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Structure and Syllabus of Tagalog Classes
Written and Conducted by Mrs. Wilma Gonzales Buenaobra

Structure—My Game Plan

20-30 minutes of lecture

20-30 minutes of: Q and A; lecture discussion; and/or reading practice
40 minutes of Tagalog conversation (based on handouts and/or homework) in small groups 
Recommended materials:
Tagalog/English dictionary

Sources of handouts: Everyday Tagalog (Conversational Pilipino) by Rufino Alejandro

Lessons in Basic Tagalog for Foreigners and Non-Tagalogs by Paraluman Aspillera

NB: If students can buy the above 2 books, it would be good.

Syllabus—
Meeting 1: September 16
· Brief introduction
· Your Game Plan  
· History and Evolution of the Philippine language; Origin and Background of Other Philippine dialects; Spoken vs. Written Tagalog
· Bayang Magiliw (Philippine National Anthem) and Jose Protacio Rizal Mercado, the Philippines’ George Washington
· “Meron Po Akong Tanong;” “Pwede Po Bang Magtanong;” May Itatanong Po Ako”

· Open discussion

· Reading practice: Bayang Magiliw and Jose Protacio Rizal Mercado 
Meeting 2: September 23
· The Pilipino/Tagalog Alphabet, Numbers, and Its Enunciation

· Some Language Nuances: body language, indirect/direct expressions

· Tips on Building Your Tagalog Vocabulary
·  Language learning pitfalls

· “Po” and “Ho” “Opo” and “Oho” other expressions of respect
· Meeting and Greeting People—First and Foremost: Respect
· Open discussion
· Reading review: Bayang Magiliw; the alphabet and numbers
· Reading practice on handout:  Meeting and Greeting People
· Initial group conversation on Meeting and Greeting People
Meeting 3: September 30
· Tagalog in the city and in the province/country; regional nuances
· Formal, Informal, and Colloquial Tagalog 
· Directions: Asking for, listening to, clarifying, and following directions
· Open discussion
· Reading practice: Asking, listening, clarifying, and following directions
· Group conversation: Meeting and Greeting People and Asking for, clarifying, and following directions
Meeting 4: October 14
· Buying and Bargaining in the Philippines (city, province; department store; market; supermarket)
·  “Pabili nga Po” at (and) “Patawad Po Naman”
· Open discussion

· Reading review: Asking, listening, clarifying, and following directions

· Group conversation: “Pabili nga Po” at “Patawad Po Naman”
Meeting 5: October 21
· Interrogatives

· Asking and Answering Questions

· Understanding Common Expressions

· Open discussion
· Reading practice: Asking and Answering Questions and Common Expressions
Meeting 6: October 28
· At Home: Daily Morning Activities
· Open discussion
· Reading review: Asking and Answering Questions and Common Expressions
· Reading practice on: Daily Morning Activities
· Group conversation: Daily morning activities using Asking, Answering, and Common expressions
Meeting 7: November 11
· At Home: Lunch and Dinner Activities
· Open discussion
· Reading review: Daily Morning Activities
· Reading practice on: Lunch and Dinner Activities at Home
Meeting 8: November 18
· At Home: Answering the Telephone and the Door
· Open discussion
· Reading practice on: Answering the Telephone and the Door

· Group conversation: Lunch and/or Dinner Activities at Home
Meeting 9:  Student Project 1: December 9
November 25 (Thanksgiving: No Class) 

· Create the scene: Conversation outside the home: Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner 

· Group Conversation

Meeting 10: December 16
· The Matter of Gender

· Superstitions, Legends, and Folklore

· Review: Answering the Telephone and the Door
· Reading practice: Asking, listening, clarifying, and following directions
· Discussion/critique of Student Project 1

· Students: Create a group conversation using all of the above: asking, listening, clarifying directions

Christmas break
Meeting 12: January 13
· Student Project 2: Creating Small Talk in Tagalog

· Group conversation practice using everything that has been studied thus far, including numbers, asking, buying, bargaining, etc. Clue: Start from night before, early morning, leaving the house, so on...
Meeting 13: January 20
· Creating Small Talk in Tagalog (continuation)

· Group conversation practice using everything that has been studied thus far, including numbers, asking, buying, bargaining, etc.
Meeting 14: January 27
· Student Project 1: Creating Small Talk in Tagalog (continuation)

· Discussion/Critique of Project 2
Meeting 15: February 10
· The order of sentences; what works best and why

· Verbs and its conjugation

· Discussion of student Project 3: Creating new Tagalog sentences based on Order of sentences, verbs, and conjugation
· Students form groups and agree on topics

Meeting 16: February 17

· Conversation group practice: student Project 3 as above.

Meeting 17: February 24

· Conversation group practice: student Project 3 as above.

· Critique of Project 3

Meeting 18: March 10 (tentatively end of classes)
Tagalog Movie and discussion thereafter

