DECLASSIFIED e . — & — _/a

o
44!#5

N\
~§Q
Dp

XuLhcrlry V)NO ﬁ\jDOO F ,

r-oclT t)‘sﬁm.v

seonel 1 F-

Class:fzcatzon

Amembassy CANBERRA

=

USUN New York

Australian Concerns regarding NPT
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cxpresd o0 1. Summary. We are prepared send qualified team of

ans to |.senior officials to discuss Australian concerns regarding NPT.

’»f;‘r..-We;msid_er. Australian concerns largely misplaced and due to . .
inadequate knowledge of NPT and negotiating history, END SUMMARY,
2. As explained septel, it will not be possible on such

~-shert notice and in present circumstances for Seaborg or comparable

,efﬁeial to join team we are prepared send to Canberra. Team we
Svipn .| are prepared send comprises senior officials particularly
T ;;,;;%%;gualj.fied to discuss Australian concerns. (Del.listed Septel).

3. Meanwhile suggest Embassy convey following informatien

-\gu#.| to appropriate officials regarding Australian concerns reported.
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[;;ra 2, C&nberra 4923, We plan make similar approach Australian 4‘ ff]

Ambassador here. Fact that such fears still being expressed in Australia
technieal circles suggests they have not followed NPT negotiations in

enev , where most such concerns have already been discussed and dissipated.

M

.mhnﬁéé.  Thus, for example, it is now generally understood that, far

{ggg hindering peaceful atomic energy industry, NPT will facilitate |

interaational cooperation in developing peaceful uses, It does this by

sgkundertakings regarding expanded cooperation (Articles III and IV)

LETDer

Qgé ‘restabllShing mandatory IAEA safeguards which will remove fear of

di %on peaceful uses to weapons purposes, thereby remov1ng what could

%"1 ¢1r

ﬁéﬁgssious impediment to international cooperatlon. |

3??‘*
5. iny technological development prohlbited by treaty is

oA

development nuclear weapons (which understood to mean nuclear bombs and
waryeads%;nggﬁdellvery systems) and other nuclear explosive devices. i
Such other dsgiees must be prohibited s1nce technelogy their development
indlstlnguishable from that for nuclear weapons and such dev1ces could
be adapted for ptlitary use, However, under Article V such devices will
be made available at low cost (far less than it wouldrtake for any other

country to develop them) and without discrimination on bilateral or

international basis, As for so-called peaceful "spin-off" from
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“development weapons or other nuclear explosive devices, this was obtain;;]

at great cost long ago and is now largely available to countriés such

as Australia in open technical 1iterature oKW XREEEFHEIKIOMESTERIKK CERES

xx¥x Difficult believe Australia would
| chooserspeﬁd hundreds millions dollars to '"rediscover" what is now
geﬁerallyﬂknown.

6.‘L STATE 130374 regarding hucléar propulsion, being repeated
Canberra, indicates there is no basis for concern about propulsion
reactors. Simtlarly NPT does not prohibit establistment facilities for
produéiﬁg enriched uranium, provided safeguards required by treaty are
3§§ti€ai§gé,ﬁ,
| 7. Viéiting team will be prepared explain safeguards provision,
fnterprétﬁ%ioﬁ'of treaty and proposed assurances resolution in detail,
As regardééaisurances; of course, US/Australian defense arrangementsw
will be un#f%%ftéd'by'NPT and will continue assure basic security,
Proposed UN Secﬁrity Council assurance resolution addressed primarily
to concerns of non-aligned countries,

8. FOR USUN: Reftels being repeated USUN. Suggest Mission
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also convey abevé to Australian DEL,
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