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XECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Uttwcen g and 25 Mor<"h 1996. lh~.: Chinc!>c military 
conduc1ed Exercise .. Strai• 96 1" tn thl.! Fujian and 
Gtt:"Jngdong M ilit:J.t)' Districl~ O()()OSite ·n,iwnn. This was 
the l~ttest and Jnrgcst in what ONI ns~c~~c..., I<\ be. a series 
of rc::hcursals of a cQnliugency SC<:Mrio for the invasion 
of faiwtllt chat was fine identified in a 1994 (:ornrn;md 
pQSI excr<:iS<! (CPX). "Stn,it 96 1'' ~har!!d comnh)tl 
objcctivts with tht!' t wt) simil:~rexerc1SCS China conducted 
in 1he some :t.rca in t 995. The prim.'lry Objective of 1he 
eKctcisc was to demonstr..tlc China' s n::sol\'e on tht­
T:tiw:m sove-r~igmy iisue and to 1m press upon Taiw-.u1 's 

lc!ldetship and electorale lhe fulili ty of funhcr moves 
toword independence. "SI.rail 961 .. was staged to 
in1luencc the outcome of Taiwan ·s first popular elec1ion 
for g.overnn1ent leader. scheduled for 23 Morch I 996. A 
sccondnry objective of the exercise wns to provide 
co1nb:-.1 for(I!S an opportunity HI trnin in ~• realisrlc 
en~·imnmel'll. 'While !H)Iitical tension wilh Taiwan 
d..:lcrn'lincd the liming and locmion or' "Strait 96\:· it is 
likt ly that China would have c.:onducteU some St'ICt of 
lar~~·SC::lle . tri.Stf\1C:~ extrcise i ll lhe first h~l f Of 1996 
anyW3y to C\-":llu3Jt' the. milirary·s evolving: Ctlf\3btlity to 
ope~e in a joim environment. 

f"r<: (l-3mt tOIU for the exercl!\C hce,an in e:u1~r PebnJary 
with tN.)Op(.kpl<.lYilll'nt ._,pcmtions cc.,den:uncd ··Expre!;;!;; 
60." Relwl!l!n 4 (l.Jld 1 Fd)tu:lry. tr<lop~ ~rrh•ed i1l Fuji an 
Pmvinc:c:: (r<)m l hrl)ughout China ... ~1 rni1 961" actually 

lx:,g(tn '"'ith the launchtng ll( three M·9 shmt range 
hal listie miss i l~s <SR U ,,..f) ii\IO two closure ~· rc.:as situmcd 
provocntivl!ly ~;.·lost~ 10 1he majt)t TOllWUIICSC p<)Hlt of 
Km,hsiun.g nruJ Chilung. The I:Jrg•.>scalc movt!mc:nl of 
f<)fCe~.,hc nl issile firings ~tnd th~ iutcn~c rhetoric ngaimil 
Taiwan during 1hc ex~rcise work-up pltnse omuscd lhe 
suspi( iun thnt China might condu<:t som.; I im i1etl m iii l:u-y 
acuon usin8 l h~ t::<erclsf :t.~ C(Jver: (lS$.;.1Uiting one C.'lf 

Tahvan ·s o((shorc isi3Dc:is would Sti"V-e to unck:rscore its 
serim.rs1•:.~ 1i twcr I he issue: ()( ramifiCJtion. 

·s1rni1% I " appea~ 10 "'""produced mixed pofiti<;.11 
results. On one h:~nd. T:~i"-an·s lee Tenghui achi~ved a 
simple mujority victory in the elecdon which legitimized 
hill; stalus ns 1 he c~ntral figure with whl)nl Ocijin~ nluS-t 
dcnl. Convcr!>ely. the stavnchJy pro·in<JeJ)¢ndent 
Dcm oc.r:1tic ()rogn·ssiv~ Part~· (DPP) received n1>C only a 
smaller l)l.!rCellt(lge of the voce than il lu.td received in 
other clecli()n~ hue al~o significantly less thtll\ proj~ted 
fortlu:: M~uch 1996 election. The combi nation of incense 
cross.Scrai1 •hetoric :u~d Chh.esc. mi1itury pOsturing 
highligh~edthe ex< reo,., to "t.ich each side may bt .,.,!Jing 
to gu to S1nk~: OUt its posnion on the reunifica1ion is.sue. 
Wilh I he f)()SiliOilS Q( che IV•'() sic.les now t:Sla.blishcxl, i1 is 
I ikcl)' 1 hal rh~: y will adopc a rnMe conci li :uory Sl:lllCe tUld 
rctum w OC!'Otiations. 



I 
LIT/CAL BACKGROUND I 

Chine~~ Pn.::sid~IH Jiang Gtrnin"s Januar)' l99S 
fk!damtim' on the. PromotlOil ,)( Urnri<.:;uKul •H:Hk..::d a 
watershed i1\ rel~\tioos belw~n Chi11:~ :)ll<l T.aiwan uud 
charred a nc.w t:hptomaric c<.-.urse on rht: issue of 
reunifiCation. His dght·poull ,Jrdar.uivn tc\•ulvcs 
aroun-d th~ following basic pnndplcs: 

• "One China" is the b"sk princ1pk for pcacdu l 
unificmion. 

• As n firr.t step. r.eg~iilu~ns should be held and 
an Jgn:emcnt reached on offkiaHy en<fing th< 
state(')( ho:ilility. 

• In the interim, effort.s shOl•ld be made to ~;xpaod 
socinl umJ ec<:momi~ clt<.:hnnges andcnof)l;rutiort. 

2 

Jnstcud of' the usual pm fomw Taiwanese rejectiun 
o f' suc h pronounc ements fro m Gelj ing on the 
n:unificatjoo issue, Lee Tcoghui's Aptil 1995 si•-point 
c.Junlcr-proposal noted thnt: 

+ In the pursuit of unificatii)tt, both si<les should 
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persist in using peaceful means to resolve I 
dispot~s (l:ucr. in Fd>ruary 1996. Taiwan 
dropped its 1ong4s~:tnding insisuncc that. as :1 

prccondi1ion for negotiation. Chino.• renounce I 
che optit)fl nr fvrt.:e for reunilitution). 

• Unific:ttK>n muM be based o n the r¢._1.1ity of 
separate "rules·· across the Strait (t~reby 
rcjeccing, Rdjing's ii'IS•~tencc th\1.1 T:1iwan's 
governme ru is "pm\·incia l" rnthcr ch nn 
"~ovcrclgn" 111 character). 

In sp.iteof rheobvKJus 11\.1jordiffCI(;t'tCC!S i n lhc two 
positions. this early 199:i d iplomatic e>.change bc:t"..:en 
the two sides se( th~ 8tagc for what app..:ared m be a 
us..:Cul f ramework for further nq~miutivns. 
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Despite the e.'lrly 1995 appcar.moe of •m(l«'"C)ving 
rela tions.. eventS qukkl~ c :t.c;l a p;dl ov~r Ueijing"s risin~ 
e~pcctauons th31 T~ti \'-~11 \V\luld earnestly commit to 
ncgorincions oucht.> reunification isstlc. 

Tttiwan leader Lee Teughtn 's June 1995 vis it hJ the 
U.S. I<\ p.ivc an address a1 Comd l Univcr;sity. his ahn:' 
mtuCJ. infun:\ted B.:ijing ~m two <.:oums. f:i.-st. it c:~ll~d 
into qu(!Sti ~mthc U.S. nunmhm¢1\1 h'l its ann~lunc.;d .. (•nc­
Chinu." policy. SL~ond, whi le in the U S .. Lee u$e-d th~ 
tcnn "Re1)1Jblic of China on Taiw.:u,·· without ref en."'()("( 
10 the oblig.;uury ' \)ne Olin:l'' (,.,rmula insisr ... -d upon by 
Bc:ijing. Tbe Chjnest.: h:~xkrship s:tw l<'e ·s ch,lk-e ol 
words ns rmn uf his aucmpc_ to run her prcp.an: domt:stk 
nnd (or~ign opiui..,,n fo r1he e<lu:lll) uJulcc~ptabk options 
o l" "two Chinas·· \.)r ··one Chinn, On\: Tuiw:u1." 

Cunse<.IUC!Illy, Beijh\g po!>lponed the sc..:ond round 
()f c ro ss -S trait ''Ku -Wang Talks"• th:-tt hild been 
scheduled for July 1995. At the snme l ime. Beijing 

i:nitiate<lmcrc.Minsly stridem propa&and.- mmcks a~;a•1!1 
l.ee M the cmbodimem o( TaiwilnC.SC' in(h::pendeoce 
aspirations. 

I A~·~ visit h l lht: U .~. and the rchucd bn;akdown >lf 
the " Ku·W:IIig T:tlks" in mid:-1995 llr(UHJ)ICd China w 
adopt '' ft¢w , "ECHougt( policy t0w1lfd 'rniwan. lhl.' 
new l)J) t)I'OIII.:h entail~ use nf the lllilit<try tn iiiiHlH(i.11t>. 
the Tuiwou•csc imo ceas ing ml)ves low;.'lcd indt:pcnd~nt'&: 

;uu.i into !'lt.:Cc:f"ing the rc;1lity of t!\'en1u:1l rt:unifit'ation. 
The pl~n w "''-'" Y out 1be intimidation U.KUes UPre-.1ftd to 
folk>u.· :1 t."\lnting.:ocy Tai\1.-an invnsioo sc.:n:uio th3l was 

t'ir$l tdt!t'llified in a l99J Comuland PMI f:xt:rciK <CPXl 
The (ull·s~ah:contingency invasion St.'Cnnrio w;~ -:atc•ed 
" ut duri " g "~ t rai t 961" l<..) influe:nce th~ upcoming 
¢l¢~ti~"lnS. 

• Ktr 't.. lt~11/u anJ lt\l!n ,e Dat1/t1m ar~ the Th1 wft.n~s·· a11d Ckin~.f.t uprtts~nlli'l"fl •if l ltt !i~hli-tJjju:itl l ~t.f 

tttoMislr~J bJ th~ir rt5pecti~ flll'f'rttllltm~ M ilttpnm! ulruimu aer."'·" tArll trr tJit . 



/MELINE 

Tl1c new. •·get·tougb'' pl>lic)' ttl\'\1 C:hula :h.lopted in 
uu<l~ l 99:\, t'ollowir1g the U.S. ,. isl1 by Tuiwan 's Lee and 
th..:. breakdown of the ''Ku·Wang Tulks," wM Uesigned 
h> iutlucncl!': Taiwan ·~ intc:mal poli1ics. Th<: Chinese 
dccidc::d to demonstrate their scriousnl!~l> on th~ maut:r 
n ( Tniwan independ¢1\C~ by conducling u scni!S of 
miJitnry c.xcrcise~ ill the Taiwan Slr:\it nren just b~fore 
Taiwncfs legis.lath'e e lections in December 1995 and 
again J)<iun o ohe sch<dulo!d MaJCh 1990 ch:.:oioos. The 
scenario chosen for the txereises auO mili tary 
dcmons tr:uio ns was based fooscly on :1 T:uwan inv:~sion 

PHASE I 
Strategic Strike 

PHASE II 
Air Superiority 

PHASE Ill 
Sea Superiority 

S(cn:n io th~lt hnd bc..;n pla)'Cd out inchc <..:i>X •tl~out\e;:d 
in 19')4. 

In 199~. th~ Chinl!se conducted au u rlpi'CC¢d(':nted 

~cmonsttallt)ll of mi litary capabilities n"d lwt> n'lajOt 
e:<c!rcises which were wldel)' l'lublic izc.d (')n Chinese 
tt"lcvision nnd in the press.. The hostile display or' mil iuary 
capabililre$ •r>pearcd lo yield the r<sulls desired by 
Ekijing - I.e< Tc:n~hui ·s Kuominoan~ (KMT) Pony lost 
16 seals, I 4 of wluch wac picked up by I he New Pliny. 
a KMT splinttr group favoring rctHnrlcnlion. The 
succc!s.s(u l imp3ct or the miliraty musclc-flc~ing on 
T:tiW~\11 's lcgisl:u iveelecli<)OS in 1995 led Dc:ijing tO adopt 
the sm11¢ t:'lctic t() influence Taiw~m 's first p(!pulnl'tlectiol\ 
ft>t g(')vernmcnt lcm.lc r. set for 23 Man:h 1996. 

Thus. on 4 l'<bl"llnry 1996. oh<: Chinese milioary begun 
forw:.rd deployments of forces (JI'Id e.'<tcnsi,·c work\lps. 
codenmned ""I;xpr<.<.< 60; " in prcpanui<>n for '"Sorou 961 :· 
which wns 10 be a Iorge. tbrcc-phase sho,. of foccc. 
Closu re 3re3S ror missile fi riogs were announct;d and 

· PHASE. t MISSILE FIRfiG . : I 
EXPRESS 60 & I PREPARATION ----,.....____ __ _ 

SRBirf STRATEGIC STRIKE ·~ 
~OioDAY - ·. · '"11-?{ · 
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Phase I. the missile firins phase of tho exercise, 
commenced with the launcl! of thr«: M-9 SRBMs into 
£he two clo..~ure areM ncar Taiwan on 8 March. 

assault drills also occurred. albeit on a much smaller scale 
than appears to ha\'C bea> pl.anned. 

P!lasc II of "Strait 961 ," rep heating both the air and 
sa superiority phases of the 1994 CPX scenario, begM 
on 12 March at the wutltem end of the Taiwan Strait 
near Oongshan and Nan ·ao lsl:wds. 

("Tit~ Chi.'I<Ge lllrrlt "JW!jun" htu l>ttn (f(UJ$Itiud 4J ''jc;it~t" (lf 

··rrisuviet. ''J 8o11t St~&StSI soltlt' d<c~<t> of d nu (tJtm lir;(.Uiflfl, 
7riplt~ - is~~S<tl ro dacribt ~ a.·,, ~LendlMd~t>fdtr 

()P~'cti<No.J witlwr.a p,d&~m~nl oho«' lA~ tr<ti/Al (.(Vf'l of rootdiltt.UioR, 

This phase featured liveafirc 
exercises and suriace attack 
activities. 

Phase JU. the triphibioos• londing 
and in,•asion portion of the exercise 
scenario . wa$ conducted 18-25 
M:m:b near the city of Pingtan on 
Hait.an Island at the northern end of 
the StraiL Adverse weather delayed 
the stan of the exercise and likely 
limited l'!laS<! Ill nctivity to sm•ll· 
scale amphibious rehearsals and 
s imulated operations. T roop 
insertions by helicopter;, anillery 
firing, nights by 11.--76 troop 
transport aircraft, and amphibi&us 

UVE FIRE EXERCISE 
. . . . . ... , -' .... . 

• )ASM A IRINGS . ' . 
0 iAAM FIRINGS 

• )SSM FIRINGS 

•.:~MRR!NGS 

• )GROtiNll ATTACK ACTJVrTtES .. < •.. 

TAII'IAN·s FIRST POPULAR 

ELECnON RESULTS 

·Lee Tenghui. Taiwan Government and Kuomlntang (KMT) 
Party leader, won With S4~ .. e, of the votes cast. 

- The pro-independence Democrati c Progressive Party 
(DPP) received 21% of the vote. 

· Two independent, p ro-unification candi!jate~ received 10% 
and 15°o of1he vote-. 

The results reaffirmed the rul ing party status of the KMT 
and providl'd Lee the mandate he needed to deal with 
China. Howe\•er, the results dealt a blow to the OPP.Its 21°- ..:~ 
of the vot~:< was down from the high of 40~·Q 1n 1995. 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

I 
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ELECT ION 

• 
TRIPHIBIOUS EXERCISE 

SCOPE OF EXERCISE UMITEO DUE ~0 WEATHER 

ARTILLERY TRAINING 

AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT DRILl 

PARAOROP TRAINIUG 

HELO TROOP INSERTION TRAINING 

. ·II 
PHASE Ill: TRIPHIBIOUS E KERCISE 

• . 

II 

- "*'ASE II: LIVE FIRE EXERCISE .•... . a· ·. J 
EXERCISE II ! 

I 

IJ' .. 1] ~-·- .. . I· J ·-. . .. . .... IJ. -- - " IJ' 'IJ' . . . ' . -
.IJ· 

. .. . 
ll 

12 13 15 18 : 2C 21 23 25 
R MAR U AR MAR MAR MAR W\R liAR 

> AIR SUPERIORITY > SEA CONTROL > AMPHIBIOUS LANDING 
.~ ,•-. 

D . 
" -. ~· ... \.. . . ,. .. . .... ·- . ' 
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XERCISE PREPARATION 

The Military Commission (MC) of the Ccnlral 
Commiuee of the Chinese Communist Pnny directed the 
planning and approved execution of exercise "Strait96J.." 

Participants began to deploy into Nonjing Military 
Region (MR) on 4 Febuary. Elements that mobilited for 
the exercise o.·ereaircraftand forocs from throughout China, 
naval plotforms from all three Chir>eS<: flccu and ground 
foree units, primarily from the Nanjing MR. Elements oi 
the S«:ond Artillery (China's strntegic rocket forcu) and 
at lenst an clement of its air defense missile units equipped 
with the SA·I OB also took pan. ON! asscncs SA-lOB 
units were deployed to the Taiwan Slrait are.1 both for 
exercise play and as a precaulionnry, defensive measure. 
The Chinese may have been concerned thot Taiwan mighl 
miscalculate the nature and intent of the exerc.ise. 

According to Chinese press, oil panicipoting forces lhat 
were not already io the Nanjing MR mobili<ed and 
deployed under an operntion code-named "Express 60. • 
The "60" apparently refers to the 60-hour timcfnunc of 

GROUND PARTICIPANTS 
ElfiiE~'TS OF 8 lf.tl' OIVISlONS 
Elfi.'.ENT OF 1STH AB·~ AR/.IV 

6 

th::rt ponion of the mobil ization and forward deployment 
phase. 

Forces were most likely dispersed around the two 
scpa.r-.atc exercise areas in the nonhern and ~touthcm 
approaches to the. Taiwan Strait, with che composition 
and disposition at each site reflecting the exercise 
sccn:>rios planned for that location. In the Dongsbanl 
Nan'oo Island area the for~ccomposition rdlected the 
assigned missions dcafjng ""i th 1he air and sea superiority 
p~scs o( the invasion scen<ll'io. The complement of 
aircreft included fighters for air-to-air combat and 
bomber. and atwck aireraft for air-to-surface 31tack in 
support of flllCt operations. The ~omplemcnt of naval 
platforms in this area covered the range of capabilities 
re<juired to achieve sea superiority: destroycn, frigates, 
patrol craft. and nuclear and diesel submarines. The 
triphibious scenario in the northern exercise nrea at 
Pingtan (city on Haitan Island) required ground forces. 
troop trnnspons and naval amphibious forces. along with 
the neces.s:~ry air and naval escorts. 
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China announced two missile-related closure areas for 
the period 8-15 March at locations provocatively close 
to Taiwan's two largest commercial ports and adjacent 
naval bases. The northern closure al:'e.A was l9 nm from 
Chilung, while the southern closure was 30 nm from 
Kaohsiung. In selecting these two sites. well apart and 
siluated so close to the Taiwan landmass, China 
apparently intended to demonstrate its ability to undertake 
complex strategic missile firing operations. 

Three M-9 SR6M missiles were launched-<wo to the 
southern and one to the northen• closure area-cm8 March. 
Training benefits aside, this phase of the exercise was 
clearly an act or intimidation on the pan of Beijing to 
stall further Taiwan moves toward independence by 
demonstrating China's determination to restore 
sov«eignty over Taiwan by force if nece.~~ary. The fourth 
and final mis.~ile launch occurred on 13 March. 

7 

Media reporting alluded to the presence of the Aegis 
guided missileerui<er, USS Bunker Hill, and its capability 
to track and collect information on the M-9 missile flights 
into watersoffTaiwan. The press also included reference.' 
to the use of the RC-135 aircraft by the U.S.Air force. to 
monitor the technical data transmksions from «he J\.f-9 
missiles to Chinese ground stations tracking the flighc.. 

Overall, the Chinese media reacted stron'gly to what 
they perceived as unnecessary meddling and interference 
by U.S. Na•al and Air Force entities in the vicinity of 
the exercise area. They were J"lr1icularly disturbed by 
announce-ments thal the United States reaction to the 
activity would include moving not only the USS 
Jndepemlem:e aircraft carrier into the region to monitor 
developments, but that it would he joined by the USS 
lv'imitt as well. 



• HASR II: LIVE FIRE EXERCISE 
• 

Exercise "Stroit 961," particularly Phase II and the 
intended activity for Pbase Ill, appears to ltave been the 
largest-ever exercise conducted in the area across from 
Taiwan. This i$ true especially in tenns of a triservice 
deployment. of forces for what the Chinese referred to as 
a joint exercise opera1ion. 

' 

f)uring Phase II naval acth•ities. naval units and 
nume.rous naval air platfonns lh~t were divided into air­
sea assault groups, gathered at the southern end of the 
Strait around Nan' ao Island. Many of these, including a 
nuclear attack submarine, diesel submarines, guided 
missile destroyers, guided missile escort ships, guided 
missile patrol combatMts, patrol crali. and support shil''• 
as well as fighters and bombers. most likely practiced 
both simulated and live fire training in anti-surface 

warfare, antisubmarine warfare, naval gun fire support 
and air de(ense operations. 

Air Force elements, including the Su-27 FLANKER 
::tircraft acquired from Russia. exercised -in the vicinity 
ofOongshan Island and in the announced live-f~reclosure 
area ncar Nan'ao Island where they likely eondUcLcd 
various training evolutions. including air-to-air attacks 
and rouaine flight opemtions. 

Information on ground force participation in the 
southern area of the Strait is limited. At any rat.e:, 
oper~uions in and around the soulhern closure area 
probably consisted mootly of activities related to the ail' 
and nava1 superiority phases of the in\'asion scenario. 



• HA.SE III: TRIPHJBJOUS EXERCISE 
• 

Aclivities piMnod for Phase Ill-the triphibious op­
eration.\-were to have been the finale of the exercise. 
This phase of the scenario called f<>r securing a beach­
head on Haitan Island using a triad of Navy, Air Force 
an<! Anny clements during the 18-25 March time fro me. 
Press reports which described lhe activity around Haitan 
Island indicated Navy and ground forc.es 1,\fere to con­
ductcoordinated amphibious landing operations. As the 
force.~ were landing the Air Force probably would have 
dropped paratroopo; behind notional enemy lines and he­
licopters would have inserted additional ground troops. 
The combined forces of the initial operation would have 
secured the area for tlte follow-on landing by the as­
sembled forces. 

Ailhough a large complement of naval, air, and 
ground forces did assemble near Haitan 'Island in prepa­
ration for a sizable operation. inclement weather forced 
thccancdi:Nion of most of the Phase Ill activity. WI:'Jthcr 

9 

alsA>caused the planned visit by Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin to the exercise area to be cancelled. He wa\ to 
have visited the area on 19 March. probably to \'iew the 
final, invasion phase of the ~xercise. 

Air forc.e and Army Aviation units ntanag.ed to con­
duct limited bombing operations followed by small-scale 
troop insenions using Ml-17 li!P helicopters, escor1ed 
by auack heliCOJ>ters. 

Little information i$ ol\'aHable on what actually OC· 

currcd on Haitan Island ilself during this pha.~c of the 
exercise. Th~ invasion scenario would !w'lve called for 
supporting artillery fire and assault operations in the vi· 
cinity of Pingtan. 

The Chinese probably selected Haitan Island as the 
scene for 1he invasion scenario because of the similarity 
of the top<>graphy there with that of Taiwan. 



OMMAND AND CONTROL 

Command and Conlml: 

In exercise "Strait%1 ,"the Chinese forces moot likely 
employed the fairly well-understood command and con­
trol structure depicted here. The Military Commission 
(MC) handed down lhe decision on the timing and the 
·=pe of the exercise to the General Staff Department 
(GSD) in Beijing, which then rdaytd orders to lhe 
NMjing Mililary Region (MR) headquaners and other 
panicipants. Overall control of the exercise remained 
with the Nanjing MR Commander, although MC Vice 
Chairman Zhang Wannian was present at both the 
Dongshan/Nan'aQ and Haitan ex.ercise areas. 

Communication: 

An array of strategic and tactical comnmnication sys­
tems probably was used successfully in support of forces 
in,·olved in lhe exercise. Units probabl}' relied on sema· 
phore and other visual signals as well as high frequency 
and other communication systems- Coaxial and fiber 
optic land line, cellular telephone, and possibly satellite 
communications supported units ashore. 

Command and Control Structure 

MINISTRY 
NAT L DEF 

GEN POl 
DEPT 

AIR FORCE 

CMC 
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ONCLUSIONS 

Ex«cisc "Strail 961" nppears to have been the larg­
est multi-service exercise China has ever conducted in 
the Taiwan Str3it area, even thQugh adverse weadter con­
ditions precluded completion of tbe ftnal phase. There 
was a clear political objective in dloosing lbc timing, 
scope, thrust, and location of this exercise: China sought 
to influence Taiwan's up<:<>mingelcction proee.s. It suc­
cessfully met this objective and credit$ its military pos­
turing for lhe lower-than-

"Strait 96 I" WM based probably repre.•entcd an early stage 
in implementation of the new srrategy and tactics. 

There are shortfalls that the Chinese may have to ad­
dress before undenaking a "rc:al-wor'ld" operation along 
!he Jines of !he Tai wan invasion scenario. Logistics and 
amphiblou• lift capability will need 10 be improved. Also, 
we do not believe the Chine.<e have Ute logistics capability 

to support the operations of a 
expected showing of 1he 
Taiwanese pro-indepen­
dence party's eandid.1te in 
the election. Aside from 
obvious training bene!its, 
the military objective of 
U1e exe«:ise was less clear. 
II can be surmised that 
China sough! to gauge its 
progress in being able to 
carry out. in a joint 
wuf.gbtiDg environmenl, 
!he contingency Taiwan 
invasion scenario first 
played oul in the 1994 
Command Post Exercise 
(CPX). 

EXERCISE HIGHLIGHTS large complement of for­
ward deployed fon::es con­
ducting high intensity war­
fare. Despite some shortfalls 
in eapabilicy, Chinese politi­
cal rhetoric leaves a very 
clear impression that they 
will employ whatever tradi-

Exercise "SJrait 961" 
provided an excdleru op-

• Launch ur 1\1-9 mis'>ilcs ittlu '"" keY 
locat i•m' c.:l••'t' toT ;.th\ an\ n1ajur t•onl~ 
mtrdul pm·r"'. 

• App~1n·ntlar;.:rsl deplo~ mt·nt nl' func' 
in lht• T:ti\\:tll Slrait fnr t'\l'l'cise pur­
pwit'."'\, 

• Emtllu\'lllt'nl nf lon;.:-rangt· tL-76 
C.\:\ 0111 ain·raf'l fnr lht· phnm~d 
paradro1, t)IJL"r"tliml~. 

• l>cplo\ llll'lll of S .-\- l i ll\ S.\ \ h in t''<' r­
ci:o,c !'l.l"l'Htn·io. 

• l';ll'licipat inn It) the nr11l~· <~«Jitin•d 
Su-2i 1'1 .. \ \ KE!t in air Olll'ralions. 

tional or non-traditional 
means available to unif~ 
Taiwan with China if neces­
SM)'. 

Exerci"' "Strait 96 t" 
refl~ted top-level support 
by the Chinese leadership 
for the use of joint, offensive 
wareame scenarios to 
achieve politic:al objectives. 

portunl!y fQf realistic training~loying Jhe Taiwan 
invasion sunario-a.nd (or le$ting the Curren( SLate of 
its newly-evolVing, joint operations doctrine. The Beijing 
press indiealed "Strait 961" reflected another stage in 
implementalion of a new military su:ategy for carrying 
out a high-tech wai, including integration of new t.'lCtics 
and logistics support eapabililies. Reporte.dly, the new 
approach was approved by lhe Military Commission and 
training for its eventual implementation had been un­
derway since 1993. The I 994 CPX scenario on which 

The direct lea&nhip involvement in this exemise, includ­
ing exercise tlirtttion and control by lbc Military Com­
mission. the presen(e of prominont Commission member 
Zbang WaJmian at the two live-lire exercise locations, and 
the planned visit to the e<ercise site by Jiang Zemin (Chi­
nese President, Party Secre1ary a11d Chainmm of the Mili­
tary Commi .. ion), reflec1s the important role assigned to 
the military in promoting, Chinese po~lical objeocti\·es. If 
crOS$-Stra.it relations do not improve significantly, China 
is likely to conduct similar, politically nlOiiva~ed exerci"'s 
in the vicinity ofTai1Wjlfl in the furure. 


	14-01
	14-02
	14-03
	14-04
	14-05
	14-06
	14-07
	14-08
	14-08a
	14-08b
	14-09
	14-10

