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CHIRBSR PRISQNS AND PPRCED LABOR 

China h•e four ba• i c t~ of pe_nal i n.stitutioos: p cisons 
(lon9-ten1 felons), h.bor refona camps (most felo~>s), · 
detention centers (pretrial suspec ts and t hose aervin9 less 
than ooe rear), and reeducation camps (a fot m of 
nonjudiciel puniohment lastinQ one to three yearo). There 
are also juvenile, nllitary, and other smaller syste~. 

The s cope of Chiaa's prison syst em is t he subject of l ivel y 
debate, as ia the nunber of po litic al pr isoners. 

Chinese officikls clai~ the re are about 1.1 million 
i nmates in prisons and refor~ camps, l00-150,000 in 
reeducation camps. Detention centers process about 
700,000 people a year, and we esti~te they contain at 
lees t half a alllion a t any vlven time . 

"-::J "'. -..,.. ,.,.. -· 
Before 1978, moat convict s were forced t o stay at t~ ~ J 
c aonps after their sentences expired; most were allo.&<l;; :. 
t o return hoooe between 1976 end 1982. Chinese 1!· . . l•· ·< 
offichll say only a few hundred sociopaths a year lt.,;t" ,·_ 
now forced to retaain, but t bousand6 more do so bec ad\.e;:. :· 
they ca11not qet :Sobs in t he l r hollle tolflls. ·f ' :. 
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One alumnus of the system, working from wh at we 
consider outdated data and unjustif i ab le assumption 
cla1~ 4-6 million in prisons and refo rN camps, 3-5 
aillion in reeducation, and 8-10 million ex-convic t 

. forced to remain at tbe c amps. His fivures have 
become conventional wis~om for critics of Chine. 
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!OCT 2 4 1996 
Cbina deniu that i t has politica l pri soner s , but offici~ls~. --~-·. -;-
have ackl\owledqed tbat a few t ent hs of one percent of thoje - ,__.._2 

in pr isons and reform camps -- • fe., thousand total - - w'(t,e;·. .;· 
convic ted on •counteHevolutionary• charoes . :o: · 
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This both overstates the number of political prison~s · 
(•counterrevolutionary• c rimes include espiona9e, ;; 
• abotaqe and t errorism) and unders t ates i t (some ;;;:. 
dissident& and underoround c ler i cs have been convict ed 
on trul!lPed-up o r tangent ta l c rimina l cnar9e&). :-~ .. 

Critic• claim the real f igure is in t he millions. 
have no evide nce to substantiate that c laim. 

o Inmates of all penal institutions except detention cent ers 
are required t o - o rk . Most products are used i n pr i s ons or 
s ol d on the domestic ma r ke t , bu t .. ome a re e . .:ported. 

I n recent years we learned t hat one brand cf tea and 
gr apes for a Sino-French wi ne ry came fro m reform camps . 
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The S&oot- Hawley Tarlff Act of 1930 contains a general ban 
on import of prison products, but exempts those not 
produced in the u.s. in sufficient quantity to ~et 
demand. Customs bas ruled that voluntary paid labor by 
prisoners does oot disqualify a product • 

. 
· Tbe lew has been applied sparingly: we .know of only 
eivht ceoes in which imports have actually been 
prohibited, ~st from Mexico. No formal complaint has 
ever been brought against Chinese products. 

- - Senator Helms has proposed legislation to ban all 
prison products and aaka it easier to file complaints. 

o Tbe aagnitude of prison exports is unclear. Critics charge 
they conat{tute a significant percentage of China's $15 
billion exports to the u.s. 

We have been cooperating with CUstoms for over a year 
in developing better info~tion on prison exports, 
and have uncovered evidence of e few million dollars' 
worth, mostly cheap footwear. 

o Cbineae officials have consistently maintained that they 4o 
not authorize exports of prison products, and that no such 
products are eaported to the U.S. 

o But the human rights organization ASia Watch has obtained 
and published apparently genuine articles from the March 
1989 and May 1990 issues of the Chinese prison sytem•s 
interoal journal describing ezport strategies and case 
studies of successful sales to Japan, Germany and the u.s. 
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The erticles prove tbat et least until mid- 1990, the 
export of prison product• to the U.S. was officially 
condoned and encouraged. Together with our evidence 
of exports in late 1990, they constitute a prima facie 
ease that such ezports are still authorized. 
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