SUMMARY OF JOSE PADILLA'S ACTIVITIES WITH AL QAEDA'

On June 9, 2002, the President dexignuted Jose Padilla as an enemy combatant and
directed that bs be transferred to the contro!l of the Dopartipenit of Dafense. At that time, the
fallowing intelligence hud bern developed wnd made available in undleagified form:

Jose Padills hay been 1dentified 28 an individus) who discusscd with
senjor Usema Bin Ladin Hettenant Abu Zubaydah mitiplo plans to conduct
terorist operatione within the Unitod States, including an allegad plan to build
and detonste a peasible “mdivlogical disperaal devica™ (a “dirty bomb™) in
probably Weahington, DC. Aceording to intelligancs infarmation, Padilla first
met Abu Zubaydsh in Afghanistan o 2001 and traveled to Pakistan at the behegt
of Abu Zubaydah to receive training in wiring explosives. Padilla, along with
several other individuals, traveled with Abu Zubaydah to various locations
within Pakistan Padills aod an nesoviats approzched Aba Zubsydeh seveml
times with the above noted proposal to detonee the rdiologiea] device, and
eogaged in research on this tople a1 one of the safehouscs in Labore. The
radiological device plan articulated by Padills aud his asgociate allegedty was
still in the IniHal planaing stages, and theye wag no specific thoe set for the

op=ration to cceur.

According to our information, Paditla subsequently travaled to Karachi,
Pakistan at the hahest of Abu Zubaydah to meat with senior al Qzeda cperatives
to further disewsa Pedijla’s invelvement/participation in terrorist operations,
including the abave gotad sudiological device plan. ‘While in Karachi, Padilla
discussed with the of Ouada figures the proposed “dirty bomb" operation, as wall
as Padilla’s invalvement in other aparations targeting the United States,
including detonation of hotel raoms and gus siations. The af Qoada officials held
ot least twa conversations with Padilla, who may have been directed to raturn to
the United Statex to conduct “reconnsissence” on behalf of af Joeda within the
United Stedes,

Since that time, additicpal and more detalled intelligence informnation sbour Jose Padilla
hag bean developsd end mado svallable in undusiﬁad‘form:

Jose Paditla obtained & U1.8. prssport st Miami, Florlds, on Apxdl 17, 1996, end on
September 5, 1598, he flow from Miami to Calto, Egypt, whers he remarned for the next year
and e half, Padills bar admitted fhat in mid-Meech 2000 he attended the afj in Sauvdi Axabis,

3 Thas daconent briefly surmnrizes Padilla's activities from the tme he Ieft the
United States in Septemiber 1998 thyough his retvrn as Chiongo on May 8, 2002, It does oot
cover Padilln's uctivities in the United States prior to departure por hiy copnections to persons in
the United Staies,



where he met & Yemend man (the *Recroiter”) and besamo interested in going to Afghanistan.
Padilla adonits that he discussed tralning in Afghanistan with the Recnuiter, who

imrvited him to come to Yemen, Padilla traveled to Yemen in May 2000 and stayed with the
Recruiter for some time. The Recruiter thea facilitated Padilin's travel to Sanas, Yemey, where
ho tamed Padilin over to an assoaiste (the "Spansor™) to get Padilla to Afghanistan, Padilla
entered Pakistan on Nune 26, 2000, travoled from Karachi to Quetts, and then made the sveriand
trip to Qandahar, Afghanistan.

Padilla has admitted that he completad A training camp application, that the Spansor
helped him fill out bis entry prperwork and sponsored his application, snd that he ultimately
wanted to go to Chechnya Padilln's training camp application, titled a *Mujshideen
Identification Form / New Applicant Form,* was recovered by the FBI in Pakistan in a box
containing a binder of over 100 such spplicstions. The application, dated Tuly 24, 2000, boars
one of Padilla’s slinses, Abu Abdullah al-Muhajir, and his date of birth, 10/18/70. K also shows
that the spplicant's natioznality is United States, lists Spanizh end Engitah as the epplicant’s
native langunges, shows he is proficient in Anblc, xud indicates thet in addition to Afghanistan,
the applicant had traveled to Egypt, Ssudi Ambis md Yunm. The applisation Yt the Sponsor
ns Padiiln's training camp sponsor.

Padillu has admitted that he attended the ol Quads-affillated al Paroug training camp in
Afghanistan in Septechep-October 2000 under the name Abdullah Al-Egpan!, Padills aays he
went to the camp with the undexstanding that ke would go to Chechnya afterwards, though the
Tecruits received no guarantses, Acenrding to Padille, ks imining included weapons training on
the Kalashnikov, AK-47, G-3, M-15, Uz, and submachins guns; tradning on topography,
communications, eamauflage, clandesting survelliance, and explosives (C~4, dynamite, mines);
and phyvical fitoest apd mligious fraining. Padills completed his "hasle training™ successfilly.
For spproximately three monthy In the fall of 2000, Padilla and other recrulls guarded what he
understood 1o be & Taliban outpest north of Kabul, Padillz was avmed with & Kalsalmikov
assavlt rifle and scamunition for dhut purpess.

Padilln alzo admits that he first met af Qosda wilitary r.nmmmda' Abu Hafs al-Maxri, skn
Mohammed Atef (*Atcf), in Afghenistan when Atef approached him in the al Parouq camp and
asked him about his commitment to Jalan. Padilla believas this biph-renking o/ Qacda member
began the process of evalusting his commitment and suitebility for al Qasda operations, Padilla
states that Atef knew Padilla was American, Padills admits to savesal subsequent meetingy with
atef, who provided him with 51,400 {n late 2000 to retum to Egypt to visit bis family there,
with the understanding that Padilty would later retim to Afghnnishn. On February 16, 2001,
Padille sought a replecemment U.S, passport fiom the U.S. consitlate in Karachi, Pakistan, stating
that hiy pessport had been lost i & market in Karaghi. Hs obtained the replacement prssport on
March 21, 2001%. Padilla departed Kirachi to retam to Egypt from hix first tip to Afghanistan
eround April 2, 2001.

3 1t is al Oneda tradeceaft for operatived o obtain clemn replacement passports by
claiming that their original passports, wilch contain records of travel to Afghanistan or
neighboring countries, have bean lost.
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Padilla made his second trip to Afghsudstan spproximately two months later, entering
Pakistan on June 11, 2001, Padills clahms he left Egypt for fear of bring srrested, but admits
that he rehtmed {o Afghenistan to neunite with Moheramed Atef and the other Arab fightars.
Upon his returmn to Qendahar, Padills sought an sudisnce with Atef, whom he knew to be part of
al Qaeda, Atef met with Padilla at & safe house reserved for instructors and other well-
established members of af Oaeda. .

Padilla admity he waz first tasked with an operation to blew up apartrnent buildings in
the Unitod States with narure] ges by Atef shout one month Iater, st 2 mesting in Qendsharin
July or August 2001. Padills sooepted the tasking. Atef advised Padills that he was sending
Padilla to & location cytzide the Qandaher Alrport wheze Padilla wopld train with an ol Qaeda
explosives expert (the "Bxplosives Bxpert™) and enother al Qazds operntive, Adnan
Elshalarijumsh, eka Jafer Al-Tayar (Jafar"). Padilla and Jafsr trained with the Bxplosives

Expert at the Qandshar Airport on switches, dirouits and timers, Padilla and Jafar also spent
time leaming how to prepare #and geal an apaztment in ordst fo obtsin the highest explosive
yield. Padilla recogiized Jafar from the United States, However, the mission was apparently
shandoned after the training because Padilla and Jafar could not get slong and Padilx told Atef
be could not do the pperation on his own,

Padilla acrnits be stayed at & sumber of safs honges in aud eround Qandahar with Atefin
September 2001 and sfter the Septernbar 11 attecks op the United States, including the gafe
house at which Atefwas killed by U.S. milltary bombing in mid-November 2001,) Padilla, who
was with the Bxplosivea Expert at hia safe house when Atef’s safe houss was bombed, admits
he returned to help dig Atef's body out of tharubble. According to Padilla, after this attack a
decivion was made to move Arabs out of Afghanistan, st which point Padilla begrm travel from
the area auta{de Qandahar into the mountains neat Khost, acroas to Pekistay apd ultimately to
Lakore, Padilla, armed with an assault rifls, travaled with nmnerous other al Qaada corphatanty
who wero seeking to avoid U.S. 2ir afiacks and capturs by U.8. forcss, At the Afghan-Pakistan
border, Padilla met senfor of Queda associale Abn Zubsydah for the Sirst time. Abu Znbaydsh
was coordinating the deputu:c of Arabs from afghandstan, separating themn into those to later
re-epter Afghsuistan and thoga to be svacated to Fakistan,

C. 5D o .

Padilla pdmits that after arossing into Pakistn, be met Abu Zobuydah again st a
guesthouse in Lahore, Palkintan  After staying there for ono month, Padilis, his fuhws
Acvomplice snd several others trovoled to Faisalabad, where Abu Zubsydah again joined them.
Padills states that he and his Accomplice spproached Abu Zubayddh with an cperation in which

1 Padilla’s presenoe in Qandabar with af Qaada st this Bme 1s corroborated by both
detained af Oneda fecilitators #1 and #2.
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they would travel to the United States to detonate 3 nuclear bomb they learned io makes on the
internet.* Padilla cjaims that Abu Zubaydah was skeptical of the fdes but nonethaless told them
that he would send them to Karachi to present the idea to Khalid Shaykh Muhatmad ("RSM").
KSM was at the time a/ Jaeda’s leading operational plenner and organizer. Abu Zubaydah
aranged for Padilla snd his Accomplice to make the proposal to KEM,

Padille's admissions are corroborated by senior al Qaeda detzines #1, who sintes that
Al Zuhaydah cleirned to have thought ths noclesr bomb ides wes not feasible from the
brginning, but thought explosives wrapped in wranfum (Le., a "dicty boanb™) was much more
feasible. Abu Zuhrydah encouraged Padilla and his Accemplics in that direetion, cven though
he claimed he thooght that the dirty bornb plan would got work either, would cause tso much of
8 problem for of Oaeda, and thought KSM would pot think it visble. According to this
detzinee, Abu Zybaydah wamed Padilln and his Accomplice that the dirty bomb plor was not as
easy o do as they thonght, but they srzmed convinced they could do it withount getting camght
This &etaines states that Abu Zubaydah thought that Padilla and his Acopmplice seemed
knowledgeable in explosives, had received exploaives training, and wers jihadls, but that he did
not remenber them from the training camps, did not think the two were mambers of al Qacda,
and did oot think Padilla was willing ta do a mactyrdom operation.

This sevior al Jaeda Jotainea has gtated further that Abu Zubaydah intended io we
Padilla and his Acocomplice in his own futare operations, but sent them to KSM instead due to
their impatience. Abu Zubaydah wrote a referonce Icttar ty KSM conceming Padiila and his
Accomplice, and diacngsed them with KSMa sssociste, Ammar al-Batuchi, in mid-Pebyiary
2002, Abu Zubeydah yrovided money fot both men 1o travel to Karschi to mect KSM to prwsent
tha plan. According to this detsinze, Abu Zubaydsh attatapted to contact KSM by telephons
duxing this period, and on at least two occasions spoke with associntes of KSM shout the two,
Abu Zubaydah advised KSM of the dirty bomb project and that he did not thirk it practical, bot
asked KSM to evaluate the propesal, Abu Zubaydah added that KEM eonld nge them in his
operationa in the United States ifho so wished. Abu Zubaydah sent Padilla and the accomplice
to KSM in Karachi in mid-March 2002.

D.  Mestinkwith Khalld Shavih Muhgramod (CKSM'")

According to one statement by sentior af Qasda detainee #2, Padilla and the Accomplice
did not commit to the apmtment bombing mission, 50 KSM was unsure what operation they
would finally pursuo in the United States. Accopding to that and other statexnents by s
detainee, Padilla and his Accomplice were sent to XSM by Abu Zubaydsh in March 2002, 50
that Podilia could propose the "dirty bomb" plar. K3M was very skeptical, 2nd instesd

. Pudilla’s account of the flight from Afghanistag, roseting Abu Zubaydah, snd
presenting the “dirty bomb* proposal to Abu Zubaydah is vubstantially corroborated by both
senior af Qaeda detaineo #] and a detained af Dosdo opacative who admits te being Padilla's
accompl{ce (the "Acsomplice” ).



suggested that Padilla and his Accomplice umderteke thie epartment building operation otiglnally
conceived by Atef, They wereto enter the United States via the Mexican bonder or Pucrts Ries,
Once in the U.3., Padilla and the Accamplice weze to losate 28 muny as three high-rise
apartment buildings which had natora] gas supplied to the floors. They would rent two
apartments in each building, seal all the oprings, tun on the gas, and set timers to detonate the
bulldings simultenecqusly at a Iater time. Selection of the terget city in the Undted States wes loft
up to Padilla. Padilla and his Accomplice discussed operatinnal matters with KSM, were given
communication &rajning, and each received $20,000 for the oparation. Although KSW had some
doubts abrgut the sbility of Padilla and his Accomplica to yuscessfully enter the United States,
t.hayha’.d fuil authority from him to conduot an operation if they succeeded in entering the United
Stated.

According to Padiila, ke first et KM in Karachi, Pakintan after Abu Zubaydsh sent
Padilla and his Accomplics thare in Mixch 2002 to present the nucleer/dirty bomb operation.
Afier baing taken to a pafe honse by Ammar el-Baluchi, Padilla presented the {den to KSM, who
advised that the idsa was a little too complicated and thst he wanted Padills to resurrect the
apartment building operation originally discassed with Atef XKSM wanted Padilla to hit tergets
in Now York City, sithough Florida and Washington, D.C. were discussed as waell, Padills had
discretion in the salection of the apartments, Padilla now admits thet he sccepted the mission.,
Al Qaeda opeorative and 5/11 eo-conspirator Rernzi Bin al-Shibh trained Padilla on telephone
call security end e-mail protoce], K8M gave Padilla $5,000 fory the operation mnd Ammar al-
Baluchi geve him $10,000, traval documentation, a GSM oell-phane and an e-masil addrass to bs
used to notify him when Padilla wrrived in the Unitad Stated. Al-Beluchi instructed Padilla to
leave an the mizzion thtvugh Bangled2sh, and to call him before entering the Karachi afrpott.
Tha night before kda departurn, Padilla and his Accomplics attended a dinner with KSM,
Ammwr al-Baluchi, and Ram2i Bio al-Shibh ¢

' In carly stetements this dotainee claimed that KSM bad snid that the aecond
" operative was Jofar rather than the Accomplice, bat In later sixtements the detainee aduity that
the Aecomplice was the second operative. This detaines alse states that Padilla was not willing
to participate in a sufcide aparstion, but continuey that thiz wax not 8 concern to KSM becauss
there were many individuals who wire ready to cenduct miclde operations, but not &lf brothers
could work in the West (and the apartment building mirsion was not a suleide operation),

' Ay dlszuyged to yome extent in the text, the substance of Paditin's sdmissions
concemning the spartment buflding mission and his training for it ix cortoborated by s variety of
other intelligence, including statzments by his detained Accomplice, senior ol Qgeda delainee W2,
and detained o/ Queda facilitators #1 and #3, Thers nro Jifferences in detaines xinternents on the
intended target of the spartment building mission, perhaps beasuza it had not boen finally
detarmined, although thelocations mentionsd ax¢ all within the United Statos. Padills states that
the prinrary taxget was New York Clty, although Florida and Washington, D.C. wers discassed
with KEM a5 well; stleotion of the spartroants was left tn Padilla's discretion, Padilin's
Accomplics has stated that KSM frastructed Padillz to conduct the operation in the central United
States, or Chicago, and that he was assigned o meet Padilla in Chicago to masint him, Senior al
Qoade datainees #2 has said that KSM laft sel=ction of the target city up to Padilla, and has added
in other staternents that KSM intended tho target fo bo along the Mexican-11.8, border, perhaps in
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According to the Accomplice, KSM first nakad Pedills and his Accomplices to conslder
setting fire to a hotel or a gas station in the United States, but they told him it would be almost
jmpoanible to implement. KSM then asked Padilla to instead apply the explosives training he
had recelved in Afghanistan to destroy an entire building in fhe central United States by Sting
afumirum plates on the aide of a foom holding the pillars of the building, o that side would
rhaorb all the shock of ths explosion, flling the raom with natural gas, snd the: setting
detenator to go off in 24 hours. The Accomplice was tasked to build the detonatorby -
connectng a prograromable stopwaltch to an electric detonator,

The Accomplics firther states that KSM mmd Ammer at-Baluchi instrocted Padilla amd
the Accomplice on the steps Involved to execute thiy terrosist operation. Paditla would travel o
Chicago after obiaining a ncw passport from a United Steies Bmbassy in Fumepe to expungs the
record of Padilla's travel to Pakistan. Oncein the Unjted States, Padilla was to canduct an
{inrernet eearch on buildiogs that hud nxturel gas heating. Padilla wes to opan & bank scoount
aad then obtain information shout documents needed to tont an apmtment; KSM advised they
wers to blaw up spproximately 20 buildings simultaneously, but Padilla pointed out that he
could got possibly rent multiple spartrments under one identity witheut drawing attention, and ba
might have to limit {his operation to only two or three bulldings, The Azcomplice was fo retum
to the United Kingdom, where ho held refugee statos, obdain a valid travel docutnent, and then
travel to the United States to meet Padilln in Chiergo to assist him.

E.  QOpemtional Deplovinient to the United Stgtsg

Padilla departed Pakizian oo April 5, 2002, bound for the United States vig Zurich,
After spending 2 month in Bgypt, Padilla entered the United States at Chicago's O'Hare
International Airpart on May 8, 2002, Padilla waes carrying $10,526 in U.S. currency he had
received from al Qasda, bt declared only approximstely 38,000, Padilia had in his pozeession
the cell-phone providad te him by Arumay al-Baluchi, the names und telephone aumbers of his
trafning camp Recruiter and Sponsor, sad e-mall addresyes for Ammar al-Baluchi and his
Accomplics.

When interviewed by FBI agents upon his arrival ia Chicago, Padilla falsely denied that
he had cver baen to Afghsnistan. Padilla alse lied about the sonrss of the monsy he was
cartying, end the purpose of his regum to the United Stajes.”

Texas; that KSM zdvived Padilla to conduct the operation in California or somewhera in the
U.S. Southwest; and that New York snd Florlda were nover considered.

? There are a rumber of inxtences in his stetements where Padilla sttempts to
downplay or deniy his coramitment to af Qaeda and the sparfment buflding mission. For ’
example, Padilla claims that he never pledged éayaf (an cath of loyalty) to UBL. and was not part
of af Qaeda. He says he and his Accomplics proposed the dirty bomb plot only as s wayto get .
out of Pakistar and avuid combat in Afghenistan, yet save facs with Abu Zobaydah; that he
entered tho Karecht airpart before calling Ammar al-Bajuchi for final instructions so'hs could no:
be called back; that he only bought his tickel to the U.8, beeaise Pakistani suthofites tald him he
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Podilla wes then arvested by the FBI on a material witneas waraat, before being
transferrad to Dopartment of Defénso control as san entmy combatant an June 8, 2002,

rust have 2 Hicket to hig paszpart country to exit; that he tried to tum in the Zurich to O'Hags part
of his tickat in Zurioh, when he broke his travel to go to Bgypt; that it was only latar beesuss of
nightmares wiren he was in Bgypt that he decided to return to the U.S.; and that he retumed to the
1.8. with no intention of carrying our the spartment building aperation, However, 35 discussed
above, Padilla does admit that he accepted a torrorist mission frown af Qoeds, trained for fhat
aperation, rad then traveled to the U.S, :



