2 2958 N

L : _ ;
B}.ﬂ?)_ NARA Date ' _ ' ?

¢ mereessetar i rgsaszienes | . N Y v

-

THE WHITE HOUSE .

WASHINGTOM

TOP SECRET : April 27, 1971

Major General Vernon A . Walters
Senior U.S. Military Attache
American Embassy

Pawris, France

APO New York 09777

Dear Vernon: . : g :

Mr. David McManis of Dr. Kissinger's staff will deliver to you,
together with this letter,  two documents. The first (at Tab A) is
a letter from Dr. Kissinger to Mr. Jean Sainteny and asks him
to assist us in a sensitive matter which you will, i turn, explain

- to him when you deliver the letter. You should, therefore, con-

fact Sainteny, show Henry!s letter to him and ask him to arrange-
a private meeting between you and the Ambassador to Erance of
the Peoples Republic of China or with some: other appropriate
Senior Chinese Communist representative in Paris. In the mean-

‘time, Dr. Kissinger will alert Sainteny by telephone. It is im-

portant that Mr. Sainteny merely read Henry's lettet to him and-
that you reclaim it after he has read its-contents. Hopefully,
Sainteny will then arrange a private meeting between you and a de-
signated representative of the Chinese.

The second document (at Tab B} is a note which you should subse~
quently deliver to the desig_nated‘represen_falti\re of the Peoples.
Republic, The contents of this note should, under no circumstances,
be divulged to Mr. Sainteny and you should merely tell Sainteny that

you have been instructed to deliver a note, without further explana.- "

tion of its nature or content.

In sum, we visualize f:he scenario as follows:

-- You are to contact Mr, Samteny‘ who w111 have been

alerted by Henry.

-~ Allow him to read Henry's letter to him, being surve

to reclaim the letter at the end of the meeting and being sure not to
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divulge the content of the second note which is destined for the
Chinese representative. At this meeting, flesh out Henry's letter
by telling Sainteny that we hope he can arrange a private and secure
mecting alone between you and an appropriate representative of the
Peoples Republic assigned to France.

- Mr. Sainteny, in turn, will arrange an appropriate
secure rendezvous between you and the Chinese representative.
At this private meeting, you would then deliver the note at Tab B.

Please keep us posted on the scenario as it unfolds.

Best regards,

Brigadier General, my
Deputy Assistant to the Pre sident

for-National Security Affairs

- Enclosures
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Dear Jean:

Once again, the Fresident and I would 1n\c fo mpoge on ’
f=]
rdavalae tox of

your invaluable good offices to assist us in a raail
the greatest sonsitivity, The bearey of this Mmdszage M M
Majox Genera 1 Veraon Walters {our Defons Auar‘an in

Paris), will explain to-yon our specilic need fox your W

"~ intercession.. The m'o_]eci; i% ovie fogquiving ‘the kind of

gkill and delicacy which have .chatactervized youl earlier
efforts. in our behalf g and-no onc,, .other tian l,he, President,

- miyselt and Gene siral Wal'c.rs is aware of it. “Thorefors,

it is ims pm‘tant that after talking to General Walters you

‘inform. no ond’ of, the nature of your convérsation with.
. hlm, with’ the ex r*ptlon O.E P‘“esmcn[. ‘Pompidous

“Both the Pre J.denL and I hopc you W111 find it: pos sible to
‘helps It would J11<'r(=a=s£= our alrea.r]y 1 arye debt of grabi-~
'.‘_.tude to you.

o

‘Warm vegards,

tmens
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SRR H_em'yfﬂk}_&.'."Kissinger._ L
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In the light of recent ‘events,_ it seems important to have a
reliable channel for communication between our two Governments,

If the Government of the Péc3ple's Republic of China desires
talks Fhat are strictly éonfidentﬁl, the President is ready to establish
such a chamnel directly to him for matters of the most extreme sensi~
tivity. Its purpose wc;uld be to -bring é.bout an improvement in US-
Chlnese relations fully recogn1z1ng differences ;n 1deology. On thc—a -
United States. mde, such-a channel would be known only to the President
and his As 51stant for National Secunty Affa.lrs, and would not be
reyealed to any othell foreign cou.nt-zjy; .ﬂ

If yéu are interested 1n pt};rsﬁihg_ this pri:jigi‘osa.i, 'initi‘al contact
- should be made with the bearer of thls commu;:nlcatlon, Major General

Vernon A. Wa.lters, the 1., S. Defense Atta.che in. Pa.I'J.S. . Dr. Henry
7 Klssmger, the Pre31dent's Ass1stant for Nat1ona.1 Securlty Affa:n.rs,
would be prepared to come to Pa:rls for’ dlrect ta,]ks on US Ch:mesle | E

*

'relatmns mth whomever rm.ght be des1gna.ted by the People s Repubhc .

-of Chma. to explore the su.b_]ect further.




