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- . 1. SUMMARY: GOH plans major four—year adult literacy
campaign using fourth year highschool students as teachers.
Goal is to teach one hundred thousand pexsons a year to

read and write in addition to those in reqular school

_ BMB "l systems. UNESCO reportedly prepared to provide materials.
DCH
POL GOH seeking about two—and-cne-half million dollars per year
ECON )
AID to fund minimal per diem costs of student-teachers.
Usis
PC END SUMMARY,

2. At a January 26 dinmer in honor o visiting AID Assistant
Administrator Otto Reich, Minister of Education Alma Rodas

de Fiallos described to Ambassador proposed GCH adult

literacy campaign. ¥Fiallos said Doctor Suazo wishes to
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r;ive literacy issue high priority because of preSsing-_W
social /econcmic need and becausé politically it is one
area wheie he believes Honduras is very vulnerabl? to
comparison with Nicaragua. Honduras has an illitéracy
rate of approxiiately forty—-five percent.
3. GOH idea, as described by Fiallos, would be to create
an obligatory &eér of national service for highschool

. seniors and then have them in turn contribute about
five months of their time to teaching people cutside
the normal school system to read and write. Tentative
plan calls for having about five thousand such student-
teachers at any given time; and goal would be to train
“one hundred thousand additional persons a year to read
and write. If goals were attained this would represeni
significant dent into illiteracy problem of this country
of three point seven million people.
4, Mrs. Fiallos says she has assurances of support for
teaching materials for such an initiative. She does
not have the two—-and-one-~half million or so dollars
which would be needed to fund token salaries for and
expenses of the stpdent-teachers, as well as associated
administrative costs.. It was clear from the conversa-
tion that Mrs, Fiallos would welcome additiénal UsG

resource assistance in this area.
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