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North Korea's Expanding Nuclear Eﬂons-

Summary

 P'yongyang's accession to ’
- Nonproliferation Trntv (NPT} in December 1985 obligates it to bring - al! df
" its nuclear facilities under fuli-scope International Atornic -Energy Agency
safeguards, but it has yet to enter into the raquired safeguéards . agreement
- or acknowledge new -nuclear-ralated facilities These failures have-raised
. South Korean concerns about thie North's nuclear intantions, with Seoul
“publicly stating that P'yongyang could have nuclear weapons-in a few
years. North Kores suffers from chronic energy shortages, and the Soviets
. have agraed to help build a .quclear‘ power plant, suggesting- at least part.

. i - .
Y SECRET NOWCT ORCON - @

e e e e - - W e arana wme a0t g




SECRET NOFORN N EOﬁCT ORCON

of P'vongyang's nuclear program is almed at developing a new energy

sourcé. W& have no evidence that North Korea Is pursuing s nuclea .
weapon option, but we cannot rule out that posslblllt?_

P'yongyang's Nuclear Efforts...

‘ The Yongbyon Nuclear Research Canter, the focal point of the North's nucléar
efforts, was established with Soviet assistance In the 1060s {soo figures 1 and 2). Until
the early 1980s, the center consisted of an operations area with s 4-megawatt (Mw) -
rasearch reactor, supplied by the Sovists under IAEA safeguerds, and s large support”
area. Since the -North began an expansion program in 1880, It has constructsd more
-support bulldings and a 10~ to 30-MwW graphite~-moderated, gas-cooled. reactor fuelad
_with natural umnium. The new reactor has been In regular operation.
" sincé October 1987, s i :

. In our view, at lgast part of Norih Korea's viuclear program i3
a:new energy source.

~P'yongyang has Initisted a major hydroelectric power
project-at Kumgangsan-in southwestern North Korea -and is'constructing thermial-power
plants throughout the country: The Soviets have agreed to heip build :a nuclear power

- plant, end the North may well hope this: will be. the beginning.of a serles of nuclear -
- projects that will help. its energy-short economy _ - -

E Nonetheless, the naw 10- to 30-MW resctor ralses some guestions. D.The r‘eac’tbi; '
. could be used for-power generation, '
and its limited estimated elontric output would do little to ease

* P'yangyang’s energy shortages,

! We belleve P'lyongyang probably has also developed portions of the front end of the

nuclear fuel cycle--uranlum mining, milting, and fuel fabricatlon--to provide fuet for’
its nuciear activities. ” - .
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«.And Nonprollferation Performance

The.issue of the purpose for the 10- to 30-MW reactor--along with the North’s
unwillingness to acknowledge its existence~-highlights P'yongyang's fallure to foliow up
on its accesslon to the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT) in December 1985. ‘In .
accordance with the NPT, the North should have entered into a safeguards -~ .

_agreement--including declarstion and on-site inspection of its nuclear tacllities--with .
the International Atomic Energy Agaency (IAEA} within 18 months: Qn 2 June 1887--days
before its target date--the North Koreans rejacted the proposed IAEA safeguards .
~ agreement, claiming it infringed on their national sovereignt because it was more
restrictive than the model NPT Safegusrds Agreement, |

. m full-scope safeguards agreement Is, at best, o
“many. months away. * . i . ‘ R

The Soviet Connection

) . We belleve Moscow played a large role in encouraging P'yongyang to
sign the NPT in December 1985. The Sovists have been involved in North
Korea's nuclear program since at least 1956. (n addition to providing technical
assistance,-Moscow has supplied a:4-MW research reactor and assisted in.the
construction of thc.lYOngbyon.Nuclur-,ﬁosurch__qcn'tqr. oL e

North Korea deposited its Instrument of accession with the Soviets and
the Soviet press announced P'yongyang's declslon to join the NPT, The North
Korean press, on the other hand, was silent. Moscow, apparantly in rasponse to -
"P'yongyang’s accession to the NPT, agreed to bulld at least one power plant . -
that could.-be composed of as many as four 440-MW reactors. ‘Neither side has -

announced the.projact’s location, but the Soviet press
Indicate the plant will be built before 1993,
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Qutlaok

Nonetheless, the gyang is
developing a roprocess ng capabllity and Its footdragging on implementing NPT
_ ;irovlslons.usuggest close scrutiny of

the North’s nucluar effort Is in order.  The South- .
~_Koreans are clearly pursuing that cdursMouth Korean
elieves P'vongyangTs developing & nuclear weapon ca ability--a.
concarn that Seoul has ralsed publicly-
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Non-Prolﬂomlomety require. l'-oountrﬂo onter: Imo o
- safeguards agresment with: tholm.mnﬂoml Atomic Energy Agency -+

- within 18 months afier signing the dociment:, Tia-North Koreans ...

- signed the treaty In late. 1985 at Moscow's urging,

nucisar weapons program, but P'yongyang’s fallure to establish full*

sﬂoguurdshoorulntou'oubies»ul countrloahaveexooodod
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