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Terrorism: Usama Bin Ladin Trying to Develop WMD Capability?

Sumsnary

l ngents of Usama Bin Ladin purchased a -
container of uranium

| | bogus nuclear material|

efforts by Bin Ladin suggests he.is taking steps to develop the capability fo
use weapons of mass destruction (WMD)—possibly involving chemical
agents and biological toxins as well as nuclear material~for terrorist
_operations, or may plan to give these substances to supporters.

CTCH 97-30002




C05373665

TOP SE ‘ S

- Pursning WMD?|

ffort by Bin Ladin's agents in 1994 to purchase uranium: .

in a metallic cylinder

bogus weapons-grade nuclear material
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jnfonnat:ou from the past several years tying Bin
Ladin to other efforts to acquire WMD capabilities: -

was exploring

. the possibility of mounting operations with WMD.

To What End?l:l
Bin Ladin's stated

intention to undertake hostile acts against the US presence in the Persian Gulf region--
based as it is on an iniplacable antipathy toward the Umted States--could be abetted
strongly by access to WMD material.

¢ In public statements made in late November, Bin Ladin wamed that
"qualitative operations" would be necessary to pursue "areal battle between
" _ the Islamic Nation and US forces." We do not know exactly what Bin Ladin
" might be threatening or how serious he is.about following threats with action.

targeting US interests in the Persian Gulf.
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Subject: Terrorism: Usama Bin Ladin Trying to Develop WMD Capability?

Distribution:
External .
Department of State

1 - Eric J. Boswell, Assistant Secretary of State, Diplomatic Security
-Erc /. Soswe pant Secre ate, DIplo ;

-

T -Robert J, Einhorn, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Nonproliferation,

1 - Toby T. Gati, Assistant Secretary of State for Intelligence and Research

1 - Arthur H, Hughes, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Near Eastern Affairs

- Dalr{ﬁel C. I}furtzer, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Intelligence and
* - Resear¢ ) :
1-Amb, E. Gibson Lanpher, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for South Asian

I - Robert Pellcireau, Assistant Secretary of State Tor Near Easten ALairs
1 - Robin Raphel, Assistant Secretary of State for South Asian Affairs

1 - Peter Tarnoff, Under Secretary for Political Affairs

—1-Toni G. Verstandig, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Near Eastern Aifairs

i - C. David Welch. Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Tlear Eastern Affairs

=
T - Amb. Philip C. Wilcox, Jr., Coordinator for Counterterronism
1 - Timothy E. Wirth, Under Secretary for Global Affairs
National Security Council - .
1 - R. Rand Beers, Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director for
Intelligence Programs . o
1 - Samuel R. Berger, Deputy Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs
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1 - Richard A. Clarke, Special Assistant tothe Presrdent and Senior Director for
ﬂtmatmnal Affairs

1 - Steven Grummon, Director for Near East and South Asian Affairs
- ifer and Ex ntrols

chard LeBaron, Director, INear East and Sou ian Alfalrs

| Mark Parris, Special Assxstant to the President -and Senior Director for Near
East and South Asian Affairs :

1 - Gary Samore, Special Assistant to the President and Senior Dlrector for
Nonprohferatlon and Export Controls

" 1 - Steven Simon, Director of Counterterrorism

1 - Nancy E. Soderberg, Deputy Assistant to the President for National Security

Affairs
ow
T - Leon Fuerih, Assistant to the Vice Fresident 1or Naﬁoﬁm_—ecunt(y Affairs
* Department of Defense J

I - MajGen John P, Uasciang, Assisian
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1 - BGen. James Conway, Deputy Director of 0perattons for Combating Terrorism,
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1-H Kﬂnef:ln Holmes, Assistant Secrefary, Special Operations and Low Intensity
Conflict ~ -
irector, Defense Intelligence Agency

1 - MG James C. King, Director J-2, Joint Staff Intelligence
1 - Gen, Charles C. Krulak, Commandant of the Marine Corps
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. 1 -
1 - Bruce Riedel, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Near Eastern and South Asian
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1 - Walter Sfocombe, Under Secretary of Defense for PoliCy
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1 - Mitchell B. Wallerstein, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for
____ Counternroliferation : . :

1 -John O'Neill
National Security Agency

Department of Energy

Dép of Justice.

artment of the Transportation

epariment of Treasury

f ederal Aviation Administration.
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