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by the Secretary or an admlnistrative head
of an sducation agency. Regulations estab-
iished -under this subsection shall' include

ﬁi provisions controlling the use, dlssemina-

tion, and protection of such data. No survey
-or data-gathering activities shall be con-

. +ducted by the Secretary, or an administrative
- : head of an education agency under an ap-

plicable program, unless such actlvmes are
suthorized by law.
-“(d) Y¥or the pur of thig’ seetlon,

-~, whenever a student has sattained elghteen
. years of age, or is attending an’institution
-+.of post-secondary education the permission

" or consent.required of and the rights ac<

- corded to the parents of the student shan
- thereafter. only be required of and wcorded

the student.

.under any applicable program unless the re-
clpenia of of such funds informs the parents

- ‘of students, or the students, if they are

- elghteen years of age or older, or are attend-

ing an institution of postsecondary educa-
tfon, of the rights accorded them by this

3 gection.

.+ . violations. of this section, according: to
" ,procedures conthed in section 434 and 48'1

(b) (1) (1) The provialons of this seotlon .
Bk Shell become effective ninety days-after the
" date of enactment; of section 438 of

- parents object.

* - school records.

- -also denies funds to

.- poMeles of releasing records, without parental *
. consent, to other than educational officials.
- Release of records-is allowed only upon writ-

“assistance may be taken only if theé Secre-

. tary finds there has been a fallure .to- comply
‘with the provisions of this section, and he

has determined that compuano ‘cannot be

Department of Health, Education, and Wel-

_. fare for the purpose of investigating process-.
.-t ing, reviewing, and adjudicating . -violations:
" of the provisions of this ‘section and com=~

‘plaints whch may be filed eoncemlng alle%gd,
e

eral Education Provisions Act. = -

(2) (1) This section may be cttedas ﬁlxev ’
“Family Edueat!onal Rights and, Pr! acy Act

of 1974".

 CONFERENCE REFORT "EXPLANATION oF Ac‘n‘c'm’-

* ON BUCKLEY AMENDMENT TG HR.-69°

‘Protection of the righis and privdcy of'

*, parents and pupils—The House hill provides:
.- " that the moral or legal rights of parents shall

..ot be usurped. In addition, the House bill
- provides that no child ehall participaté in'a
. research or experimentation program.if his
The Senate amendment’
. .. denles funds to institutions which- deny par<
" . ents the right to inspect their :chil-
" dren’s files. and glves parenis the rightv

t0- ‘s hearing to contest their.. child’s
The Senate smendment

ten parental consent. The Secretary is di=

eeme..reoted-to adopt regulations -to protect stus -

dents’ rights of privacy and shall' enforce

- them through an office and review board in

the Department of Health, Educatien, and

Welfare to mvestlgate and -adjudicate vlola-'

tions,
‘The conference subatitute adopts the pro-
visions of the Senate amendment, includ-

ing in the list of persons who should have

the right to inspect student records those
:};udsnts who attend postsecondary institu-
ons,

An exception under the conference sub-
stitute occurs in connection with a student’s
application “for, or receipt of, financial aid.
The conferees intend that this exception

the -privacy. of

o agenoy -would I

Gen-j

institutions. with
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should allow the use of social security nume-
bers in connection with a student’s applica-
tion for, or receipt of, ald,

The conference substitute adds that noth~
ing in thess provistons of the Senate amend-.
ment shall preclude oficial audits of federally.
supported education programs, but that data
so collected shall not be personally identifi-
able. The conference substitute also provides

- that: the consent and rights of the parents

of 8 student transfer o the student at age
18 or whenever -he is atfending a post-

‘secondary education institution. No action to
teiminate assistarice for violation of these & !
provisions of tHe Sénate amendment shall be - ]
taken unless the Becret'ary finds faflure to -

comply. and ' that compu&nce cannot-: be

ke * secured by voluntary means.:
i %(e) No funds shall be made uvaﬂnble E

The conference substitute also adopts: the
piovisions of the House biil relating to.pro-
tection of parental and pupil rights, with
amendments. The conference substitute pro~
vides that all instructional material which
will be used in connection with any research
or experimentation program or project shall

) Tﬂé Secreta.ry, or 8L ad it istratlvo ’be, available for:inspection. by ‘parents or.;

head of an education agency, shall take ap-
.. propriate  actions to enforce. provisions. of
‘. this section: and to deal with suolatlons ‘of -
- this. secilon, according to the ptovlalons of
th!s Act, except that action to terminate .

gu

-In. approvmg --this provision" concernlng -
ormation - ahout students, -

the -conferees- aye: ve

that Tequests forinformation assoclated with -
af requests for duf on ot - bers of the public.and. the press.

" do not. invade the brivacy of students or pose -

P!
any. threat.of psychologleal damage: to them:.

" At- the ‘same time, the smendment is. not.
meéant to deny. the Federal government-the

information it needs to carry. out-the evalu-’
ations, as 18° clear from' the sections of ‘the
amendment which give the Comptroller Gen=
eral and the Secretary of HEW access to
otherwise private-: ‘information : about stu-
dents. _The ‘need: to protect students" rights’
must be balance
needs for mfor
‘. ‘Under * the:,

health professlons In short, the amendment

. is intended to protect the legitimate rights
. of students to be free from unwarranted in-
- trusions; 36 15.not intended to provide.a
- blanket and automatic justification for @

school - system’s: .refusal to f'.»admlmster
achlevement tests and related  Instruments
necessary to the. aluatxon of
program

VETO REVEAL WP%'I';ERGATE BL]ND

. Mr. CRANSTON Mr. Presxdent. Plesi-
dent Ford's veto of new amendments to
strengthen the Freedom of Information
Act reveals a second blind spot in his'
failure to learn: the hasic lessons of Wa-
tergate.. - - .

President, i‘ord seemed to have missed
the point of the Watergate trials when he..
pardoned former President Nixon before
the legal process. was allowed to runm its
full comrse.. . . .
. That -was an unpardonable ‘pardon.
Our laws must apply equally to each and
all of us, including I-‘resldents and former
Presidents.
* President Ford’s ill-advised veto of the
Freedom of Information Act amend-
ments is further evidence that he has not
grasped still another lesson of Water-
gate—the dangers of undue secrecy in
Government.

The Watergate disclosure showed how

‘ler this year are designed to broaden

mlmt legl\tlma.m Federal ’

..tled by a third party—the courts."
~I believe in the freest possible flow of
. their government is dding, and why. The.

-against the disclosure of classified infor-
applienble :

"the . document h}mself and forming his

. public officials and Government bureaw:
crats try to eover up mlstakes udg-
ments and-even' illegal:ac

cloak of “nationsl

jubsecurltythaninna

‘secur}
- They were more:concerned about saving

their own necks than abouc satesuardlns

. the Nation.

We are all aware of recent’ orls by
administration officials—especially those :

- at the Pentagon, the State Department

the Treasury, and the Office of Manage-
‘ment and Budget-<to clamp down on so- "
called “premature” information to the
press.
The Freedom of Information Act )
amendments, which Congress passed ear- -;

public access to Government documents. .
, We want to:speed up the process'of get-

- Under present procedures, for: example
it took 13 months before the Tax Reform
‘Research Group was able to get released "
to the public earlier this week 41 docu-
ments showing how. the Internal Revenue
Service’s Special Services Staff investi-
gated dissident groups. .
“The amendments also: provide for judis
clal review of disputes over what infor-
mation could -be made public:: :.: :
“This is in keeping with the: Amencan-:
tradition of having disagreements:-set~

I supported the new legislation | becaﬁée .

information to the people about what = -

people must have access to the truth if .
they are. to ‘govern themselves intelli- -
gently and to prevent beople:in: power -
from abusing the power. ‘
-The legislation: has built-in safeguards g

marti;ion that might endanger national se= . "
curity.
The way thé P:esident wants the bill :
to read, a judge would have to assume - -

that a classified document was, and re-

-mains, properly. classified. If the Gov=- - .-

emment gives the judge a “reasonable”
explanation why - the document should
not be made public, the judge must ac-
cept the explanation without looking at

own opinion. <.~ o
. Only if the Govemment fails to give
this-“reasonable”-explanation, could the ~ "
court declde - whether the document
should e made public. -

Underr the amendments in the vetoed .
bill, oui courts, nét our bureaucrats, will -
have the fihal say as to what information
can legitimately be kept secret without
violatiag the basic right of a democratic
people to know what is going on in their
Government.

Arguments over declassifying ‘mate-
rials could be conducted privately in the
judge’s chambers, and if the Government
did not like a judge’s ruling, it could
always of course appeal to a higher court.







