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T HE WHI T £ HOUSE 

W"'$111NOT0N 

NATIONAL S£GURITY COUNClL M£&TINC 

Thursday, ~ebrunry L8, 196S 
Cabinet Room, S:2.0 p.m. 

Partlclpant.s; The Preside:'\\ 

'l'ho Vice Pr-c tldcnt 

Sute Secretary Ruak 
UDder Secretary Ball 
.A.rnba$.sador Thompson 
As:si!stant Secretary Bundy 
Ambassador linger 

.Dtfenae S.ercUry MeNanu:a 
Deputy Secretary Va.....,ce 
Auistant Secreta ry McN(lughton 

J CS Cener a l Wheeler 

ClA General Carter 

Tro.$.8ury Secr etar y Dillon 

USIA Dtree:.or Rowan 

White House McGeorge Bundy 
Che ster L . Cooper 

Th• Preoid-ent ind\c:u.cd that the purpose o! the meetinJ ... _, 
to review developm~u si~ the latt mt:eting (Febr"uary 8), a.n.d to 
up-date our information. H~ indicated that his .stateme nt tO the 
N3-tional l.J'Idu&~tria.l Conlerence Bo{l.rd o n Feb:-uary 17 attempted co 
Vtt\te U.S. fj:Ot\ls ln Vietnam. He .reviewed the!Se goah: w e hav• 
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one major objective -- to sa.vc South Vietnam a..Dd to heJp the South 
Vict.names.e to preserve their fre~dom. We uek. no base& or 
territory ther41, a.nd when w41: have J'CSpontiblc .at s u.l'an ce that the 
tcr:ori t m ha & ttoppt:<l, we wi ll b ring our troops hom e t rnmcdia.telyo 
and untU the.n, we wiU do evuythinc we think wi.ac to help the South 
Viet namese do what 1t ne eetnry. The Pre sident sa id that w o must 
expect an ineroa$e in Vie t Cong a8&rcsoiv~ t.actlcs and that w e l'n\l:;t 

recogniz.e that our own reapoos.es arc likely to incre• se ~swell. He 
wa.nu to m ake i.t clear that the U. S. is g oing to continue its ettorts 
;o rueet an<l stop thi $ llggt-cs t ion. Ou r Mltsioo ln Saigon should have 
no dorubtt wbatt<tever as to U.S. intent aod objectives. 

Se cre tary Mc NI:\ma.ra. briefed the Council on the inc r ea. ting 
tempo ol t~ conilict.. The Saigon Mi&sion and t he GVN (Kha.D.h} want 
to under take attacks o n certai n targets )p che s outhern port of North 
Vi.Hnam, a.nd he ag ree~d this s hould b e d o:'le. 

See:ret:~ory R.ut k. pointed out that t here w ore daily evidences of 
~n inccoase in Viet Cong a ctivity in the central a.nd s outhern part o f 
South Vietnam. lk: pointed ro the Commvoist "war ves•d" that was 
brought l.nto a South Vietnam por L He $&id there ~y wtll be a n 
ine~;ca.se i:1 No rth Vietname lt. forcta in the nor thern pan o f South 
VietDam. He agt'eeO th\l.t snlkes thl$ weekend acain&t the North 
•ho\lld t.'\ke pLace. Socrctary Rusk w~nt o n to :rovi~w the internationAl 
rcactiOJ'I to our :strike I . He ao.id' that tho oc Asia:\ countries th~t had :.. 
1 rea.t stake ln the secu.:-ity of the area. (e. 8·. Kore.a., Thailand. 
Taiwan_, Australia, UK_, PhUippinct) arc with u i.J; somo countries 
{e. g . , F rance an d Pnkist~n.) a:re luke wiU"m; $ome "unallgnod" . 
countries are natty oppoud.. ~/ 

'fha Sce retary i..nd ica.ced hi.t misgi vi.ngs wtch "'llliilllll r e spect to an ,·y__.. 
:Jp~~~ch to the UN a.t ~s d~~ tic doubted.!!'&-• ~ deNte in the · 
se~l,!ricy,.Cou.ncil would b!; Mthc b e st way co d eal with the a ituatio,n. Tht 
USSR it the o nly CommuniGt ~0\l.OU'y repn$ented the re, and would 
hav~ a. epecial ccsp~ntibility to dele:nd the DRV actio ns and thu• rnight 
adopt a. Jess forthcoming st(tnc~ th{ln it mlght in another forum. The 
Sccret&ry felt that w e s hould make our White P apec av~ilable &.$ s oon 
a• pouible . H'8 l d t 1he ICC may be a.ble to pla.y a useful r ole, but 
we are ttlll investiga.li.ng h ow b e st to use che- ICC ma¢h inery. 
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The Secretar y felt tlu.t, in the course of the next. week. it 
m~y be nece$S{I.ry to rn~kc &J\Othcr s trong statement on our a hns a..nd 
objec tiv.es, stating that we wiU move our t :z:oop:$ as soon a.• we know 
the aggreuion has stopped. He said there are ma.ny who lhtnk. ~ 
.. negotiation" is a magic wo rd , but felt it would be a. m\sU\kc to J.L 
l dteate prematurely our <lulre toCniU into negotiMlon; unless there 
wa s ~ome n.t p$_£! 40' Olllt>hl\ilq.n$-WOiil<l'b~e·~anrng:~:;ourJbe 
a vezy_~g~~~tiAA· A negotiation t hat hiled would indic~!~ 

that we h.!.d taken the ~•c to 'h e higher court and it wa. a W\a.ble to 
dod with i:.. This would be the worst possible oituation. 

The Secretary indicat-ed that "political a.ntennu" aU over the 
world are wc.iting for slano.h that the Communist& are ready to engage 
in m~a.rlingful negotiation. Thus far no significant alg:n:.h have bf!en 
receiv(!d, [tis extr emely lmpot·cant, in this. respe c t, tbM the C VN 
its~lf l s ready to st.a.nd up o.ga.inet thh aggression. 

The Pre si.dent ui4 tha t he would ratber calk than tlchc. b ut 
nortethele$.$ i.t wa .$ terribly lmpor tant tha.t the GVN not Ctst the wrong 
impreuion tha.t the tJ. s. ie u~king ne-go tiations prematurely. Und~t' 

&,hose circums.ta.nces Sal.gon might begln its own negotla.tlon• very 
q uickly and without 0\lr k:nowledcc o r participation.. 

T'be President r ·e&d the tex t o f a.o outgoing m• ua.ce, !rom 
Secret~ry Rusk to Amba.ta:a<lor Bruce, w hich .spelled ou,t our proposed 
poll.ey. He asked the member• of the Cou:o.cil for their reaction.. 
All a greed. 

1'he meeting adjourned 1\t 6 :0S. 

Chestc~L~•r 
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