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Cood evening, ny fellow citizeas:

This governweot, a2s promised, hes cainteined the
clogest surveillence of the Soviet omilitery build-up on the
1sland of Cuba, Within the past week, ur=istakable evidence
bas established the fact that ¢ weries of offensive piagsile
8ites 18 now 1in preparation on that imprisoned islsod. The
purpose of these bases can be none other than to provide =
nuclear strike cepability ngninst the Western Hemisphere,

Upon receiving the first prelimincry herd informatian
of this nature last Tuesday morning st £:00 &.m,, I directed
that our surveillance be stepped up, And having now confirmed
and compieted our evaluation of the evidence and our decizion on
2 course of action, this goveroment feels obliged to report
this new crigis to you in fullesat detail.

The characteristics of these new missile sites indi-
cate two distinct types of installations, Severil of then in-
clude Medium Range Ballistic Missiles, capable of carrying a
ouclear warhead for a distance of more than 1000 nsutical miles.
Each of these missiles, in short, is capable of striking
¥eghington, D. C., the Panama Canzl, Cape Capaverel, Mexico City,
or any other city im the Southeastern part of ths United States,
in Central America, or in the Caribbeap ares.

" -Additional sitesmt yet cozpleted appezr to be designed

for iztermediate reunge bellistic missilés -- cipable of iraveling
Dore than twice &8 fer -~ and thus cipable of striking moet of
the nmajor ¢ities in the Western Hemisphere, redging =5 fdr North
28 Hudson's Bay, Canade, 4nd es far South ds Lima, Peru. In .
addition, jet bombers, capable of carryiog ducleay wespone, arse
now being unerated and assémbled 1n Cubs, -while the pecessary

air bases dre being prepared. o P -

: " Tbis yrgent tracsformatidn. of Guba ipte w1 {pportast’
Hirategic base ~- by the presedce of these large, loang-rangs, asd
clenrly ofﬁgﬁaive,weapana-atkauddanjans:]dpgquq:iag'-x.caﬁaxgtq:és
W0 explitit: threit to ths pesce «&nd adcurity of 411 the Azericis,
io flagrant aod deliberite defiance. of the Rio Puact of 1847, the
traditions of this Kation gnd(HQmiGﬁhére,rxbgVJQL;Q Regolutioe
of the B7th Congress, the Chifter of' the United Nitions, Kud By
ova-publi¢ warningd to the Sovieta'qa beptamber ¢ and 13, Thig "
A¢tion alsg coutredictis tha ropeated wusurencés of ‘Sovieét 8pokes. °
meq, both pablicly sond privetely dealivered, that the arxe Yo~
to Cuba would retain $ts original défensive character, &od thyy
tbe Soviet Union bad nanqdcd or desaire to ctltadu!itrltqglg o
®lasiles oz the t#ryitlaory of any otber catios, :
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the aize of ihis updertiaking makes clear that it has
becs plinned for some pooths, Yet ooly la it wonth, after I had
ozce cluar the distinction between any introduction of grouad-
to-ground oissiles and the existence of defensive anti-aircraft
nissiles, the Soviet Government publicly stated on Septombser 11
thet, and I quote, “The arpaments and military equipment sent
to Cuba ere desigoned exclusively for defensive purposes,” and,
and I quote the Soviet Governoment, “There 18 no need for the
Soviet Govermment to shift its weapons for a retaliatory blow
to any other country, for instance Cuba,"™ and that, and I quote
the governpment, “The Boviet Union bas so poworful rocketé to
carry these nuclear warlbeads that there 1s nc need to @earch
for sites for them beyond the boundaries of the Soviet Union.™
Tbat stlatenent was false.

Only lest Thursday, as svidence of this rapid offen-
6ive bulld-up was already in my hand, Sovieti Foreign Minister
Grozyko told we in my office that he was instructed to wmake it
clear ooce ngain, as he sald hia goveroment had already dons,
that Soviet essistance to Cuba, and I quote, “pursued solely the
purpose of contributing to the defense capabilities of Cuba,™ that
and 1 quote hiw, “training by Soviet specialists of Cuban
nationals in handiing defensive armsments was by no means offen-
sive,” and that “if it wers otherwise," Lr. Growyko went om,
"the Sovietl Government would never become involved in rendering
such assistance." That statement also was felse.

Neither the United States of America nor the world
community of nations can toleratd deliberzte decsption aad
offensive threats on the part of eny nation, large or smzll. ¥e
no longer live in & world where ouly the actual firing of
weapons rejresents & sufficient challenge o = nation's security
to constitute maximum peril. Nuclear weipons. ule £0 destiuctive
and ballistic missiles are so swift, that any substantially
incrzasad possibility of thelr use or auy sudden change 4in
their’ dap¢o"mnnt may well be IQEQYQEG as = defiolie threat to
pesce.

For many years, bath the Soviet Unicn zand "the United

Stetes, recdguizing thls fagt, have depl oyed strategic nuclear
weapos 5 with great care, ‘mever upsetting the precarioug etgtus
que which insu*ed that thesé weaposs would not bs used in the
etgsence .of some vitgl challenge, Bur o stregegic nsssiles have
never bean trangfarred to the texritary of any -@ther nbation,
under a ¢loak of secrecy and deception; and our history, ﬁnlike
.that of the Sdviets sipce thie oad of Vorld Var 11, demodstrates
that we have no degire to dominite or conquer Any othef nation
or 1uposg our system upon its peqple. Kévertheless . Aménican
citizens hsve Docome adjusted to.1iving d21ily on the bullts aye
of Sovigt.missiles located inside the USSR or in subparines,
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