information Was ignored
because it did not fit certain preconceptions about Iraq;, then a legitimate argumerit can be made that we went to war
under false pretenses. (It's worth remembering that in his March "Meet the Press” appeararice, Mr. Cheney said that
Saddam Hussein was "trying once again to produce nuclear weapons:") At a minimum, Congress, which authorized the
use of military force at the president's behest, should want fo know if the assertions about Iraq were warranted.

‘I was convinced before the war that the threat of weapons of mass destruction in the hands of Saddam Hussein
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required a vigorous and sustained international response to disarm him. Jraq possessed and had used chemical weapons;
it had an active biological weapons program and quite possibly a miclear research program -- all of which were in
violation of United Nations resclutions, Having encountéred Mr.:Hussein and his thugs in the ron-up to the Persian Guif
war of 1991, 1 was only too aware of the dangers he posed.

But were these dangers the same ones the administration told us about? We have to find out. America's foreign
policy depends on the sanctity of its information. For this reasor, questioning the selective use of intelligence to justify
the war in Iraq is neither idle sniping nor "revisionist history," as Mr. Bush has suggested. The act of war is thelast
optiori of a democracy, taken when there is a grave threat to our national security. More than 200 American soldiers ~
have lost their lives in Iraq already. We have-a duty to ensure that their sacrifice came for the right reasons,

http://www, nytimes.com

LOAD-DATE: July 6, 2003



Grand Jury
Exhibit 8



my
5»#”%

(T

ﬁWV ﬂ,_p

w"‘ bono 77

we ¢
THE NE

yOrK TIMEs OP-ED SUNDAY, JULY 6, 2003

p,,/.;./“‘-,k%,...f/u;nm‘/bws’
ot

wk .9

By Joseph C. Wilson 4th

WASHINGTON
id the Bush administra-
tion late intelli-

Wha‘t I Didn’t Find in Africa

the story so they could provide a re-
sponse to the vice president's office.
After consulting with the State De-
partment’s African Affairs Bureau
(and through it with Barbro Owens-

gence about Saddam
Hussein’s ‘Weapons

programs to justify an

invasion of Irag?
Based on my experience with the
administration in Ihe mmﬂu leading

Or 23 years, from 1976 to 1998, T was
a career forelgn service officer and
ambassador. In 1990, as chargé &'af-
faires in Baghdad, I was the last Amer-
ican diplomat to meet with Saddam
Hussein. (I was also a forceful advo-
cate for his removal from Kuwail.)
After Iraq, 1 was President George
H.W. Bush’s ambassador to Gabon
and S#io Tomé and Principe; under
President Bill Clinton, I helped direct
Africa policy for the National Security
Council.
1t was my, experience in Africa that
led me to play a small role in the effort
to verify information about Airica’s
suspected Iink to Irag’s nonconvention-
al weapons programs. Those news
stories about that unnamed former
envoy who went to Niger? That’s me.
In February 2002, I was informed by
officials at the Central Intelligence
Agency that Vice President Dick Che-
ney's office had questlons about a
particular Intelligence report. Whiie I

never saw the report, 1 was told that it
?ﬁ%ﬂmm

niam cake — a form of lightty

ﬂuﬁ%ﬁ'&??‘ b: Nl er to [rag in me
late 19 cials asked
T wwldlrmltnN T to check out

Joseph C. Wilson 4th, United States
ambassador to Gabon from 1992 to
1995, is an international business
consultant.

Ki ick, the United States ambas-
sador to Niger), I agreed to make the
trip. The mission I undertook was dis-
creet but by no means secret. While the
C.1.A. paid my expenses (my time was

There was no
Irag-Niger
uranium deal.

offeredpro bom),.l made it abundantly
clear to everyone I met that ] was

acting on behalf of ihe United States
government.

In late February 2002, I arrived in
Niger’'s capital, Niamey, where 1 had
been a diplomat in the mid-70's and
visited as a National Security Council
official in the late 90’s. The city was
much as I remembered jt. Seasonal
winds had clogged the air with dust and
sand. Through the haze, I could see
camel caravans crossing the Niger
River (over the John F. Kennedy
bridge). the setting sun behind them.
Most people had wrapped scarves
around their faces 1o protect against
the grit, leaving only their eyes visible.

The next morning, I met with Am-
bassador Owens-Kirkpatrick at the
embassy. For reasons that are under-
standable, the embassy staff has al-
ways kept a close eye on Niger's ura-
mum business. I was not surprised,
then, when the ambass:

leverthe-
agreed that my time
'uuld be best spent interviewing peo-
ple who had been in government when

the deal supposedly took piace, which
was before her arrival.

1 spent the next eight days drinking
sweet mint tea and meeting with doz-
ens of people: current government
officials, former government officials,
peopie associated with the country's

uranium business. [{ did not take jon;
to conclude thar it was highly ul
al ansaction r

taken place.

ven the structure of the consor-
tiurns that operated the mines, it would
be exceedin fficult for
transler uranium to Irag. Niger's ura-
filum DUsINess consists of two mines,
Somair and Cominak, which are runby
French, Spanish, Japanese, German
and Nigerian interests. If the govern-
ment wanted to remave uranium from
a mine, it would have to notify the
consortium, which in turn is strictly
monitored by the International Atomle

there shouid be at least four documents
in United States government archives
confirming my mission. The docu-
ments should include the ambassa-
dor’s report of my debriefing in Nia-
mey, a separate report written by the
embassy staff, a C.1.A. report sum-
ming up my trip, and e
from the 1 ceof the vice
president (thls ma h been de
er 1 have not seen an'
these ave spent enou;
timein gwernment toknow that thisis

d p e

I thought the Niger matter was set-
tled and went back to my life. (I did
take part in the lraq debate, arguing
that a strict coatainment regime
backed by the threat of force was
preferable to an invasion.) In Septem-
ber 2002, however, Niger re-emerged.
The British government published a
“white paper’' asserting that Saddam

Energy Ag
the two mines are ‘closely rezulatud,
quasi-governmental entities, selling
urarium would require the appruvnl of
the minister of mines, the prime minis-
ter and probably the president. ln

short, tf impty 1
sight over too indu a
Sale to

sortheactuameo 1

never saw it. But news accounts have
@ l.% the documents hiad

glaring errors — they were signed, lor
example, by officials who were no
longer ‘in government — and were
probably forged. And then there's the
fact that Niger formally denied the
charges.)

Before 1 left Niger, 1 briefed the

dor on my findi which

were consistent with her own. I also
shared my conclusions with members
of her staff. In early March, I arrived in
Washington and promptly provided a
detailed briefing to the C.LA. I later
shared my conclusions with the State
Department African Affairs Bureau.
There was nothing secret or earth-
shattering in my report, just as there
was nothing secret about my trip.

Thou ot file a wri

and his uncon 1 arms
posed an immediate danger. As evi-
dence, the report cited Irag’s attempts
to purchase uranium from an African
country.

hen, in January, Presi-
dent Bush, citing the

- British dossier, repeat-
ed the charges about
Iraqi efforts to buy ura-
nium from Africa.

The next day, I reminded a friend at
the State Department of my trip and
suggested that if the president had
been referring to Niger, then his con-
clusion was not borne out by the facts
as I understood them. He replied that
perhaps the president was speaking
about one of the other three African
countries that produce uranium: Ga-
bon, South Africa or Namibia. At the
time, I d the

1 have every confidence that the an-
swer ed W rculated to the
appropriate officials within our_gov-
ernment.

The question now is how that answer
was or was not used by our polltical
leadership. If my information was
deemed inaccurate, I understand
(though I wouid be very interested to
know why). If, however, the Informa-
tion was ignored because it did not fit
certain preconceptions about Iragq,
then a legitimate argument can be
made that we went to war under false
pretenses, (It’s worth remembering
that in his March “Meet the Press”
appearance, Mr. Cheney said that Sad-
damHussein was “trying once again to
") At a
minimum, Congress, which authorized
the use of military force at the presi-
dent’s behest, should want to know if
the assertions about Iraq were war-
ranted.

I was convinced before the war that
the threat of weapans of mass destruc-
tion in the hands of Saddam Hussein
required a vigorous and sustained in-
ternational response to disarm him.
Iraq pessessed and had used chemical
weapons; it had an active biological
‘weapons program and quite possibly a
nuclear research program — all of
‘which were in violation of United Na-
tlons resol Having d
Mr. Hussein and his thugs in the run-up
to the Persfan Guif war of 1991, I was
only too aware of the dangers he posed.

But were these dangers the same
ones the administration told us about?
‘We have to find out. America’s foreign
policy depends on the sanctity of its
information. For this reason, question-
ing the selective use of intelligence to
Jjustify the war in Iraq is neither idle

ing nor ‘“‘revisionist history,” as

didn’t know that in December, a moml
before the president’s address, the
State Department had published a fact
sheet that mentioned the Niger case.
Those are the facts surrounding my
efforts. y ice

The vice president's offic
a‘s_l%qwi_oﬂhl as asked to
helpformulatethe answer, LITTACAT]

Mr. Bush has suggested. The act of war
is the last option of a democracy, taken
when there is a grave threat to our
national security. More than 200 Amer-
ican soldiers have lost their lives in
Irag aiready. We have aduty to ensure
that their sacrifice came for the right
reasons.

Ritalin
For
America

WASHINGTON

My mind was wandering the other
day when 1 saw a TV ad that said 1
should see a mental health profes-
sional if my mind was wandering.

The ad said I might have Adult
Attention Deficit Disorder. 1did have
a friend who got a diagnosis of
A.A.D.D. His wife had complained he
wasn't paying enough attention ta
her and sent him to a doctor, who
prescribed Ritalin for spousal atten-
tion deficit disorder. My friend lost
weight, became more focused on his
work and left his complaining wife.

The law of unintended side effects.

Ritalin abuse is rampant with chil-
dren, as well as teenagers and college
students, who like the extra stamina
to study for exams, lose weight, ramp
up performance to get in an lvy
League college or stay awake while
getting drunk. When I grew up, there
was no Ritalin; just a big nun with a
ruler, waming you not to -be
*‘dreamy”" or ““a bold, brazen piece.”

If you think about it, & lot of char-
acters in literature probably had
_A.A.D.D. If Biff had been on Ritalin,
he could have passed those math
tests, and Willy Loman would not
have got into the despondence that
led to his fatal car crash. This gives
new meaning to the maternal adme-
nition, *“Attention must be paid.” -

And what about Wile E. Coyote?
That is one distracted doggle.

I went online to take “Dr. Grohol's
Psych Central Adult A.D.D. Quiz.”
The questionnaire asked if "My
moods have high and lows.” Well, yes.

It asked if “I am distressed by the

Attention must,‘
be paid —

90 §§ Sir cmpif'c. '

disorganized way my brain works.”
You. bet.

Reading over the questions, I real-
ized America has A.A.D.D, The coun-
try has always had a pinball atten-
tion span, even before the Internet
and cable TV accelerated it.

The New Republic recently
et %~ +his “historical attention def-



Entthat -documem.ed the saie of ura-
“ninm yellowcake — a form-of lightly
pEBtEssed ore— by Niger to Iraa in the
late 1980°s. The-agency officials asked
1 Twould travel to Niger to check out

- Joseph C. Wilson 4th, United States
aimbassador to Gaborn from 19592 1o
1995, is - an international business
consultant.

ade it abundantly
-met that I was
the United: States

the mid-70’s and
L Security Council
$: The city was

hermedy
behmd them

stémdabie the embassv staff has. al-
ways kepta close eye on Niger's ura-

-niupa business;, 1 was not surprised,

tHen, when the ambassador tgld me
that she knew aboy aileoatigns o

uyaniem sales 10 1rag — apgd jbg[ l e

felt'she had: ahead debu Led

shar d my conclusxons with members
of her staff. In‘early March, I arrivedin
Washington and promptly provided i 38
detailed briefing.to the CLA. 7. lal

ere was norhmg secrel or eay
shattering in my repert, just as the

.
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Message ragc t urt

OVP3-176

Martm-. Catherlne J

From: 'Mamn Cathenne J.
Sent; - Monday, July 07 2003 9:22 AM
" TFo: Flt_atscher. Lawrenhce A.

‘Subject: points
Response to Joe Wilson-

» The Vice President’s office did not request the mission to Niger.

» The Vice President’s office was not informed of Joe Wilson’s mission.

» The Vice Presxdent s-office de not receive a bnefmo about Mr. Wilson’s mission after he
refurned.

« The Vice President’s office was not aware of Mr. Wﬂson s rmssmn until recent press reports
accounted forit.

01125

L1.001-00088

10/5/2003
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NBC News Transcripts July 8, 2003 Tuesday

loftD@GUME

Copyright 2003 Naﬁonal Bmadcastmg Co. Inc.
NBC News Transcnpts

SHOW: NBC Nigtitly News (6 3 PM ET)-NBC

Juhys;zoos'Fuesdéy'

: LEN(’TH' 531 words

. HEADL]NE Whlte House ‘admits mte)hgence agamst Iraq possxbly wrong
v REPORTERS ANDREA MITC]-IELL

:BODY
T QM BROKAW anchor (Los Angeles)

Presadenr Bush isin Afrzca mmght but the;ﬁe are new questxons abouf hIS "ust ion war wath Iraq. Well, the:

make the claun m the f‘ st place” Hexe s NBC 's Andrea Mxtcheﬂ
ANDREA MITLHELL repomng

chaxge was boouq a vea1 aao went pubhc ﬁrst on Sunday n the \Iew York Times and on‘ "Meet The ”Press "

(From "Meet The Pless" clxp) Was this: the pohtlclzatmn of mtelhgcnce m order to Jusufy a

Mr, JOSEPH WILSON {Former Umted States Ambassador to the Gabﬁnese Repubhc) Elther the admnmstranon
has some information that it has not shared with the public, or yes, they were using the selective v use of facts and
mte]ugence to bolstcr a deczsxon in the case that had ah'eady been made

MITCHELL Today the White House said, "We know now that documents allegmg transacnons between Iraq and
“Niger had been for ged ™ So why did-the- presydem say thls in his: January Staxe of the Umon speech"

Presxdent GEORGE W BUSH: The British eovemment has Leamed that Saddam Hussem recentlv sought
significant quanmxes of uranium from Africa, .

MFTCHELL: Wilson said today, athers also questioned the intelli_gence.

Mr: WILSON: It-was not just me but also others who had looked at-this situation who provided the same
assessment.
MITCHELL: The White House blamed an October. CIA report for ignoring Wilson's informatjon and not requesting

thie original:-documents on which the charge was baséd for imore than-a year. And today, before a-House of Commons
commitiee, Tony Blair defended his government's original intelligence.



Page 3
NBC News Transcripts July 8, 2003 Tuesday '

Mr. TONY BIAlR (British Prime Minister): 1 believe we did the right thing. I stand 100 percent by it.
MITCHELL: Senate Democrats are investigating.

Senator JOHN ROCKEFELLER (Democrat, Vice Chau'man, Select Intelligence Committee): I just have to believe
that the president knew it, and that those around him knew it or if they didn't, they sure have some questions to answer.

MITCHELL: The president's own foreign intelligence advisory board and the CIA's inspector general are all also
investigating. And tonight, at least two Democratic presidential candidates are asking, "What else don't we know about
the case against Iraq?' Andrea Miichell, NBC News at the State Department.

LOAD-DATE: July 9, 2003
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7/14/63 CHISUN 31

7/14/03 Chi. Sun-Times 31

2003 WL 9561587 -

(Publication page references are not-available for this document.).

‘Chicago Sun- Times
Copyright (c) 2003 Eell & Howell ‘Inforxmation and Learnlng Compa
reserved.

Monday, July 14, 2003
Editorials-

[ The mission to Niger
Robert Novak

oseph C. Wilsom’

The mission to Niger The.CIA's decision to send” retlred dlplomatf
to Africa in" February 2002 to 1nvest1gate p0551ble Iraql' irchases of urasiium was
made routinely without Director’ Gecrge Tenet's knowledge. Remarkably, this
produced a political fire storm that has not yet sub51ded

Wilsbn's report that an Iragi purchase of uraniun yellowcake from Niger was hlgbly;
unilikely was regarded by the CIA as 1ess than defigitive, and it is doubtful Tériet
ever saw it. Certainly; President. ‘Bush did not, before hlS 2003 State of the ‘Union
address, when he sttributed reports of attempted uranlum purchases to the ‘British
governmeﬁt That the British relied -on: forged documents madé ‘Wilson's mission,
nearly & year earlier, the basis of furious Democratic accusatlons of burylng
intelligence though the report was forgotten by the time the. president spoke.

Reluctante at the White House to admit a mistake has led Democrats ever cloger to*
saying -the pre31dent 1ied the country into war. Even after a belated admission of
error last Monaay, inger- pointing between Bush administraticon agencies’ continued.

Wilson's missicn was created after an early 2002 repert by the Italian
intelligence service about attempted uranium purchases from Niger, derived from
forged documents prepared by what the CIA calls a "con man." This misinformatiocn
spread through the U.S. government. The White Houss, State Department and ‘Pentagon
asked the CIA to look into it.

That's where Joe Wilson came in. His first public note had come in 1991 after 1&
years as-a Foreign Service officer when, as U.S..charge in Baghdad, he risked his
life to shelter in the embassy BO0 Americans from Saddam Hussein's wrath. My
partner Rowland Evans- reported from the Iraqgi capital ifi our column that Wilson .
showed "the stuff of heroism." The next year, President George H.W. Bush named him
ambassador to Gabon, apd President Bill Clintor put him in charge of African
affairs at the National Secturity Council until his retirement in 1$58.

Wilscn never worked for the CIA, but his wife, Valerie Plame, is an agency
operative on wespons of mass destruction. Two sSenior administration officials told
me his wife suggested sending Wilseon to Niger to investigate the Italian report.

Copr. © West 2003 No Claim to Orig. U.S. Govt. Works

https://print.wastlaw.com/delivery‘html?dest=atp&dataid=8005580000000725000468547.... 12/5/2003
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: 7/14/03 CHISUN 31 : _ . Page2
- 7/14/03 Chi. Sun;Times 31 :
2003 WL 9561587
(Publlcatxon page references are not avallable for this document.)

The CIA says its counter- proliferation’ off1c1als selected Wilson and asked his
wife tc contact him. "I will not answer any question about my wife," Wilsom' told

me.

After eight days in the Niger capital, Wilson made an oral report in Langley that
an Iragi uranium purchase was "highly unlikely, " though he also mentioned in
passing that a 1988 Iraqgi delegation tried to establish commercial c¢ontacts. CIA
cfficials did not regard Wilson's intelligence as deflnltlve, being based
primarily on what the Niger officials told him and prcbably ‘would have claimed
under any circumstances. The CIA- report based on wilson's: brleflng -remains
classified. All ‘this was forgotten until: reporter Walter ‘Piricus revealed in the
Washington Post ‘on June 12 that an unnamed retired diplomat had glven the CIA a
negative report. Not until Wilson went publlc on ‘July 6, however, did his finding

ignite the fire storm.

During the run-up to the invasion of Iragq, Wilson had taken a measured public
position--viewing weapons of mass destruction as a danger but considering military
action as a last resort. He has seeméd much more crltlcal since revealing his role
in Niger. In the Washington Post on July 6, he talked about the Bush team
"migsrepresenting the facts,” asking: "What else are they lying about?"

After the White House admitted error, Wilsom de€clined all television and radio
interviews. ’

"The story was never me," he told me, "it was always the statement in {Bush's]
speech."

The story, actually, is whether the administration deliberately ignored Wilson's
advice, and that requires scrutinizing the CIA summary of what their envoy
reported.. The acency never before has de¢lassified that kind of informaticn, but
the White House would like it to do Just that now--in its and in the public's
interest.

--~- INDEX REFERENCES ----

NEWS SUBJECT: (International Relatione (GDIP) ; Domestic Politics (GPOL); \
Military Action {GVIO)}; Political/General News {GCAT) ) .

' REGION: (Irag (IRAQ):; Asian Countries (ASIAZ); Persian Gulf Countries
(GULFSTZ) ; Middle Eastern Countries (MEASTZ); Western Asian Countries (WASIAZ))

OTHER INDEXING: COMMENTARY; TERRORISM; NATIONAL GOVERNMENT; CIA; intelligence;

Copr. © West 2003 No Claim to Orig. U.S. Govt. Works
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