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The Honorable William E. Colby
.Ditector of Central Intelligence
Yashington,s,D.C. 20505

D=savr Bill:

With reference to the question of declassification of the

"fact of" satellite reconnaissance, I believe your memorandum
lays out the pro and con arguments reasonably well. However,

we continue to believe that there would be little gain, and

the possibility _of great loss by declassifylng at this time

the fact that the United States conducts satellite reconnais- '
sance over the Soviet Union. In addition, we see no pressure - -,
for making a change at this time. . e
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While there is obviously. considerable public knowledge of the
(wwr. Pprogram, in our view the declassification and ultimate admis-
: sion of the "fact of" would inevitably lead to erosion of the
. security of the program. Further, once the progra@,is pub- -
t 3. licly admitted, the Soviet leadership could be subjected to
7% - different, largely unforeseeable, and possibly unfavorable
pressures from our viewpoint. Finally, it is likely that de- -
classification would lead to considerations of natiomal sover-
eignty and U,N. discussions that could be harmful to our -
interests. ' '

In view of the importance of this program to our Defense pos-
ture, we believe it unwise to subject ourselves to such added
risks and public discussion. Maintaining the classification

of the program provides the continuing option of a ‘Presiden-
tial release and statement if future events make this adyisable.

Sincerely,
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