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oubject: Indizn Muclear Wegpons Capabilily

It ssems clear that & major factor in the Indian decision

on_whether to develop a. nuclear capability or not is the
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question of assurances from the United States and the

Savizl Union,  Indin will indoubledly wish io remain &
nonaligaed country, which 1 should think woeuld exclude
any formal United Stales gquarantee which, In any evert,
would have serious disadvantages for us and which would
probanly resudl in our having to give gimilar quarantees
lo a large number of other countries. On the other hand,
India may not be satisfied with wery vague generalities,

In these clreurmstances, | suggest we rnight consider sug-
gesting te the Indians thal they make a unilateral stale-
Tivenk which would cover bwg misin ponts.
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The first would be that India 15 not concerned over any

problem of muclear oleclemail sinee it does net intend to
subenik to nuclear thrests from anyone. The second
point would stste that if & nuelear weapon were gotually
used against India, the Indian Government iz confident
that the major nuclear powers would taks approprials
zotion, either individuslly or through the United Nations,
The Indian declaration would conclude by stating that in
the absanse of & radical change of circumstances, India,
does not intend to bulld rnuclear weapona but o devote
its resources and ensrgies to lhe wolfare of s psople,
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The difficult problem weuld be the wording of our respense
fc such a statement, 1 believe that, in general, we could

we beligve the Indisns have made a very wise
decision and that while the United States will of course re-
tain its freedem to make its decision in the light of all the
circumstances existing at any given time, it has no doubt
that any country which considered using nuclear weapons
against India would be so aware of the heavy price it would
have to pay for auch action, that such a contingency is
highly undikely.

I yom think this course of action has any nerit, perhaps

T could bring it up for discussion ln the Nop-prollferation
Commiize, RS2
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