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THE SLCRETARY OF DEFEHSE
WA | NG

Honorahle Demn Rusk 28 (o7 1904

Jearetary of State
M: Da Cu

Denr Dean:

An Tequested by Till Foster in his memorendm of 14 O¢tober, I am
forwrding to0 you my comments of the stody "The [ndien Muclesr
Problem: Proposed Course of Action”. I am in general agreement
vith thet peper as mre the J0J; thelr comments, with which I agree,
are attached,

It 1p my uwnderstending that Chet Bowles wlll be returning to
Washington in carly Decenber for copsultation. We will have the
benefit of his feeling for the Indlan ruclear prablem folloviog
his tplks with Shestri, ALt about the sape time as his retun, I
expect to recelve fyvom the Jolnt Chiefs & study of the lmplications
of the Chinese mclear capability. With the information then
avalleble, I beljeve 1t desirables that we review our overall
mocurity poliecy vis-g-vis Indis apd other Acien statos io light of
the Chinese Commmict threat. I think g reviev in December would

be spproprigte. 1 understsnd your staff egraes,
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THE JOINMT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001
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JOHEN-900 - 64

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

Subject: The Indinn Maclenr Problam:
Propovsd Course of Action (U)

1. Feferenco e made to a paper on the above subiect, dated 13
Oetaber 1965, which was npproved by Lthe 7 hﬂmp:t..m-. i".u}nmitl:-ee aa
MNuclear Uapzbility and farwarded by the HRreclor, 'S5 Armszs Control
nnd Dlearmament Apency (ACDA), 1o memburs of the Coremittes of
Principale for sparovnl oy comment, On 10 Sctober 1961, the
Lhomoson Commitioe roviewed the paper id the light of the inter
vening deieration of the Thinese nuciear dévice on 16 Tclwobar 19614,
The recommendesd course of nclion and a?"runl.;;cﬁ:k Lo India weare
consideradl to ke critl appliceble, and it T"F" nlllr_‘LlErj Ahat the pnpor

be apdated pocordingly. T AT EAY “'r I/ st P aa £

"

£. Lhwe Jobnr Chilets of Sadd have vevieweoos the slternetive cooyses
ol dctton fovdaidere! =al conduy that the action eelected {8 sroper at
this tinne. o conelderinp 1'% sreurances envmerated in subparngraph
a on pape 12 ot o :-w.;n? F. the firgl, socanmd, »ad loarth 4o nol sxsesd
those prievliowsly ives India hy T rﬂ.i ek Y igatdieowery oo 10 Dagember
195%, and by Amboraador Dowlen an ob R2acch PFe4, These ansnransog
wire geawbrally reaflfir-ned by the Vresident "o slatement on 1h  cober
1965, The third asraracce proposes Jhat the Usited States issun, at

A wpprepriste dlme sffer detopnation ol 2 Chindse auclany deviee, o
unpdlzteral oublic deciaration rogseading e responze Lo Chinere use of
niciear wetpone Ariingt apother Aslon siaia. Thiz asbursmce wils
given by Lie @ restdent in hie apevch on | Sewber 1961, The t'residesi
did not, however, ot thie szeurance 1o nailons wt Agis. Over-ail, .
the DE agpurances appeae nppropriale as o basis for Mecussions with
fulla ot which tirns Tudian lnteotiong can be rore acew rately determined.
At the same time, however, the Jolml Chiele ot S5tall conslder that it is
ma el important that ne actions be takeén which could allenate US allies,
especially Falkisinn,
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3, The assurvhonceh propofed sre panceal in nelure dod do not
et the Haitad Stater fo 2oy soedifle millUary course of action,
Thix wil) permil flexlbillly of rosponse connlolest with 1% interomeg
g oblhpy elrategls comprllments TH’.EEHJ%E LY {prees are Blruclured
o permit imnlementation +f cucrent canllngency plane for asslstance
W Indla re vequired to ston 2 maximoam supporiable Chinese communist
allack and 1o restore the stelus guo thet exloted prior to initlation of
aprpresnion. The adequacy of current US mllitary recourcea will,
af ¢avree, depend on the scope of assistance reguired and other con-
currant strategic military reguireniants,

t, "With respect to Yaviet prporpaces, it Is recommenned thal the
Linfled States not initistle discurrione on thie marrer with either India
or the Zoviet Ualon, Apy implication that tha Uinited “tatee wonld
encourape assurances {ram the Soviet Unlon could result in grester
Spviet influence within the Indizn Armed Forces., The United “tates
Ll currently attempling to stem a trend in this direction.

. fublast 19 the farepoing, the Jeint Chiele of Staff recommaend

apparaval of the Thomnson Committes report,

For the Jolet Thiafs af Statf:

CURTIS E, LeMAY
Acting Chalrman
Joint Chiefs of Staff
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