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Leonid A. Brezhnev, and the United Nations (UN) Security Council, Egypt,

and Israel agreed to g UN.resolution calling for a ceasefire in place

‘on 22 October 1973.

(U)  ‘“he Egyptian-Israeli disengagement pact signed on 18 January
1974 was a more positive step towargd achieving stability in this world
trouble spot. Resulting Primarily from the mediation efforts of Secre-~
tary Kissinger, the disengagement pact, in brief, required Israeli forces
to abandon their bridgehead on the western banks of the Suez Canal and
to withdraw their forces to a 7-1/2 mile zone 1k to 20 miles east of
the canal and west of the Gidi and Mitla ?asses.. Concurrently, Egyptian
forces were to remain on the east bank in a five 'to 7-1/2 mile zone,

(U) Fighting of varying severity continued between Israel and
Syria until May 197k. Ihtensified hostilities broke out betweén the
Israelis and Syrians in March 19Tk along the Golan Heights. On 31 May
197k, howeVer,‘af£e£h32,days of shuttle diplomacy by Kissinger, Israel.
and Syria agreed formall& to terminatelthe fighting on the Colan Heights.
This was the first armistice between the two countries since Israel's
1948 war for independence. In signing the agreement, Israel consented
to give up Syrian territory captured during the October 1973 war, plus
a strip on the Golan Heights taken during the "seven-day" war in 1967.

U(B) As a result of the crisis, national intelligence users at the
highest levels of government requirzd high resolution photography of ‘
the Middle East for two reasons. First, the United‘States wanted to
determine if and to what degree the Soviet Union was supplying §nd :

'resupplying the Arabs, a condition that threatened to lead to a

third world war. Second, in its continuing efforts to Promote peace,

it needed photo infelligence after the signing of the'disengagement

" pacts to insure that all parties vere complying with the terms- of the

agreements. In satisfaction of these requirements, first the SR-T1
and then the U-2R played important roles.
GIANT REACH/BUSY PILOT

(4 (’%) For much of FY T4, the Middle East was an area in which most

reconnaissance aircraft could not fly without risk of destruction
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by surface-to-air missiles., This environment precluded the operation

of the vulnerable U-2 and 6actical reconnaissance aircraft. The unmanned
drone could fly in heavily dcfcided areas, but considefable advancéd
varning was needed before drones and their supporting assets could be
deployed to a Mediterranean operating location. i -

U (‘f) When the Arab-Israeli war broke out, Headquarters SAC had

already prescribed guidelines for the SR-T1l to operate in this high-

. threat area under the nickname GIANT REACH. This pian required the

SR-T1 to launch from Beale AFB, California, and then recover at RAF
Mildenhall, United Kingdom, where it would remain for additional
flights.35 Regretfably, this pattern of operations could not be
carried out in FY Thk. Throughout the year, political objections by
the British end Turkish governments prevented the SR-T1 launching from

the United Kingdom or its supporting tankers from refueling the mission :

aircraft directly from Inéirlik AB, Turkey, where the SR~-T1's special

JP~T fuel was stofed.36 -

. LA‘("% These circumstances~and the urgent need for Middle East
photo ihtelligence called for a reconnaissance aircraft that could
launch and recover from a base in the continental United States (CONUS).
Only the SR-T1 flying at Mach [ | 7
L. :] and possessing a'réfuéling caﬁability could take'off from thé
Unite@ States, cover a target area nearly 6,000<nauti€él hdles sway ,
and then recover at its original CONUS base, _

(j(‘yﬂ In October 1973, the SR-71 Advanced Systéms Program Office‘:
(ASPO) at Norton AFB, California, was preparing to test SR~T1 antenna
radiation patterns from Griffiss AFB, New York. Some SR-T1 equipment
was already in place there. Because of this and due to Griffiss' geo-
graphical location, Headquarters SAC decided that Griffiss was the besﬁ
place from which to‘conguct GIANT REACH missions roun&-robin to the
Middle East. On 11 October 1973,.the JCs directed SAC to deploy
two SR~7ls,* eqﬁiﬁment, and necessary support personnel (aﬁout

® (ﬁ) One of the SR-7ls was used as a spare for each operational sortie.
(4 - In the event the mission aireraft had to abort, the spare could
teke over the mission. It sometimes launched after the primary
aircraft, usually sbout one hour after the mission aircraft took
off.  On other occasions the spare aircraft did not launch.

. UNCLASSIFIED

P




Bew-SECRET—

75 officers, airmen, and civilians) to Griffiss and await instructions
to fly SR-Tl photo-reconnaissance operations in the Middle East.37
To provide the nccessary refueling support, Headguarters SAC simal.
taneously deployed 12 KC-135Q tankers, all assigned to the hS6ih biw
at Beale AFB, to four locations. Three went to Griffiss, while [lour
and five KC-135Qs were sent respectively to SAC's tanker task forces
at Goose AB, Labradbr, and Torrejon AB, Spain. They supplemented
KC-135Qs already assigned to the Goose and Torrejon tanker organiza-
tions.38 :

(4(.?) The JCS directed Headquarters SAC to executé‘the first GIANT

REACH photo-reconnaissance mission on 13 October 1973.39

Targets desig-
nated for priority coverage were airfields in Egypt, Syria, Israel, and
the Golan Heights region of Syria.ho The mission éircraft launched
from Griffiss at 0600Z and recovered at 1713%Z on the same day. Total
airborne time was 11 hours, 13 minutes.ul This exceeded the longest
BR-T1 sortie to date, one of 10 hours, 30 minutes condgctgd on 26 Anril
1971 to confirm the design limitations of the SR-T1 in duration and
distance.hg bTime over the Middle East target area was 37 minutes
(11022 to 1139Z) and 90 percent of the intended targets were success-
fully covered.h3 Lt Col J. H. Shelton, Jr. (pilot) and Lt Col G. L.
Coleman (reconnaissance systems officer) made up the crew on the first
mis;sion.hh C

L{ ('F) The 13 October mission required six aerial refuelings (two
tankers each) in the following areas: (1) Gulf of St. Lawrence {(0ld
Barge EJ); (2) off the coast of Portugal (Rota E.); (3) south of Crete
(Crete E.); (U4) soutn of Crete (Crete W.); (5) off the coast of Portugal

(Rota W.); and (6) Guif of St. Lawrence (0l1d Barge W.). Fourteen

?KC~135QS flew in support of this mission: four from Goose AB, two i{rom
‘ 4

Griffiss, and eignt from Torrejon. 2

u( ) 1wo of the Goose tankers recovered directly at Loring AID,

Maine, while the two KC-135Qs that had actually refueled the mission

aircraft over the Gull of St. Lawrence on the first leg flew directly
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to Little Rock AFB* to pickup additional JP-T before flying to
Loring for further staging. One of the Griffiss tankers went to
Lilide Pock after refueling the SR-T1 on the 014 Barge W. track and
took on JP-7 before recovering at Griffiss. Although'political sen-
sitivity prevented the tankers launching from Incirlik in support of
~the GIANT REACH mission, they could recover at Incirlik after refuel.~
ing the SR-Tl. Thus, six of the Torrejon-based tankers flew to Ineirlik
after refueling the SE-~T71, onloaded JP-7, and returned to Torrejon.h6

Ll('é) SAC conducted nine GIANT REACH/BUSY PILOT missions duribg
FY Th. The first four launched from Griffiss AFB, New York, and the-
remainder flew from Seymour Johnson:AFB, North Carolina (all nine
sorties are summarized in Table 3 on following page). The Strategic
Reconnaissance Center varied the tracks and time over fargets for each
mission so that the~Middle East combatants' radars would be unable
to detect any predictable pattern of operations.h7 On all missions
the SR-T1 took off either very late al night or guite early in the
morning in order to reach the Middle last at a {ime when sun angles
‘were the best for collecting high resolution, aerial photography.u8

\4 (té) Targets on the nine sorties were basically the same although
priorities varied. The major countries of interest were always Egypt,
Israel, and Syria. Since ilc Middle East was a relaﬁ@ve}y small target
area for .the SR~Tl to cover, it cowld not help collecting some photog-
raphy of Lebanon, Iraq, and Jordan when ﬁegotiating turns. Time over
target varied from a low of 29 minutes on the 7 March 197k sortie to
a high of 82 minutes on the 6 April 197k mission.hg

({( ﬁ) The SR-T1 photography provided valuable information about
the type, disposition, and quantities of miiitaxy supplies furnished
the Egyptians and Syrians by the Soviet Union. Highest priority
objectivks on all missions included the areas along either side of

the Suez Canal, the Golan Heights region between Israel and Syrisa,

B —— T ES———

*C/g!) In the United States JP-7 was stored only at Beale, Castle,
Edwards, and Little Rock AFBs and at Lockheed Aircraft Corpora-
tion's facility at Palmdale, California. Little Rock was the

JP-T storage 'area neﬁ@s{f&gﬂfp@ss
D SR
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‘~Inc1r11k the size of the tanker force orlginaliy specified by Head—

surface-to-air missile sites, and Egyptian, Syrian, énd Israeli ports
and airfields.?l After the disengagement pacts were signed in January
197k, photography was concentrated on the Egyptian-Israeli lines on
either side of the Suey Canal Lo determine if cach side vas living up
to the agreement. Following disengagement both countriea consented |
to the year's remaining GIANT REACH/BUSY PILOT missions, and they
received copies of the photography.sg .

U (S~SENIOR CROWM) The SR-TL carried five camera systems on these
overflights. The terrain objective camera (TPO() Lvo operational objec—
tive cameras (00C), and the optical bar camera (OBC) mounted in the. nose’
section, collected broad area photography, vhile the technlcal objective
camera (TEOC) was programmed prior to flight to photograph Sp&lelC targets
at designated locatlons.SB_ The OBC was a stereo-capable, panoramic

camera with an optimum resolution[: Tt was the pri-

mary sensor used on the GIANT REACH/BUSY PILOT 111.1583.«:3113.5,’t Stnce this

camera was designed for broad area coverage, ‘the number of bonue targets
photographed always exceeded the number of targets programmed for pin-

- point coverage by the technical objective camera,. 25

U (%) That each of the SR~T1 round-robin flights to the Middle East
reguired five or six mid-air refuelings was one of the most significant
aspects of the entire operation. Providing support from several loca—
tions, two KD-135QS offﬂoaded JP-T at cach refueling, s prooedure
vhich placed an immense stress on the SR-T1 pilot who had to descend
from supersonic altitude to about 30,000 feet to hookup w1th the tankers.‘
Since one or two spares, either. -flying or on strlp alert, always backed

up the two tankers actually refuellng the SR-T1, usually. about 16

KC-135Qs vere needed to support each Mlddle East sort1e.56

U (bé) Because operations had to be conducted round-rcbin from the
United States and because of restrictions on tanker operations from

quarters SAC nearly doubled. T Additionally, the need to move JP-T

from storage at Inecirlik and Little Rock to the bases whgré the Qs ‘
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operated required extensive ferryihg Operations. During each mission,
several offloading tankers proceeded to the storage areas and took on
JP-T before returning to their home operating bases either in the
United States or at Porrejori. Sometimes the tankers deployed to these
sites from their operating bases solely for the purposeyof picking up
JP-T. 1In the course of the nine GIANT REACH/BUSY PILOT missions con-
ducted during FY Tk, KC-135s operated at various times from Goose,
Loring, Griffiss, Seymour Johnson, and alwéys from Torrejon, the launch
site for SR-T1 refuelings in the Mediﬁérranean and Fastern Atlantic areas.58
L}(‘#) Political repercussions after the first mission resulted in
an alteration of refueling tracks for the second flight, conducted on
25 October 1973. During the initial mission, the Spanish Air Defense
Radar had detected the Torrejon-based KC—135QS refueling the SR-T1l off
/the Portuguese coast. After the Spanish government'profested this to
the American Emb;ss; in Madrid, the east and westbound GIANT REACH
AtlanticArefueling tracks were redrawn’so that the second and fifth
refueling legs would take place beyond the range of the Spanish radars.59
. To replace the Portuguese coastal tracks, Rota East and Rota West,
the Strategic Reconnaissance Center developed new refueling tracks off
the coast of the Azores and renamed then Lajes East and Lajes West..
Both had a common air refueling control point (ARCP) of L0S0N and
215510 _ o
L{'ﬁ) In expectation that the Soviet Union might deploy personnel
and materiel to the Arabs, priority 1 objectives on the second GIANT
REACH mission, flown on-25 October 1973, were the. port facilities at
Latakia and Tartus in Syria and Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.
Since Egypt and Israel had signed a ceasefire agreement on 22 QOctober
1973, another purpose of this mission was to determine the extent of
the Israeli thrust across the canal and to confirm the precise loca-
tion of the Israeli, Egyptian, and Syrian fronts. To do this, the
SR-71 was fequired to photograph an area 20 NM west and 10 NM east

of the Suez Canal.6l
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C«?&) Sixteen airborne KC-135Q tankers supported the second
GIANT REACH mission for which the total mission time of 11 hours, 13
minutes was identical to the first sortie. With four tankers now
deployed to Loring, the first and last refueling legs were moved
from the Gulf of St. Lawrence to an area south of Nova Scotia. Six
refuelings were accomplished in the following areas: (1) south of
Nova Scotia (Busy Ralph E.); (2) north of the Azores (Lajes E.); (3)
south of Crete (Crete E.); (4) south of Crete (Crete W.); (5) north
-of the Azores (Lajes W.); and (6) south of Nova Scotia (Busy Ralph
w..)’ée

Lj('é) Although the Joint Chiefs of Staff had directed SAC to
conduct the third GIANT REACH mission on 2 November 1973, poor weather
in the target ares caused it to be postponed for two days.63 The
third GIANT REACH sortie, flown on b November 1973, was noteworthy‘L
because it exceeded by nine minutes the longest SR-T1 flights ever
condqcﬁed, these being the first two GIANT REACH missions of 13 angd
25 October 1973.6h ’ '

(j(‘é) Toﬁal time for the'h November sortie was 11 hours, 22

\\minutes and, at the end of FY T4, this was still the longest SR-T1

[
flight on record.6) National intelligence users required somewhat

.

different coverage on this mission. In addition to photography of

the Suez Canal, Port Szid, and the Golan Heights, thn“Syfian ports

of Lataki'a and Tartus, the Cairo International Airfield, and the

port of Alexandria were designated priority 1 items, again in expec-
tation that the Soviets were\deploying men and materiel to Egypt after
the ceasefire. An additional high priority objective was the Tura

cave facilities near Cairo, believed to contain Soviet SCUD B trans-
{portable missiles. ' '

Lﬂ‘$) By November 1973, the advent of wintgr at Griffiss threatened

to complicate SRm?l operations from this SAC-owned base in upstate

New York.67 Although it-could operate in virtually any temperature

when airborne, the SR~T1's petroleum and lubricants became solig
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