DRATT (A-RDP79B01709A001400040035-2

nc&pmv@ﬁqsf*f&ew 2004/04113 ;

MEMORANDUM I'OR: The Secretary of the Interior
The Secretary of Agriculture
The ..:ecretaxy of Commerce
Dlrecto:’,\ Central Intelligence Aponey
Director, Office of Management and Budget .
Administrator, National Aeronautics and Space

Administration
FROM: Henry A. Kissinger
SUBJECT: Civil Use of Classified Reconnaissance

Systems, Technologies, and Products

The ARGO program was initiated in 1967 by the Pres-ident‘s Science
Adviser for the purpose of testing, on a limited basis, the utili'ty of |
classified reconnaissance products as a t;ool in earth resource assessment.
The results of the study were sufficiently encouraging that an interagency
ARGO Steering Committee was 'established to facilitate expanded clvil use |
of tilese classified data and systems; and in the éucceeding period a
rnamber of projects were successi:ully carried ouf.

Experience has shown, however, that if these concepts are to be
put into action on a conaiderably broader and more operational basis, a
routine mechanism: not a.vailabl_e now via ARGO, is required to receive,
evaluate, and satisfy 1:equésts for new data, 'I‘h:e. present ARGO structure
is also oﬁéolescenfg with the regard toﬂ membership, and with the advent of
the Interagencyr Coordinating Committee for the Karth Resource Survey
Program (ICCERSP), the necessity of direct Execubive Office involvem-ent

iz no longer evident,
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To move the concepts of ARGO toward greater realization and o

!

o

update the organizational structure three actions are heing takern.

~~ The ARGO Steering Committes is abolished,

~~ 'The birector of Central Intelligence (DCI) will form a clvil
applications subcomittae to the Committee on Imagery Requirements
and Exploitation, which will receive, evaluate, consolidate, prioritize,
and transmit to COMIREX requests for data, and will act .d.s the intér.fa.ce '
with the civil user community in obtaining standardized requests agd
reaching compromises between requests ;nd capabilities. The subcommittee
will be chaired by the represéntative of the Department of the Interior, and
will consist of representatives of the Departments of Agriculture and

(,Lwl

Commerce, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration. The

eharrman, _ ) . ’
sosadby of COMIREX and the DCI representative to the Executive Commiltee
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of ICCERSP will serve ex officio.
~= The Director of the Office of Manegement and Budget is requested
to charge the Executive Committee of ICCERSP with the responsibility 3
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stimulate, facilitaté, and evaluate arrssgtho-Lomenibbremiorrbess.auenaios the
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exploitation of remote sensing by classified systems, to employ-no-fospible :
G’Q‘ classified reconnaissance technology in performance of the ERS function,
and to report anqually} in a classified annex to the annual ERS report, as to the
status, progress, problems, and recommendations in obtai;'xing and int‘egrating
clasgified data into the U, 5. ERS ‘program. The Exe.c:utiv;e Committee will

. be supplemented with a representative of the DCI, for the purposes of liaison

and facilitating acquisition of ¢learances for member agency persounel.
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