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smm m:wumﬁmﬂ with British rwmﬁng use of
atomic wespons

mmwfm: :

Joint Chiefs of Stafe: Gmw:t ﬂmﬁltm General
Collins, General Vandenberg, Admiral WoCormick,
Genesral Holte, Admiral Dungan, General White,
Admiral lalory, Lt. fol. Addleman

sww: Seovetary Acheson, Mr, Matthews, Mr, Arneason,

s *

Defenne: M, lLovett

2 1

' Oaneral Bradley explaimsd that the tlﬁng that was
worrying the JCB m tmt mxuuu«m&nw tallks with
the British might end up {n some mp 11ed sgreement or
o commitwent alwad of time. He thought t:!mt vur Chiels
. should discuss the matter with their Chiefs sinde this
; ~ would not commit wnyone. He said he &1d not know whether
; | that would mtiwfy the Beitish. He sald that his people
' !w!s the reeling the agreed paper went beyond XSO 30 and
% C ?}/& mﬁ Yhey weren't sure but that it should go to
1ained that he wis not quite sure whether
umc azsi‘ it :h 4 d hu used for disoussion with the British
or whikt tham done.

The Secretary of 3tate explained that this matter e
xtw‘sqﬁ m&:t; the m«mﬁttwﬁ thlks and the communiqué
‘ thist was wiitten at that time., Mo said that Attles
; ~ aslmt to ﬁw thie President alene and then came out with
' & paregraph saying that he and the Prestdent had agresd
the mﬁw uw‘iﬁ not use the bemb without consulting the

British. The Becrstary said that he and No. Fovett went
iu to see the President and pointed out the dissdvantages
of wush & ammsmt and the President told them to tal
i;hn mﬁ&w Ww uivn Attlee and Franks and work out & nw
PAYEErapk 62 & and it toolk the form of the pava-
g h :Lu emmq;u which satd the President would keep

touth mlth the Prime Minister on the world situstien.

7 Ehﬁ aﬁawﬁww Alxo muw that mﬁﬂ&ar Franks
had coms to his house and showed him the Siessor paper &nd
ak&& anat he ought to de sbout 1t, The Secretary Hid him
&t there would ewtxm:f.y hu t:zwh:m in wtarting on a
_ course what would attempt to i us an prior consultation
or :mit,_w use of the bemb. He told Ambassador Pranks

that he should go along: ﬂ% mv the President had
! .  Spproved and Ambassader P - aoasulved his Government
* on thst. mm Iater the miﬁtmh gave & copy of the
Slessoy . mw to General Bradley and to the State Depart-
m‘% The :m;w anid that we had tried a1l along to
limit

PR T

TOP SECRET




1imlt the thivig to & veview of the sltustion. He added
that this had & bearing on the talks with the Canadians
where we Jave been tyying to get agresuent with Canads
to use theilr bases as 1f they wers our own, which we
Had not been able to do. We do, However, meet with them
- An #¥ the situstion in the world every, few weeks,
‘think this the best way to go wbout the problem.

; t the poslition that they wust

: T I8,  They feel that if & strike takes

off fy¥om thelr territory there will be one coming basok
the other way.

The Secretary sald he thought 1t would bs helpful
te work cut seme procedure for political and military
talks, together op -ﬁ%&%ﬁg, with the British, giving
thew in general our view of the situstions in the world
but with no comiitment. He said he had hoped what w
gould de, perhaps after the President had sten the paper,
¥as Lo Call over with the British those places in which
the dangers looked preuter at any gliven time and those
pinces in whiloh we sdght aet differently than in other
places: He explutned thst of course whatever our views

Sangers were, the decision would alwkys have to
the Prestdent and we could not ocmitit or bind

il Bradley said that thelr feelng was that if
ould be approsched on the basis of what would

' “ would not be so worried. When the :

he question to the bemb, the Chiefs
ying to get & commitment on its use.

 Hr. Lovett remaviked that Slessor had talied quite
- frapkly about. this and made it olesr that they wers .
mtwiﬁ:% in #haﬁw of the satomic bomb .,

 The Secretary of 3tate said he was sure that the
British had started out with. that ides, but that 1t was
8130 trae that theres is sonk Identity between the use
of the atomic Lomb and general war. He said he would
not draw the conclusion that becsuse the British wanted
to do something we did not wint to do that we #hould not

talk at all.

. Lovett sskeed whether thers were not two problems:
ag@%ﬁ@m which whht precipitate war, and the use of the
atomlc bomb.

_ General Gollius seid that a further complication is
that we all sgree that “An the avent of war we will use the
atomic boab tactioally. He said that he we oosuld limit
the discussien to what sieuld lesd to general war 1t would
be okky with him. ‘ ~

General
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jeneril Vandenbarg said that it nmakes one suspicoious
in view of the fact that the Sritish had tried to get the
‘S*mmmt,m the line, the fact that Slessor and Riliot
frigd to sscoth the thing over, and the way the peper
pitto the State Department. He thought they :
Ing to get an lmplled ccmmitwent. MHe said with the
» RS you oan lay it on the table and they will under-
' He thought we should first have milit din-
wusﬂam ami say we ohn make no commitment and in this
T WY we esn £ind oubt whether there i3 movk than meests the
e¢ye in the British approach. After these discussions have
. gone o for som¢ time General Vardenberg relt that we
sould deoide whethey to talk on the political M#im ,
He wondered whether the sgreed State-JC3 Werking
mgw should have the blessing of the 3%&&3&& ar .‘%we
Defanse and the President before we even start the
mmmry tallke. He thought we could talk without metually
& paper in the dlsoussions and that would be an
azw :im&?. protection for the State Departuent.

General Bradley thought the ;mewz would talk on &
nilitary level fivat but that they would insist on politiecal
ginf# and finally talks.on the ?r&m: Hinister-President
‘BEELIN. s

M. mﬂw anied 12 we could net say we have nothing
to disouss on stomic matters so that the talls would only
be abaut what would kick off & war, Mr. Acheson sald he

agreed pretity much with what Mr. Lovett and Genersl Vanden-
&wx M #aid but thet of course this was a 1ife and death
mitter for the Hrltish snd they will want to know whether
we are sober and wnpmmmm He felt that the British
had & pdght to know what the Chlefs and we and the Fresle
dent think sbout these questions. He feels that 1f we
could gt into the hends of the British the idex that we
wers very sericus sbout thess questions we would be in a
much betted position if a orisis arose. He felt that with
respeot L6 the atomic part we could say that their consclu-
sion 1s gurs, L.e. that we cunnot imagine & real war
without the use ﬁt‘ the atomte boabi

M. lovest ﬁw&w ir there ma net tmtw point
ami suggested that 1f-Musala stepped into Korex he assumed
hat would De. war & TEY 25 We Wers concerned but that some
sar our alites might not think so., He said that if we
trastad 1t ax & full wax we would throw the hook st them .
and yhether we got into war alone or with allies we would
have to use everything. The Secretary of State said that
the British needed sducation on how serious to our national
%gmmﬁ an atteok by the Russians on Korea and Jmm would

Geneyal emm.m srid he ‘&Iwmm we should start on a
wilitary basis and ses whet the British were after. iHe
thought we could take the line that way would mean the use
of the atomis bomb xnd then look at situatio 2? where our
militapy men would vecommend going to war. ter discus
sions with the British Mr‘mm Vandenberg thought the Chiefs

eould
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could get ‘together with the State Department representa-
tives and st them know what the military hed lsarned so
hat the State Department representutives would be pre-
P8 &% the political taiks. He thought cne thing we
~ghould Tind out was whether the Beitish were prepared to
Sry Ul BAes unless we made commitments.

, | My, ¥atthews said he was wc this wks not the case.
M. Lovett remarked that on British bases we had to remem-
‘e we were guests and could not use them 1f they did not

went us to.

© general Collins thought that possibly the aifficul.
ties we were having with the Pritish ovey Spain related

to the fuct that we might secure bases in Spain whish we :
could use for atomic attaoks, and Secratary Acheson thought
that might be so but that there was nothing réprehsnsible
atiout it. He asid that alter a1 thie tall

of the kite and they areg concerned about where the kite
{a going. He felt that the Spitish bad lodged Their
paper on the guestion of the stomie bomb bectuse there
hed onge besn an agresuent with respect to that and they
reslize that they oannot got & treaty with us saying
peither of us will go to wkr without the other's consent.
Tne Sseretary said he should hope that what we would do,
rexlixing what the British are trying to do, is say
clearly that they will not get a commitment but that we \
wiil go aver the situstion with them. He thought there .
wiz rvesl merif in having militaxy talks fivst, Ha :

thought, for lnstance, that the military could explain

thet in the svent of atisck on us in Lorex by the Russlans

the matter would be so serious we would have to resed

with everything we have, H felt that they should xlso
underetand that i we gh into war by carrying the burden

of defennse 1n the Facific they would have to go slong

with us, Just as we will go along if Burope 18 attsoked.

Admival McCopmick asked whethexr the military should
have advise from the State Department before taliking with
the British and Geneval Vandenberg aasked whether we
should go over the agraed Working Paper and take out
what we don't 1ike and get 1t cleared, Genersl Bradley
f&ly 1t would be better 1 the military simply spoke
for themselves. ’

Genersl Vandenberg asked ir the military should
ingiut on talking with the Bpitish Chlefs and General
Colline said he thought they should and that they should
insist in talking to all of the British Chiefs, General
Bradiey suggested thab they say there must be at least
one of the Brifish Chiafs present. :

. Genersl Collins reverted to the agreed Working Faper
and said they should not use this papsy since 1t talked
about the use of the atoale baad. sdmiral MoCormlck
thought it would be better to hive another paper end
alexr it With the State Depariment before using 1it,
geneesl Colling did not agres bub thought the military

shaild
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should s&y what they would yecommend without bringlng
the State Department into it. Mr. Asheson gald that he
would not show the agreesd Working Paper to snyone, bub

: # sgresd that the use of the atomic bomb means

s Working Paper could be used as & bagis of dis-
ysion, Oensral Collins sald that he would go so far
as. to ssy that the atomic bomb should be used only in
general wap but Mr. Lovett felt that we should not say
£hat beeause 1t was a self-inposad Limitation. General
Vandenberg said that the Chifs d1¢ not agree with some
of the things in the paper. General Collins pointed out
thit the military would not use Parts I1 and III of

the paper at all. Usneral Vandenberg thought that even
with vespect to Section I the chjeet of the talks ovught
to be o get the British views, but Gengrsi Collins felt
we had to go further than that and tell the British what
we would resommend under present cirpumstances. MNr.
Matthews said that if ths Chiels aiffered with any of
the material in Part I of the paper he fell the State
Pepsrtment should go over the dissgreements before the
Chiefs met with the British. General Vendenberg then
asid that there was no msterisl difference of opinion with
respest to Part I, that the differences related only to
Parts TI &nd IIT whilch would not be used. )

The Secrebary of State said that if the Chiefs meant
by omitting Parts II and III in the taiks that they would
not tell the British what those portions were about, thut
was fine but he felt that Parts II and III would help him
if he were doing the talking and might also heip the Chiefs.

M, Iovett urged thal when taMng of the atomlic bomb
we should not spesk only of general war becauss we might
be in & war with the U.3.3.%, and use the bomb without 1t
belng & general waw, and the Secretary of State agreed.

. Genersl Bradley said that the Chiefs would g& xhand
, and hold the military dissussions and say that LI there
 4s war with Bussia we will use ‘the atomic bomb. MNr. Lovelt
" then mentisned the posaibility of the Bereitsehaften moving
ﬁ&nﬁ%‘ our troops in Gerasny oy sone of the snstarn sebel-
1{tes ooming in, and asked whether we would want to llmib
surselves and say we would neb use the atomic bomb. General
Bradley said we would not 1imit it, we would simply say
that we would use the bomb in & war against the U.5.3.R.
and whether we would use 1t in other civoumstances would
depend on the situation existing at the time.

* » * # = @

General Bradiey then turned to the guestlon of &

receamendation frem General Ridgway for the removal of

the 1imitation on attacking Reahin. He. Matthews sald
the resomsgndation had not goae over yet, bubt the Seerstary
said we were prepared to talk about it if the Chiels wished
to, Wr. Lovett then described the Joint Chiefs' recommenda-
tion that Ridgwsy be perml ted to sttack Bashin by alr and
naval Torees snd the Sesvetary of State asked whaether this

meant
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meant surfase vessels. GCeneral Collins said he remem-
vered that Admiral Sherman had not wanted to use Xavy
surface vessels. General Pradley saild that the orders
could be limited to the use of alr.

ﬁmm Motormick wanted to know what the objec-

tion was to the use of the surface Navy and Genersl

Bradigy said that Admiral Sherman had been afrald one
gubmarine captain could get over-smbificus. Mr. Lovett
referped to the fact that in the past Rashin had been a
pdrt. of ¢all for Husslan vessels 3o that thers wis an
extrs hazerd if our ships spprosshed within naval firing

pange. Mr. Acheson recalled that one of the things talked

PAYES. , ;
" abeut when the questlon was up before was the danger of

having surface Yessels with alr cover only 17 miles from
the Soviet border, and Mr, Lovett sald he thought 1t

inevessed the proveness bo accidents. Admiral MoCormick

saild that was why the sir attacks had been stopped,
since there had been aocldents. C

My, Acheson said thet whén this was disoussed before
he had understood that there was ne rail line below Rashin,

and OGeneral Dradley sald that was correct, that the ralle

rosd had not been Tinished below Rashin yet and that they
were using trucks. He slso eaid that this matter had been
discusséd so much on the Hill that the sneny had been
tuilding up their stosks in the ares., Mr. lovett asked
whebther we had not said at the hearings that the enemy
eould a&wgﬁ store the stuff only 17 wmilés away, and
General Collins said there was a lot there now and you
could at lesst get that., Mr. Matthews felt that you had
to measuve the advantages of destroying the stocks .
againsd the pothologiosl Pfeeling of the Russians near
the border. He sald he knew Mr. Xennan felt that the
Russisns have not decided on whether they want war and
therefore Rashine is risky. Mr. Matthews said he falt
that perhsps 1t wes less riaky while the armistice talks
were going on.

Admiyal Molopmick sald Ridgway seemed to want the

Navy surface vessels Lo help do the Job, and General

Collins ssid that he thought the orders should be limlied

to the use of alr. Admiral Duncan sald that if we want

to destroy the stoeks that were thers it was not resson-
able to 1limit the means. He pointed out thab General
Ridgwiy alveady has general imstructions as to the limi
tations on &R agpmh to the Soviet border with naval.
Forass. General Bradley esked whether the screen for .
the fieet wonld not come pretty elose &n the Sovieb border.

General Collins sald that he recommended that the
proposed instrustions be reealled and the autherity limited
te the use of &ir and Naval sir, Genersl Bradley sald that
when the paper resched the State Department the Stkte
Department should consider the word "air” written in
apd the additional limitation that the attacks be under-
taken only when visusl cbeervations was possibple. He
sdded that he thought the attack should only be carried

out
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out once with no publieity. He sald we were bound to
get gome publicity since we hed said in the MaeArthur
mﬁgw thet we 4id not think it was a profitable
gm; L

The Sesyetary of State said he felt we could go

C Rlong.

* * * % #* *

Geneval Bradley then referred to the Septenber

RATO Couneil meeting, and ssld he hoped we would avold

talking sbout military matters. My, Acheson sald that
nad been mede 2 condibion of the mesting. General Bradley
asked whether we should even alk provisionally about a8
copmand: for Turkey before Turkey was in NATO, and Seere-
tayy Asheson sald he 4id not think we should. UGeneral
Bradiey pointed out that the gouncil of Deputies was
asking for information on the comuand set-up and thal the
Chiefs 41d not believe they should be given this infor-
mation. The Secretary of State said that was our view.

T * 3% * * *

Gensral Vandenberg ralsed the question of the North
Eastern Command and asied if, from the Depirtment of State's
point of view, there would be any 4ifficuities with having
that command inelude Cansda. He sald his people thought
a Canadian Deputy would be & good idea. General Bradisy
added that as soon as Canada could tis in part of thelr
defense 1t would make senwe, put he felt that would take
three or Four monthis. He reported that Folkes {7} thought

1t would help & grest deal.’
 My. Watthews said he thought we would have everything

to gain and nothing to loss.

| Gendral Vendenberg said he thought we might extend
1t sy ask Cenads to put & few officers in our Aly Defense
Command, and Me. Matthews agrsed that would Be &1l to the
good. Secvetsry Acheson suggested that we study the idex
and give our views. - :

 Qeneral Golllns said the only difficuliy ias that Folkes
wants & combined chiefs, and General Bradley said he thought
this was & problsm to go befors the Permanent Joint Board
pefore we approved it.

Mr. Acheson asked General Vandenberg i his propesal
was limited to the North Eastern Command, snd General
Vandenberg sadd 1t was, He didn't feel ready to do snything
mors now; the North Eastern Command only has vases sutside
the U«S. All he had in mind was to determine if thers -
would be political objections if the military thought 1%

was & good idea. Gresenland, Nove. Soutia snd Labrador ars
ineluded in the command. My Matthews agreed to look into

i

this point and to let Ceneral Vandenberg know.

» % » * = *

Hr., Habithews |
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) Wy, Watthews reported an underatanding that the
o militapy were studying & proposal for six more Turkish
Divisions and asked if this was so. -

=T General Bolte said ﬁemal Arnold, on his recent
T trip to Washington, had made a presentation to the Chiefs

on this, Adslral Duncun ssid he was at the hearing before
the Senate Foreign Relations Comuittes when Arnold geve

his story about the cost of Turkish Divisions. Senstor
Wiley had suggested instesd of U.i. troops, why didn's

we send Turkish troops to Europe; and he was told that
the military thought that was a bad solution to the problem.

Mr. Matthews saild the State Department had considered

the proposed six divisions in connection with the Caucasus
and Middle East. OGenersl Collins sald thers were limits
on what we could doj and Admiral lLaler added that the
questlion was not presently under study; it was merely
part of Arnold's presentation, S

3/PsJHPerguson: duh
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