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6 August 1945, -

HERMORANDUM TO THE CHIEF OF STAFF

The gun type bomb was ready at Tinian on 31 July swalting - T \
the first favorsble weather. The daily 24 hour advance forecusts R
kept indicating wnsatisfactory conditions until 3 August when there =
. was & prediction of possible good weather over the targets for 4 S
. dugust at 22002 (5 Angust 0700 Tinian or 4 August 1800 EWT). Later Y\\\
o predistions dslayed this a day. A% 6 August 0415%Z General Lebay. ... = o
finalized the take~off %time, finel assembly of the bomb proceaded W'
and take-off sctually occurred on schedule ut 16457 5 August, Two Y
B~29's with recording instruments and spacial scientific observers ) :{\
accompenied the vital plane. The anticipated westher over the . A

targets was not certain to be good but only fair.

One hour prior to the bomb take-off, three B-29's were .g“*
dispatched for final weather check observations over three of the +
desigmated targetss—Reports + ats do-not indicabe-which three—- . .
were observed, : \}3

Arrangements were made for the vital plane to stage at Iwo (_‘3:;3 %
Jima to awalt more favoreble westher if Lhat should be deemed desir- 2
able. A spare B-29 was dispatched to that point for use as & replace= ki""
ment if that should be necessary. 4

4 1%

The target used was Hiroshima, the one reserved target where kS
there was no indication of any PO Camp . “3‘:

uf

The following flash report from the vibal plane by Captain N
Parsons, USN, my chief ordnance expert, was received at Tinian after & ~
the attack and relayed to Washington: "Results clemrcut, successful S ‘

o
in all respects. Visible effects greather than New Mexico test,

Conditions normal in airplane following delivery." The plane also &&‘Jj
radioed "Target at Hiroshima attacked visually 1/10th cloud a% Q\iy '

052815Z. No fighters and no flak." | 0 0S L %&P o paeds
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Hleno To The Chiof of Staff 6 August 1945.

After return of the vital aireraft %o base, the message -
below was sent from Tinien at 0646Z2 6 August and received in
washington at 08462 (4:45 EWT): “Mollowing additional information
furnished by Parsons, orews, and observers on return to Tinian at
0605002, Report delayed until informution could be assembled at R
interrogation of crews' and observers, Pfresent at interrogation %

* were Spaatz, Giles, Twining, ond Davies. : i

"Confirmed neither fighter or flak attamck end one tenth cloud
cover with large open hole directly over target. High speed camersa 7
reports excellent record obtuined. Other observing aircraft also .
anticipates good records although films nok yet processed. Recon-
naisanco‘aircrafﬁ taking post-strike photographs have not vet re-
turnea, i

"Sound ~ Not appreciubly observed.

" "Flagh - ot so blinding as New iexico test because of bright
sunlight., First there was a ball of fire changing in a few seconds
; to purple clouds and flames boiling and swirling upward., Flash ob-
i . " served just after sirplane rolled out of turn, 41l agreed 1lisht
P was intensely bripht and white oloud rose faster than New MHexico test
reuching thirty thousand feet in three minutes it was one-third
greater diameter. It mushroomed at the top, broke away from columm :
end the column mushroomed aguin. Cloud was most turbulent, It went -
"‘“““‘——“ﬁ“at“iaast‘tUj&nﬂ@fthbusand“feett"‘Fiattening—across“i%s~%ep-&t~this—_—vgn—u—_—.-n
level, 1t was observed from combat airplane three hindred sixty- '
three nautical miles away with airplane at twenty-five thousand fest.
Gbservation was then limited by huze and not curvature off the earth.

LRI,

"Blast ~ There were two distinoct shocks felt in combat airplane
similar in intensity of close flak bursts. Entire city except outer-
most ends of dock arsas wrs covered with a darlk grey dust layer
which Joined the cloud column. It was extremely turbulent with
flashes of Ffire visible in the dust., kstimated diameter of this dust
layer is at least three miles. One observer stuted it looked as -
though whole town was being torn apart with columns of dust rising
out of valleys upproaching the town. Due to dust visual observation
of structural damage could not be made,

"Parsons and other observerg felt this strike was tremendous
and uwesome even in comparison with New Mexico test.” 1lis effects
mey be attributed by the Jupanese to huge meteor."
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Hemo To The Chief of Staff o 6 August 1945,

The opsrational plan provided for three photo planes to
cover the target four hours aftcr the drop. HNo report has yet
been received from these. .

As of 10202-, August, G-2 WDGS has not received through
FCC or OWI radio inbercepts any Japanese broadeasts of exceptional
significance.

, ) L. R. GROVES,
‘ Major General, USA,
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