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The President indicated that the purpose of the meeting was
to review developments since the last meeting (February 8), and to
up-date our information, He indicated that his statement to the
Wational Industrial Conference Board on February 17 attempted to
state U. 5. goals in Vietnam. He reviewed these goals; we have
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one major cbhjective =« to save South Vietnam and to help the South
Vietnamesc to preserve their freedom. We seek no bases or
territory there, and when we have responsible Assurance that the
terroridm has stopped, we will bring our troops home bmunediately;
and until then, we will do everything we think wise to help the South
Vietnameese do what is necedsary, The President said that wo must
expect an increase in Viet Cong aggressive tactics and that we must
recognize that our own responses are likely to increase as well. He
wants to make it clear that the U, 8. is going to continue its efforts
to meet and stop this agpression. Our Missien in Saigon should have
po doubis whatsocwver &2 to U, 5. inlent and objectives,

Becretary MeMNamara brisfed the Council on the increasing
tempo of the conflict, The Saigon Mission and the GVN (Khanh} want
to undertake aftacks on certain targete in the aouthern part of Morth
Vietnam, and he agreed this should be done.

Secretary Rusk pointed cut that there wore daily evidonces of
an increase in Viet Cong activity in the central and southern part of
South Vietnam. He pointed to the Commupist "war wessel" that was
brought into a South Vietnam port. He said there may well be an
increass in North Vietnamese lorces in the northecn part of South
Vietnam. He agreed that strikes this weekend against the North
should take place. Secretary Rusk went on to review the international
resaction to our strikes. He said that those Asian countries that had a
great stake in the security of the area (¢.g., Korea, Thailand,
Taiwan, Australia, UK, Philippines) are with us; acme countries
{e. g. ., France and Pakistan) are hike warm; some "unaligned" .
countries are flatly opposed. /f

-

The Secretary indicated his misgivings with wish respect to an
approach tc the UN at this time. He doubted that a debate in the
Séégrity Ceouncil would be the best way to deal with the situation, The
USSR is the oply Comumunist countey represented there, and would
have a special responsibility to defend the DRV actions and thus might
adopt a less forthcoming stance than it might in another forum, The
Secretary felt that wa should make our White Paper available &5 soo0n
as possible. He felt the ICC may be able to play a useful role, but
wo are still investigating how best to use the ICC machinery,
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The Secretary felt that, in the course of the next week, it
may be necessary te make another strong ataternent on our aima and
i objectives, stating that we will move cur troops as soon as we know
the aggression has stopped. He said there are many wha think /
"negotiation™ is a magic word, but felt it would be a mistake to ™7
indicate pr-.-,rna.ture].y our dllil‘ﬂ: tt:l :nter into m.-,guuﬂ.ﬂ-un unln 58 t"mn-,

a v:_r]r__ﬁngar_-ag. ﬁ.ll_qalmm A n-egnt:atmn that failed would indicate
that we had taken the case to the higher court and it was unable to
deal with it. This would be the worst possible situation,

The Secretary indicated that "political antennae™ all over the
world are waiting for signals that the Communists are ready to engage
in meaningful negotiaticn, Thus far no significant signals have been
received, It is extremely important, in this respect, that the GVN
itselfl is ready to stand up againac this aggreassion,

The President said that he would rather talk than fight, but
nonethelsss it was terribly important that the GVN not get the wrong
impression that the U, 5. is seeking negotiations prematurely. Under
the se circumstances Saigon might begin its own negotiations very
quickly and without our knowledge or participation.

The President read the text of an outgoing message, {rom
Secretary Rusk to Ambassador Bruce, which spelled out our proposed
policy. He acgked the members of the Council for their reaction.

All apreed,

The meeting adjourned at 6; 05,
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