
Biographic Sketch 

~Qitlf) NAME: Genenl Chi (Jxooounce<l dtur) Haotian 
(668813!8513944), People's Libenlioo Army (PLA). 

!EI'H~ POSTriON: Minister of National Defense and State 
Councilor siDOC March !993; member, People's Republic of China 
CeoU3I Millwy Commission since Macdl 1993; Vice Ouirman of 
the ~Olit:uy Commission sino: Seplem~ 1995. 

"t@ollll")' SIGNIFICANCE: General a,; is a nalional-level le.1dcr with 
a major role in Conning and implementing Chinl'S ruilitacy policies 
base<! on his memberShip in the Milllary Commission, Beijing's top 
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military policymal:ing body. As Defense Minislet, he oormally is ~Ol'll) 1991 
the PLA's pctmary representative in ceremonies hosting foreign 
mlUt:uy delegations visiting China. More imponan(, UIC Defense 
Minister l:raditionllily representS China' s mititacy in Communist Party l'ol:eign Affairs Leading Oroup 
sessions, Beijing's 10p foreig,n·poucymaking body. 

(811 ft'l POIITTCS: A• Chief or the General SI3Jf, Gen<:rnl Chi steered the rnilit:lry through a dllfJCull 
period that included the 'Oananmen crisis and subseqllent political reindoclrinaUon prog,:am. He has 
been a loyal Supportct of Deng, Xlaoplag's plan for modernizln& ••d regularizinJl the PLA. He has 
e>.leliSive military experience as a political corruniss;u:. 

~liY Geoeral au is a mem~ of the Otinese CouunlltUst Party's Ceoual Committee. He was a 
represenoative co tile 911• and II th N•tional Party Congress<S an<J a mem~ or the 13th Central 
Colllmittee in 1987. In April 1988, tte was elcaed a member of China's Central Miliury Commission. 
In Se(J!ern~ 1995, he was named a Vice Chairman of the Military Commission. 

{e>'l~ ('.ARE:ER; 

1944 - Joined the milit.ru:y and assigned 10 U1e 8th Route Army. 
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General CHI Hooilan 

1947 • Junior officer in tlle l;ast Cldna Field Army and secretary • t baltaliOI\ headquartelS. 

? • Polilical instruaor of a company in the 3d Field 1\cmy. 

? · Participated ill the ~wu. Mengliaoggu, Jinan, Huai-Uai, Yangtsc Q·ossing, and 
Shangb2l carnpaigns. 

1950 • Participated in tl>e Korean wac as a deputy squad leader, a company rlcp<Jty (X)Iiticai 
lns1ruaoc, a political instructor, and a ball31ion poliliC31 ir>Structor. 

1955·58 • U]lOil retuming to China, became Oirwor of the Regimental Political Dcpmment of 0>: 
Chinese People's Volunteer~. 

1958-«l • Emolled at the N:anjlng General Ad•-ancoo Iolanuy Sdlool and tliCn.at the Nanjing 
1'.1ititacy Academy, gnduating in 1960. 

? • Assigned to the 27th Atmy. 

1973 · Named Beijing MlUtary_Reglon (MR) Oeputy Political Commissar. serving under then-
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Second Political Commissar Qin l iweJ (Cooner Oefeose Minister). 

ov~mbc:r, he became a Deputy Chlef of tl>e General Sraff 
tn.·i\lw serving under lhCn-Chicf or the Geaer.il Suff (COGS) Deog Xiaoping :and 
tlteU·ASSIStanl Chief of the GeueJ:al Staff Uu Huaqiilg. 

1980s • SeleciJed tO serve as Dire<:lor of the POlitical Departmen~ PLA Genetai S12ff 
Headquarters. probably between 1982 and 1985. When he gave up !tis DCOGS portfolio 
and if or when ile served oolely as Political Oer>artment Oircctor h uncleac 

1985 • ldentllied as PolitiC31 Commissar of the linao MR. 

1987 • Named COGS, November. 

1988 • After ranks were restored in Octobet, aw-.uded the rank or g<.neral. 

1992 • Reassigned as Defense Minister, November. 

1995 - Selected "" a Vice Chaim1an ortlu; Military Comm.ission, Sepocmber. 
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