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THE WHITE HOUSE

Dffice of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release Octcber 2, 1936
STATEMTINT BY THE PRESIDENT

I am pleased to sign into law today H.R. 3802, the "E_ectronic
Freadom of Informaticon Act Amendments of 1996."

This bill represents the culminazion of several vears of leadership
by Senator Patrick Leahy to bring this imporzant law cp to date. Enacted in
1966, the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) was the firast law to establish an
effective legzl right of access to governmen: information, underscoring tre
crucial neesd in a democracy for open access Zo government informaticn
by citizens, Tn the last 30 yeare, citizens, scholars, and reporters nave used
FOIA to uvbtair vital and valuaple government Information.

Since 1966, -he world has changad a great deal. Records are ro
longer principally maintalned in paper ferma=. Now, they are maintained in a
variety of technolegies, Including CD RCM and ccmpiter tapes and diskettes,
naking it easier te put more inJormation on-line.

My Administraticn has lauached nunercus iritiatives -o bkring nore
govarnment intormation to the nublic. We have established World Wide Web pages,
whizh identify and link information resonrcas throiaghout. fthe Federal Government.
An cnorrous rconge of documents and data, including the Federal budget, is now
available on-line or in electronic format, making government more accessible than
ever. And in the last vear, w2 have declassified unprecedented anounts of
national security materia., including informaticn on ruclear teszing.

I'te legislation 1 sigr today brings ¥OLA inte the inforration and
elex—roniac age by clarify’ng that it applies to records maintained in electronic
format. Thia law also broadens public access te government information by
placing more material on-line and expanding the role of the agency reading room.
As the CGovernment activaly disseminates morz nformation, I hops that there will
ke less nead to use FOIA to obtair governmen: information.

tis legislazlion not only affirms the importaace, buz also the
challenge o maintaining opennass in government. Tn 2 period of governmert
downslizing, the nuwbers of roguests continuc to rise. In addition, growirg
numbers of requests are for information that nust »e reviewed for
ceclassification, or in which there is a proprietary interest or a privacy
conzern. The result in many agencies is huge backlogeg of recuests.

Ir this Act, the Congress recognized that with today's limited
resouwrces, it is freguenz'y difZicult to respond to a FOIA request within the
10 days formerly required in the law. This legislation extends zhe legal
response p=-iiod Lo 2C days.

More impcortantly, it recognizes chat many EOIA requzsts are so
broad and complex that they cannot possikly be completed even within this longer
period, and the time spant processing them only delaye other reguests.
Rccordingly, H.R. 38C2 estaklishes procecures fcr an agency to discuss
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with requesters wavs of zailoring large reguests to improve responsiveness. This

approach explicitly recognizes thst FOIA worxs best when agencies and requesters
work Logelier.

r country was founded on democratie prirciples of openness and
accountability, and for 30 years, FOIA has suppcrted these principles. Today,
the "Electronic Freedom of Informstion Act Amendments of 199€" reforges ar
important link between the United States Government ard the American people.

WEILLIAM T. CLINTOM

THE WHITE HOUSE,
Octcbher 2, 1936.
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