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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

P ARTICIPANTS: 

DATE A~D TIME: 
-" 

PLACE: 

Chairman Mao Tsctung 
Prime Min iste r Chou En-la.i 
Wang Hai-jung, Beputy Chief of Protocol 

of the Foreign Ministry 
't'a.ng Wen-sheng, Interpre ter 

P res ident Nixon . 
Henry A. ·Kis singer , Assistant to the Pres ident 

£or National Security Af!ai r s 
Wins ton Lord, National Security Council Staff 

(Note taker) 

Monda y, F ebruary 21, 197Z. 2:50-3:55 p.m. 

Chairman Mao's Residence, Peking 

(There Vo'ere opening greetings during which the Chairman 
welc omed P resident Nixon, and the P res ident expressed hi s great 
pleas =e a t meeting t he Chairm an, ) · 

President N i.xon: You rea d a great d eal. The P rime Min ister 
said that you read mor e than he does. 

Chairman Mao: Yesterda y in t ho airplane you put forwa r d a very 
difficult prob lem !or us . You said th.a t w!>at it is required to talk about 
are p hilosophic probl<.:ms . 

Pre$ldont Nixon: 1 said that because 1 have read the Chairman's 
poems and spcec hc•, and 1 kno w he was a pro!easia~>al philosopher. 
(Chinese laugh. ) 
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Chairman Mao: (looking a t Dr . Kissinger} He io a doctor o£ 
pb.ilo sophy? 

)?resident Nixon: He is a doctor of brains . 

Chairman Mao: What abou t a sl<ing hi m t o be the ma in ; pea kc r 
today? 

P resident Ni><on: He is an expcr~ in' p hilosophy. 

Or. Kis s inger: I used to assign the Chairman ' s ooollc c tive 
writings to my classes a t Ha rva rd. 

Chairman Mao: T hose writings o! mine aren' t anything. There i s 
nothing ins tr uc tive in wbat 1 wr ote . 

• 
(Looking towar d photographcu) Now they are trying to in terr upt 

our m o.eting, oUr o rde r here . 
A . 

Pre s ident Ni.xon: The Chairm.an1 s writings m oved a natio n a.nd 
h avo cha ng ed the world . 

Chairman Mao: I haven't been able to c hango it. I' ve only been 
able to change a few p lace s in the vicinity of P eking. 

Our common old friend , Genera lissim o Chi ang Ka i - s hek, d oesn't 
app r ove of t his. H e calls us communis t bandit s. He r e c ently i a sue d 
a speech. H a ve you s ecn it? 

President Nixon: C hill.ng Kai-shek c a lls the Ch air m a n a bandit • 
. What d oes the Chairman call Chi ang' Ka i-s hck ? 

Prim e Minister C h<>u: C e nc r ;\lly s peaking we call the m Chian{: 
Kai .. shc k' e clique, In the ncw·spapcra s otncti m e s we c 01 ll hi m a bL~.ndit ~ 
we a.rc als o called bandits in turn. An}'·way, we abus e c.a ch oth\: r. 

Chcd r rnnn Mao: .Actually, lho histor y ol o ur fri <;nds h ip \vith hinl 
i s m\ldt l t"J rtgt!: r thnn tlu; histor y of you r ( r iondshi.p with hin\. 
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President Nix.on: Yes , 1 know~ 

Chairman Mao: We t wo must not monopolh.e t he whole show. 

3 

It won't d o i ( we don' t let Dr. Ki s singer ha ve a say. You h ave bee n 
famous abo ut your trip s to China. 

Dr. Kissinger: It was th e President who set the direc tion a nd 
worke"d out the p lan. 

d 

President Nixon: He is a very wise ass'istant to s ay it that way. 
(Mao a nd C hou.J.a.ugb. ) 

Chairman Mao: He is p r ais ing y ou, sayin g y ou a re clever in 
doing so. 

P residen t Nixon: He doesn' t look like a s ecr et age nt. H e is the 
on ly mar. in c&ptivity who could go to Paris l Z tim es and P e king once 
and no one knew It, except possibly a c ouple of pret ty gi r ls. (Chou 
laughs.•) .... 

Dr. Klss;nger: T hey didn 't know it; I u sed it a s a cover. 

Chairman Ma o : ln Par is ? 

Pre s ident Nixon: Anyone who use s p r etty girls a s a cove r must be 
the greates t dipl omat o£ a ll t im e . · 

Chairman Mao: So your girls arc v¢r y often made usc o!? 

P Yo s ident Nixon: His _gi r l$, not mi ne. I t would ge t J;ne into 
great trouble if I used gir ls a s a cov.e r. 

Primo Mini slo T C hou: (laut;h s ) Especia lly during e lec tions . 
(Kis sin.gcr lau~hs.) Dr. I<is s ipgc r d oesn't run !.or Pre s ident because 
he w a sn•t born a citi ?.cn o f the U nited States. 

D r, l(its s ingnt·: Mi.s a Tang is elig ib le to be prcsjdcn t of the Uadh.• cl 
State s. 
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President NL~on: She would be the first woman President. There's 
our c andi d a te. 

Chairman Mao: It would bo v e ry dangerous if you have· such a 
=ndidate. But l et u s speak the truth. As !or the Demo cratic Party, 
i1 t hey c ome into o ffice aga.in, we c a nnot avoi d c ontacting the m. 

P r e oidcnt Nixon: We understand. 
you that problem. 

We ~yill hope tha t we d on' t give 
• 

' . Chairman Mao: Those ques tions are not questions to be discussed 
in my place. They should bo discussed wit h t he Premie r . I d i s c u s s the 
pbilosophica..l questions . That i s to say, I voted !or you during your 
election. Ther e is an American here c alled Mr. Fra.nk C oe, and h e 
.. .,.ote a n article precisely at the time when your country was in havoc, 
duri ng your la st electoraL campa ign. He s a id yon wer e going t o be 
dectc~. P r esident. I appr eciated that a rticle very much. But n ow he i s 
against the vis it. 

Pres ident Nixon : When th e Chairman says he voted for me, he v ote d 
Cor the lescc :r of two e , ·ils. 

Chairman Mao: I like rightists. P e o pl e s a y yo\1 o. r c rightists , 
that the Republican P a r ty is to tbe right, that P rime Minister Heath 
i s also t o the r ight. 

President Ni:<on: And General DeGa.ulle. 

Chairman Mao: DeGaullc i s " different q11ostion. They a lso s ny 
the Christi~n Democra tic Par ty of West Germany is a l s o to the righ t. 
I am comparati vely happy when t he s e people on th e r i gh t come into p owc> 

P resident Nixon: I think ! h e i m porta nt t hin g to n ote i s that i n 
Ame r ica. a t h:ast at this time, those on tbe richt can do what those 
on the left talk about. 

D r. I<i~~ingeT: T hcJ··c is anothe r paint, M r~ President. ·rtw&: c.: un 
the left ~r~ pr•1-Suvi"·l ~nH.I would not cn~·\l·ur..l ;!C a move toward the 
Pcop h" 's H·~puht i c, ilattl in (:..t·l c ri Lici.. ~o.· you on tho~c j.! rQ\lnd~ . 
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Chairma n Ma o: E><ac tly that, Some a rc opposing you. In our 
count ry also there is a r e actionary g r oup which is opposed t o our 
contact with you. The re s ult was that they got on a n a irpla n e and fled 
a b road . 

' 
P r ime Minister Chou: Ma ybe you k now this . 

Chairman Mao: Throughout the whol e \".orld , the U. s. inte lligenc e 
r eports a rc comparatively acc urate . The ntxt was Japan . A s for th e 
Sovie t Uni on, the y f inally went to dig out the corpses, but th oy didn't 
say a nything a bout it. · 

Prim e Minlst"r Chou: In Outer Mongolia • 

P r e s i dent Nixon: We had similar p roblem s recently in the crisis on 
India-P akis tan. ·The Am eri can l e ft c r iticized rne very heavily for 
failing t o side with India. Thio was fo r two rea s ons: the y we re p ro- lnd i: 
a nd th!<Y were p ro-Soviet. 

1 thought it wa s impor tant t o look at th e bigge r is sue. We could 
not let a country, no 'm atte r h ow b ig, gobble up its neighbor. It cost 
me ...... I don 't s ay thi s with oorrow because lt wa s right - - it cost 
me politically, but 1 think history will r ecord that i t was the right thing 
to d o. 

Chairman Ma o : As a suggest{on, m ay 1 s uggest that you do a 
little less brie fing? (The Pres ident point s a t Dr. Kis s inger and Chou 
laugh.:. ) Do you t hink it is good if you b rie! oth e r s o n what we talk a bout 
our philosophic discus sions here? 

Pre sident N ixon : T he Chairman can.b e sure tha t whateve r we discu 
or whatever l and the Prim e Ministe r dis c uss, noth ing goes beyond the 
room. T h:>.t i s the onl y way I '! have convers a t ions at t bc highest l evel. 

Chairman M:\o: That' s g o od. 

PTc~idcnt Nixon: For ex nn1ple , I hope to t alk wilh the Prin'c A.tiu i :, 
and lu lc •· wilh l:h~ Ch.nll'nlaJt a l>ottl l.~sucs l il(c T n iw;\J •, \'i(!tn:tcn :'lnd t-.:o l'· 

" 
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I also want to t a lk about -- and this is very sensiti ve -- the future 
of Japan, the future of the s11beontinent, and wbat lndia's ro le will 

6 

be; and on the broader world scene, the future o£ US-Soviet relations. 
Because only if we s ec the whole picture of the world and the great 
forces that m ove the world will we be able to m ake the r ight de cis ions 
about the lmmodiate and urgent problem• that always comp~ctcly 
dolili.nate our vision. · 

Chairman Mao: All those tro11blesome proble ms I don't want 
to get into ve ry much. I think your topic is beltcr -- philosophic ques tions. 

President Nixon: For examj,le, Mr .. Chair-man, it is interesting 
to note tbat mos t nations would approve of .this mee ting, but the Soviets 
disapprove, the Japaneso have doubts wbich they express, and the 
Indians disapprove. So we must ex.atnine why, and determine bow our 
policies should develop to deal with the whole world, as wcil a& the 
immediate problems such as Korea , Vietnam, and of cours e, Taiwan .. 

Chairman Mao: Yos , I agree. 

President Nixon: We, for oxamplct must ask oul's~lves --agai n in 
the con!i.11es o! this room-- why the S oviets have more forces on the 
border !acing you than on the border facing .West ern Europe. We must 
ask ourselves, what is the future o! Japan? Is it better - - here I know 
we have disagreements --is it better !or Japa n to be neutral, totally 
defenseless, or it is better !or a time for Japan to have sotne relations 
with the United States ? The p oint being -- I a m t alking now in the 
realm o! philosophy -- in international relations there aro no good choices. 
Olle thing is sure --we c an l eave no vacuums, because they can be filled. 
The Prime Ministc r, !or e xample, has pointe d out that the United States 
rea ches out i t s ha nds and that Ute Soviet Union reaches out its hands . 
The question is which d a nger tho Peop le' s R epubli c !aces, whether i t is 
the danger o! American aggression or Soviet aggression. These are> hard 
qucstjonr., .but we hav<: to discuss thctn. 

Chairman M.~o: At the present time , the que•tion' of asgrcs sion 
front the United Stat" ~ or aggrc u ion from C hin"' l• relative ly small; 
that is, it could l>c s"'id lhat tbio is not a 'major issue, because the 
present Gitu:ttion i s one tn which :t $\ l<lte o! w:tr docs nnt t•xi:o: t l>~t-..,•cen our 
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two countries~ You want to with<lr~w some of y our troops back on 
your s oil; ours do not go a b road. 

1 
' 

Therefore , the situation between our two countries is s.tr ange 
beca use dur ing the pas t ZZ y c,rs our idea s have never met jn talks . 
Now the time ls l e e s tha n 10 months since we bega n playin:; table 
tenn is; iC one count s the time since you put for w:>rd your s uggestion a t 
Wa rsaw it is less than b vo y ears. Our side also i :; bureauc ra tic in 
de aling with matters . For example, you w a.nted s ome exc han g e o~ 
pers o ns o n a perso nal level, thing s like that; also trade . Bu t rath e r 
than decid ing that w e stuck with our stand thi>t w ithout settling m ajor 
issues t he re is nothing to do with s maller issues. I myself pers isted 
in that position . Later on l s aw you wo re ri~bt, a l'ld we ptayed tab le 
tennis . T he P rime Ministe r s a id t hi s was a lso after P res ident NiJ<on . . 
came t o ofiic c . 

The fo rme r P r eside nt o£ Paki s tan introduced President Nixon t o 
us. At -that time, our Ambas s a dor in P akistan refused to agree on 
our having a eont:~ct w ith you. He said it should b e c ompared whethe r 
President JohnsO•• o r P r eside nt Nixon would be bettcT. But P ro.s idont 
Yahya said the tw<> men cannot b e c ompared , tha t these two m cl'l a rc · 
incomparable. He s a id tha t one WilS like a gangster - - he mean t 
Pre s ident Johnson. I d on ' t kn ow how he got that i mpression. We on 
our side we r e not ver y hap py with that P r esident eithe r. We we re not 
very happy wi th your for mer Prcsidel'lts , begmning !ronl Truman t hrough 
Johnson. W e w ore not ver y happy witb. these Pre s idents, T ruma n and 
Johnson. 

In between there were e ight years of a Republican President. D\1r inR 
that peri od p robabl y you hadn' t thou~ht things o ut oithor . 

. . 
Prime Ministor Chou: The main thin g was John F oste r Dulle s ' polic: 

Cha it· man Mao : He (Chouj als o discussed this· with Dr. Kissin:;<> r 
before . 
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Presiden t Ni~on : But th ey (gestur ing towards Prime Mini ster 
Chou and Dr. l<issingcr ) shook hands. (Chou laughs.) 

Chai r man Mao: Do y ou have anything to say, Doctor? 

Dr. Kissinger : Mr . Chairman, the ?'or ld _s ituation bas al so 
changed dramatically during that period. We 've had to learn a 

8 

great dca.l . We thought aU <SOcialist/communist states were the same 
' phenom<>non. We didn't understand until the' President came into ofiicc 

the different nature of revolutio~ in Chin~ a nd the way revoluti on had 
developed in ot her socialist s tates. 

Presid ent Nix on: Mr. Chairman, I am aware o! the {act that over 
a period of years my position with _regard to the People's Republi c 
was one that the Chai rman and P rime Miniu ter totally disagreed with. 
What brings us t ogether i s a ·recognition of a new sit uation in the world 
and a recognition on our part that what is important is not a nati on's 
intern~J political philosophy. What i s i mportant is its policy toward the 
rest o! tho world and toward us. That is why - • t his p oint I think e.a.o 
be. s aid to be honest -- wo have differences. Tho Prime Min is ter a nd 
D r. Kissinger discussed these d ificrences. 

It a lso should b e said -- looking a t the two great p owers, the 
United States and China - · we know China doesn' t threaten the territory 
o! the United States; I think you know the United Stntcs bas no territorial 
designs on China. We know China doesn't want to d ominate the United 
States . We believe yo u t oo realize the Unit ed States doesn't want to 
dominate the world. Also - - rn.a.ybe you don 't believe this , but! do-
neithe r China nor t he United States , both great nati ons, want to d ominate 
the world. Because our a ttitude,. arc the s a me on those two issues, 
we don't threaten e.ac h others' tcrritori e~;4 

Tberotorc, we ca.n lind cpmmon ground, despite our di f!crcn<:os , to 
build a world structur e in which both can b e sa!e to d<>vclup in our O\lrD 

wny s on our own roads . That cannot be sa.id about soJno othe r nations 
ill the world. 

Cha.ir nta.n Ma.u: Neithe r do we. Lh rcatcl\ Jil..p.Cu\ Ol' S outh 1\:o r-.;a, 
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President Ni:<on: Nor any country. Nor do we. 

Chairm"-n Mao: (Chocking t he time with Chou) Do you think 
we h a ve c overed enough today? 

. 
Presiden t Nixon: Yes .. l would like to s ay as we Ci nish, 

Mr. Chair m a n , we k.-,ow you a nd the P rime Minister have t ak en 
great risks i n inviting u s here. For us also ,it w as a di!ficult decision . . ' Dut h aving read some o! the Chai rma n 's statements , I know he is.one 
who sees when an opp ort unity come&, that you m ust seize ihC! h our and 
adze the day. 

I would also like to say in a per sonal s e nse -- and ihis t o you 
Mr. Prirne Minis ter -· you do not know me. Since you do not know m.c , 
you shouldn't t r ust me. You will !ind I never say s omething I c a nnot do. 
And 1 always will do m ore thaO: I can say. On this basis I want to have 
!rank talks with the Chairman and, o £ course , with the Pr ime Ministe r . _. 

-· Chai rm a n Mao: (Poi nting lo Dr. Kiss incer} "Seize the hour and 
s eize the d ay. " I think that, generally speaking,. people like me sound 
a lot of big cannons. {Chou laughs) Tha.t i s , things like " the whole 
wor ld s hould unite a nd de feat imperia lism, revisionism, , and a ll 
reactionaries , and establish s ocialism . 11 

President Nixo n: Like m e. And bandito . 

C ha irman Mao: But perhaps y ou a s a n Indi vidual rnay not be aman(i 
those to be ove rthrown. They s a y that he (Dr. Ki s singer) is also among 
those not t o be ove r thrown personally. And i1 all of you are ovc r tln·own 
we wouldn ' t have any more f r i ends left. 

P r cnidcnt Nixon: Mr . Chairman, the Chairrilan's li£c is well-kno wn 
to all o! u s . He came !ro m a _vory poo r family to t he t op of the most 
populous n ation in t he world, a g rc;>.t nation . 

My b"-cl<-g round is not f' O walt l<:nOW)'I . I :1lc;o c;:u11c !ron'\~ very po(lr 
family. nnd t.O) tloc top o( " very Cl'Cat nation. History h as brou~;ht u • 
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together. The question is whether we, with dif{crcnt philosophies, 
but both with feet on the ground, and having come £rom the pe oplc , 
can ma.ke a b;ea.kthrough that will serve n ot just China and America , 
but the whole world in the years ahead . And tltat is why we: are here. 

' 
Cbai-J:man Mao: Your book, uThc Six Crises, 11 is not a bad book . 

President Nixon; He (Mao) reads too m~ch; . 
Chairm:>.n Mao : Too little. 1 don't know much about the United 

States. I must a s k you to send some teachers here, mainly teachers 
of histo;y and geogr aphy. · 

President Nixon : That' • good, t he best. 
/ 

Chairman Mao: That' s what I s a id t o Mr . E dga r Snow, the 
correspondent who passed away a few days ago . , . 

... -: 
President Ni~ That was very sad. 

Chairman Mao; Yes , indeed. 

. ·: ... • 

It is alright to t a.lk well and also alright if there are no a greements, 
because what use is there if we stand in deadlock? Why is it that we 
must be able t o reach results ? People will say .•• if we fa il the first 
time, then people w i ll t alk why a r e we not a b le to succc..-d the first time? 
The only reason wou ld he tha t we have taken the wrong road. What will 
th.ey say i£ w~ succeed the second time? 

(There were then some closiag pleasa ntries . The Chairman so.lcl 
he was not well. President l'ixon responded that he looked goo<l. The 
Chairman said that appearances were d~cciving. After handshakes and 
more pictures, Prime Minister Chou then c s cortc<l the President out o£ 
the residence. ) 
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