! Doar Comrade Fidol Casiro:

e : raceived .our lottor of Ociober _28 and Lhe sepons on
! m‘:?aﬂ.sv:hm You as):wea as Presidenl Donicos navo_na_d,g{un our

ombassadot.

We understand your situalion and taka inlo account the diticul- L

ave guring tho Lirst ransitional siage gher the hgua-
g:;‘g: t:.nfql?n‘::xrl‘m-.:malanr.'i?on thal #1058 due 10.1hs et of -altack
on the pan of tha LS. imperialists, whichwyou-axpecied would
octur 8l any momont. . L ..
We undorsiand 1hal ceraln difficulues have bton created for you
as a ressull of our having promised the US government to
- wilhdraw 1he missile base from Cuba, sinca it is viewsd as an of-
fansive weapon, ln exchange for the U.S. commiment (1o abandon
plans for an'Invasion of Cuba by U.S. woops of those of its allles
In the wesisrn hemesphere, and iift the so~calleg “quarantine,” thal
*is, bring 1ha blockade of Cuba 10 an end. This led 10 1he liquidation
of the conllict In the Caribbean 20ns which, as you weoll realize,

was characlorized by the clash of 1wo suparpowars and the pos-

sibilily of A boing transiormed inlo a thermonuciear world war using
mussiins. :

As wo learned from our ambassador, some Cubans hava the
opinion thal the Cuban Poopie want a geclaration of anolhar nalura
rather than tha doclaration of the withdrawal of the misstes, Ii's
possible thal this kind of lsaling exists among the people. Bul we,
polilcal and government ligures, ars ilsaders of a pgopin who
doasn't know everylhing and can readily comprehend alf thal we
leaders must deal with. Therefore, we shoulg match at the hoad of
1he people and ihan the poople will Iollow us and fespect us.

Had we, yielding 10 the santimonis pievailing among 1he people,
aliowad ourselvas 10 be carred away by cenain passionate sociors
oi 1he population and refused 10 come 10 a feasonabie agresment
with the U.S. govornmoni, thon a war Could havo broken oul, n
the ‘tourse ol which milions of paople would have died and ths
survivors would havae pinned the blams on the teaders lor not

* having taken all the Nocessary measures 10 prevent thal war of an.*

ruhillation.
Prevanting the war and an artack on Cuba deponded not Jusl on
ihe mpasures adopled by our governmenis but also on an esumale
of the acuons of tho Bnomy lorces deployod naar you. Accordingly,
the overall situalion had 16 be considerad,
in addition, thore are opinions that YOu and wa, as they say, falleg

-10 engage. in consultations concerning ihese guosuons baloro

adophing the decision known 10 you.

* Forihls reason'we believo tha! we consuhed with you, dear Com-
rade. Fide! Casiro, receiving the cables. each one more alarming
than the nexl, and hnally your cabla of Ociobar 27, saying you
wofe nearly certaln thet an anack on Cuba would b launched, You

belioved n was moroly a guestlon of ime, thai the atack would

*12kd place wiihin the nexi 24 or 72 hours. Upon recalving this
glarmiing cable from you and awara of YOUur courage, we viewad it
a5 a very weli-lounded alacm,

Wasn''this consultation on your pan with us? | have viewed this

- Lable-as a signal of exireme alarm. Under the condinons created,

2150 boaring in mind the inlormation tha) the unabated warmonger-
Ing group of U.S. militarlsts wanted 1o, 1ake advaniagae of the situa-
tion Inat had been crealed and launch an atack on Cuba, i we
had continued our consutations, we would have wasted time and
this attack would nava baen eariod oul,

Wa camp o
bog:}nmgfg?i ominogs}orcq ;‘I"o{lna;lm’pan'alisls: they ware {righlaneg
and bocayso ol ihoit fear that our rockels could be launchad, thay
could have daiad id liquigars them by, bombing them or laynching

an invasion’ of Cuba. And i must bg -said thal ‘they coufd have

knocueo Ihem all gut, Therelore, ['répaat, your alarm was absolule.
- weir-loundod. . R :

In.your ¢abla 6t-October 27 {;ou- PIOpOsEd that we b 1he first 10

launch & nuclear strike a
courss, roalizo whore Ih,
L sinke, H'woul V4 bure
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/., preatly. As (ar a5 Guoa Is cenceined, it would bo difticuli o say

galnsL.(ne feffilory of (he enomy. You, of

an of & thermonuclgar world war,

Undor$Iand your molvanbn, -

fiout: Obviously, In thal caso; the
stainod “huge 10sses, bul tha Sawviol
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the: canclusion thal our strategic missiles in Cuba

Id have {ed. Rathor than a simple.
el éég.,(i {;consgdér‘1r4ib/=propos'a_i ol yours in. -
& MOSI_serous momeni whon a’nuclear - -

he whole soclalisy, camp, would have di50_sullarod - .
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hrsi place, Cuba would have boan burned In the fito of war, Thara'

no goubt that tho Cuban pucplo would have Tought cowageoust
of that Ihoy would have disd herolcally. Bul we ara not strugghn
against imparlalism in ordor 6 die, but 1o lake advaniags of all oL
possiblities, 10 lose Iess In the skupgla and win more 10 ovsrcom
and achiuve the viclory of communism... —i o — -

Now,7as’ a resull of the measures takan, we roached the goz
sougnt when we agroeq with you 1o sendihe missies to Cuba. W,

" have wissied from tho Unilod States tho commilment nof 1o nvac

Cuva and nol to pormit thotr Lalin American allios 16 do 300, W

havo wrasled all this from them withou! & nuciear siriko. .-
We conslder that wo must 1ake advaniago of all the possibilities t.

delendd Cuba, sirenginen s mdepondance and sovarolgnly, defaz

millary aggression and provent a nuplaar worlk! war in ow Ume,
And we have accomplished thal.

Of course, wa made concessions, accepled a cbmmrlmanl. ac
ting according (o 1ha principlo that a concession on ono sida |
answered by & concassion on the other side. The United Srate:
also made a concession, It made tha commilmant belora all (h
wolld not 10 anack Cuba. .

That's why whon we compare agqresslon on the part of the
Uniled Stales and thermonuciear war with the eommument of &
concessfon in exchange for & concesslon, Ihe upholding “of the
inviolabilty of the Repubiic of Cuba and the preveanion of a worlc
war, | {hink 1hal the total outcome of this reckoming, of Ihis com-

- parison Is partectly cluar.

Naturally, In defending Cuba as wall as the other soclalist
countrles, we can'l rely on a U.S. govarnmant velo. We have
adopied and will coniinua lo adgop! in 1he future 8l the measures
necessary o sirengthon our gofonso and bulld up ouwr forces, so
1hat we can strike back If nesded. Al presenl, as a resull of ou
weapons supplies, Cuba is stronger than ever. Even afier the dis-
mantiing of the missiia Ins1alialions you wlil have powaeriut

" weapons to throw back the enomy, on land, in the alr and on tha

503, In the approaches 1o the Island. Al the same lime, a3 you will
recall, we have said In our fMmossago 1o the presidant af the Unlled
Stales dated October 20, that at tho same time we want l0 assure
ihe Cuban paople thal we siand al their side and wa wit! nol forgei
our responsibility 1o help the Cuban poopis, it is clear 1o evaryons
that thus Is an exiremaoly s6rious warning \o the anemy on our par,

You also staied during tha raflies thal the Uniteg Staips cany ba
trusted. Thal, of Courso, Is corocl. Ws also visw YOour stalemanis
on ths conditions of the 1alks wiih the Unied Siates as corroct. .
Tne shooting down of a'U.S. plane éver Cuba lurnea oul 1o be a
useful measure bocause this operation ended without complica-
tions. Let i be a lesson for the impaeriahsis. .

Needloss 1o say, our enomies will imerprel tho events in 1figir own
way. The Cuban counlorevoiution will 3150 try 10 raise Iis head,
Buil we think you wiil complstaly dommale your domastic angmles
wihoul our assistance. The main thing wa have socured is pravent,,
ing aggression on tho pan o! your foraign enemy &r present.

We feal that the aggressor came ot 1hs loser. He madg prepera.
tions lo aifack Cuba’bul we Slopped him and forced him 1o recpg-
nize belofe world public Opinion thal he-wor't do K al the Current
slage. Woe view 1his as a great viclory. The imperlalisis, of course,
will not stop their siruggle agalnst communism, Bul we also have
our plans and wa arp going 1o adopi Qur measures. This process
of siruggle will- continuo’ as long as thare arg two polficat and so-.
clal systems in the world, untif one of these — and.we know it will -
be ?ur communist systom — wins snd triumphs throughout the )
worid. ot : ' '

Comeady Fide! Casiro, 1 have.decided 10 sand this teply 10 you

-5 500N a3 possibie. A mote- dalaiipg analysls of evarylhing that

has happensd wilf be made in the lehier 't send you shonty. in that~,
lotler | witl maka the broadest analysis of the siluation and give you

‘my evaluation’ of the.outcoma of the.end.of 1he conflicy,

Now, as thi 1alks 10 seltls ihe conliici gat underway, | ask you w
$0nad md yout consigorations. F or-ou par, wawill conlinue 1o

" feport 1o you. on 1fi¢ deyelbpment of thase 1alks ano make all
“nacossary consutiaons, - o : :

| wish-you success, Comrade Fidal-Casiro, You will no doudt

| h#ve success. Thorg will sy be machinations BgaInst you, but -
1ogoiher will yYou, we will, adopi all the moasuras necessary 10

. Paralyza them and contnbuis Jo the sirengthening ang devalop-
mont 6f the Cuban Rovolution. . S
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