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THE PRESIDENT'S VISIT TO 
TRE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CP.INA 

Over the past year, we have witnessed an improvement in u.s. ­
Ch~na relations. The recent visit to the United States by 

J.J:-F ,,,~y_ 
r.As ~ :il · 

Premier Zhao Ziyang and my return visit to China are in themselves 
strong indications that the relationship is moving forward in 
areas of mutual interest. ~le want my visit to continue this 
progress. C1l • ' 

Because of the importance of this relationship and the sensitive 
aspects of managing our relations with both the People's Repuelic 
of China and Taiwan, it is essential that our strate~ies and 
policies be coherent and that our actions be consistent ana 
mutually reinforcing. (~) 

Objectives 

In our relationship with China we seek: 

.-To promote a China that remains independent of the Soviet 
orbit. (~) 

-To encourage China's efforts to modify and liberalize its 
totalitarian system, introduce incentives and market forces in 
its economy, and continue eXpanding its ties with the major 
industrialized democracies. Cll 

-To help China modernize, on the grounds that a strong, 
secure and stable China can be an increasing force for peace, 
both in Asia and in the ~orld, if the two objectives above are 
realized. <Sl 

To achieve these overall objectives we shoul d emphasize the 
following themes during this very important visit: 

Political/Diplomatic Relationship 

First, on political/diplomatic issues we should aim: 

- To reaffirm our corr~.itment to regarc China as a friendly, 
non-alliec nation and to consolidate anc acvance our b~lateral 
re l ationshiF on that basis. (() 
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- To enhance Ch inese understand i ng of t~e Uniteo St a tes a!'ld 
car ry the message o f American fri e nd ship direc tly to the Chi nese 
people by fu~ther developirtg the rappor t be tween u .s . a nc Chinese 
l eaders, and by direct t a lks to the Chinese people, carried over 
Chinese television and r adio, as well a s in the press. <¢l 

- To reaffirm our i ntention to abi de by the various joi nt 
communiques we have signed with the Chine se , including the one of 
August 19.82 on arms sales. At the saroe time we should reconfirm 
our moral and legal commitment to maintain unofficial relatio ns 
with the people of Taiwan, including the continued sale of 
def ensive arms. We believe the ·resolution" of the Taiwan issue 
is a mat ter for the Chi nese peopl e to settle themselve~ a nd our 
only concern is that i t be done peaceful ly. A continued pe aceful 
a pproach by Bei j ing t o Taiwan i s fundamental t o our position on 
Ta iwan arms sales and to the whole &ramework o f our relations . 
(~) 

- To send a quiet signal to our friends in Asia, as welt as 
to the Soviets and o t hers , that U.S. -China t i es can prosper on a 
f ounda tion of realism and mutual interest. (Z) 

- To seek ways o f expanding and perhaps institutiona l izing 
regula.r U.S. - Chinese consulta tions anc coordi nation on issues 
"'her e our interes~s a.re s i milar o r pa.ra l lel (e. q . ; uSSR, Ko rea. , 
Af ghanistan, Rampuc.hea). (~) 

.- To expand the persona l involvement o f top Chinese leaders 
in the Sino-u.s . relationship. This effor t should be focused on 
those members of the Politburo Standing committee who have not 
yet visited (especially Hu Yaobang), the four Vice Premiers , and 
the heads of appropriate ministries and go vernment agencies. ttl 

Economi c/Trade/Scientif i c and Technoloqical/ Culturel Relationship 

Second , in this area ve s ho uld seek: 

- To articulate o~r readiness t o l end s upport to China' s 
amb i tious modernization e ffort, especially through our libera l i zed 
t echnology transfe r policy. (j ) 

- To make every effort between now and the e~6 of my vis it 
t o conclude an agreement of cooperation on the peaceful uses of · 
nuc l ear enerqy which meets our non-proliferation objectives and 
our legal r equirements . . (j) 

- To express our c i sappointment ove r 
abide by t he terms ot our bilatera l qrain 
our ex~ctation that t~e~ will henceforth 
tr.e ac; reement . <1 J 

the Chinese failure t 
agreement in 1983 ane 
abice by the t e rt:IS 

- To encourage t he Chinese to look beyonc i~eoiate proble~s 
i n some areas to the lonc;er-te::n, potential o f their econor:~ic 
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relationship with the U.S., and to assure them that ~1e vie., the 
re l ationship in this ·perspective. (~ 

- To attempt to create an atmosp!:"lere in which ~~e can conclude, 
on terms which provide for mutual. benefit, the various bilateral 
aqreements anci treaties stil l pendinq, especially a comprehensive 
bilateral investment agreement, and a rene"al of the ~~aritilne 
A~reement;. <i) · 

- To build on the substantial trade benefits that both 
countries have derived over the past few years. <1l 

- To work for the removal of u.s. legislative ·language ' / 
formulated in earlier years, lumping China together with the ,/; . 
USSR, which prohibits u.s. aasistanoe to China. While we have no ~; 
plans now for u.s. government aid or concessional loan programs, / \ 
the restriction is inconsistent with our present bilateral ~~ 
relationship. !f.l · 'c 

- To encourage the Chinese to look mainly to our private 
sector for development finance supplemented by u.s. government 
programs such as Export Import Bank, Overseas Private Investment 
corporation (OPIC} , and Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) • <1> 

- To promote greater industrial and commercial cooperation 
by urging the Chinese to expand the areas of cooperation under 
the ~ew Technologic~l and Industrial Cooperation Accord through 
the establishll>ent of protocols in specific industrial sectors, 
especially enerqy, transportation and telecommunications; anc by 
the announcement of a Presidential Trade Mission and several 
other major trade missions to China to take place over the next 
two years, sponsored by the ·u.s. Department of Commerce. <1l 

- To urge Ministerial- level talks in the area of energy 
cooperation, indicate o.s. willingness to strengthen our dialogue 
.:ith China on its energy planning efforts and provide technical 
advice. ( !Z'l 

- To dramatize our cooperation in Scientific and Technol oo;rical 
areas by offering the Chinese a program of cooperation in space 
research which would include the possibility. of a Chinese astronaut 
accompanying 2 Chinese experiment on 2 flight of a v .S. Space 
Shuttle. <I!J 

- To increase the already large student exchanqe progr2m, 
and to seek improved access for Amer i can scholars in China to 
research ma~erials, mere c:or:unensurate • .. dth that enj oyed by 
C" . " 1 . . u " ( "J .. 1nese sc •. o 2rs l.n tne · - . .,. 

- To encoura9e increaseG people-to-9eople excha~ges i~ the 
cultural area, including a t hletics and the arts. ((/') 
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Strategic/ Military Relations hip 

.... . d . 
- n~r , 1.n the area of stra~9ic and military relations, we shoulc 
s trive: 

- To explore possibilities !or raising the level of strate~id 
dialosue and expanding U.S.-PRC cooperation against t he common I 
threat pose<! by the USSR . l-Ie s hould discuss vith Chinese leaC.ers , 
Soviet military expansion in Asia, their likely future wea pons f• • 
development, Soviet efforts to expand their i nfluence throughout I 
the world, and arrns control matters. (_.il') ·-·-· -- To discuss the need to t ake 111easures ·in concert to enhance ~ 
prospects for s tabili ty on the J<orean peninsula. fie s houl d 
discuss with the Chinese our view o f the threat posed by North 
I<Orea, and discuss with them ways t o bring the North into bilateral 
talks ~:ith the Republic of Korea aimed at reducin<J tensions. (.~~- - . ( 

- To restate our determination to work together with them to 
upgrade certain defensive mil itary capabilities. Trans fer o¥ 
appr opr iate leve ls o f technology, c ivilian and military, consistent 
~o.•i th other strategic interests and international obl igations , i s 
necessary a nd desira~le in pursuit of this obj ective. ~) 

- To contin\le to expand the exchange o f military '\liP's and 
specialist delegations, incl1.l6e s etting a date for the visit to 
the u.s . of the Chinese Minister of Defense. <1) 

Our overall strategy should be t o develop our relationship by 
highlightin<J the areas o f agreement and potantial cooperat ion, 
~1hile mai.ntainin<J a firm but quiet stiUlce on issues involving our 
own principles anc commitments not subject t o compromise. (1) 
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