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1. HReference is pads to:

" Eirm:-nrni-ﬂ of Intelligence Reuting and Record Sheet, Comgent Wo, 1
.i}g;ad 8 February 1951, subject: Rand Froposal for Resesrch and Dﬂﬂlm‘b on oA
Satellite Reconnaissance u'FI"*cle: in which the Intallifence Directorats Tecommended
that the deterzination of the du:i_'rlbﬂ_lt.:.r of procesding with the necessary régsarch
and developoent con this profect be expedited.

N

: 2+ be Conference called by Colonal-B, A, Schriever, Dirwt.m'lt.q of Research
and Dﬂcla;;mt 16 February 1951, during which it was requested that additiomal
apecific requirenents be subzitted az to the -intelligence infermation which wonld
ba ra-qnind I:'m: such a smtallits vehicle."

2., Spm:ific roqu_trﬁnents as to the tvpu ef mteJJJ.guncu informaticon desired
are a5 followa:

8. Photography of, suffieisnt.quality to enable triiﬂnd intarprﬂ-&ﬂ ta
identify cbjects much as hur"‘n:lrn, airfields, all stoTage aieas, larcgs= Fua;id.mti.ll
aress and industrial areas,

) b, Have = Enpa]}ilit.}’ ta take urd recort Eearch reconnaigspncs on large
, | areanm, 1.e8.3 . ' o '

{I:I To be able ta cover the eotive US3E in.a peTliad of eéveral weeks,

'rl[E:l To furnish continuous daytize observation of the USSRE.

{3) To record the information pafinsl by the satallite.in s permanent
manner. ; dET TR |

! ¢. -Hale a capability to pather and record photogrephy as. an aide to radar
scope navigation end boching, This photography to be used a5 compaTative photography
and to 111 in gaps where sufficient’ information is not ouw l"l’l.....llhll to mocurately

plqt. redar agope returna. .

‘ds  Froduce a p'r'-:)tclfra]::h.ic quality :m_it-ublu for t.ha I‘H‘fillm ‘of urml.u'l:.ia-l
‘Ta!:.lrt: and maps.

-

"1 Gethar and reodrd photographically general weather inforsetion over the
world, Clood photogriphy: of 300-or AD& foot resclution would be :Lurl.ln.l.bll fﬂI‘
“‘tﬂﬂl"ﬂlﬂﬂ.ﬂu ntudj* ) s . 1, i i M
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3. Heprepeotatives [rom this Directorats ﬂ;itu-ﬁ the Rand Corporation cm
2 Mareh 1951, and discussed.the proposed satsllite with representatives of the Rand
Corporation. Attached as Izclosure Ne. 1 im a photograpk resulfing from an experi-
mant carried oo by-Rend. A city mosaic of Los dngelss, Incloeure No. 2, was photo=
graphed with a standard television cacera, The resulting picture was ralqmﬂ. to Mt.
Wilsen and back to tha studie where the image appearing on the monitoring screen was
shotographed. The attached photogrsph is considered by Rand to have s resclutiom of
about 300 feet. Thim photogreph haz been examined by the photo interpretsrs of this
Directoreats and if siziler cmality i3 cbtaimed by the propowsd smatellits, the

minimie reguirement for infermation referfed to in peragraph 2 sbove will have bean
mat,

L. It is noted that AFDHD, Jte= Mo, 2, of the Daily Staff Digest, dated
12 March 1951, mentions that H.q.r.ﬂ is starting development com-thres componeuts of o
satallite gmided cisalla, Forther, that completlon of the development will requirs
‘vary littls money but a lengthy periocd of tise and that the project is belng under-
talen with a view toward the future when urgent need for superior reconnadpgmpos -
will Justify a satellite recconaissance system, In view of tha quality of the

tion today, and of the scercity of photographie coverage svailable of the TSR, it

is urgently renyestsad that the project be undertaken with a view toward the present

urgent nesd for suth s recomamissance systez, rather than a future need,

® 2 Incls

1. Photo Print _ g
2, City Mosat: (reduced ooe €. P, CASEL . i
- half fr original) . Major Geverml, UBAP .
B i N _ Mrsster of Istelligenes
S

photograph referred tol in paragraph 3 above, of the sericusness of the world situa-
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