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THE CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS

A CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

SOURCE NOTES

This chronology describes key events relating to the Cuban
missile crisis. It begins in 1959 and describes the evolution
of relations between the United States, the Soviet Union, and
Cuba in the period before the missile crisis, focusing partic-
ularly on the Soviet military buildup in Cubd during 1962.
The chronology also provides a day-by-day (in.some cases,
hour-by-hour) account of the October missile crisis and the
continuing crisis over Soviet IL-28 bombers in Cuba, which
extended well into November 1962. Additional entries in the
chronology trace the aftermath of the missile crisis with re-
gardto U.S.-Cuban relations.

All times cited in the chronology are Eastern Daylight

Time, unless otherwise noted. Square brackets in quoted

text indicate either editorial clarifications or sections excised
by government declassification reviewers.

Each entry is followed by a citation for its sources. Docu-
ments that are included in this reader are cited by number.
Documents that appear in the National Security Archive’s
microfiche collection, The Cuban Missile Crisis, 1962: The
Making of U.S. Policy, are cited by document title and date.
Books and periodicals are cited in an abbreviated form,
often with references to specific sections or pages. A few un-
published sources and documents that do not appear in the
document collection are also cited in this manner. For a list-
ing of the abbreviated titles used in this chronology, see the
“Abbreviations” section on pages 399—400.

January 1, 1959: Fidel Castro assumes power in
Cuba, the culmination of the six-year revolution that
toppled the government of General Fulgencio
Batista.

October 28, 1959: Turkey and the United States sign
an agreement for the deployment of fifteen nuclear-
tipped Jupiter missiles in Turkey. June 1, 1961, is ten-
tatively set as a target installation date for the first
launch site. (Jupiters in Italy and Turkey, 10/22/62)

February 4-13, 1960: Soviet First Deputy Prime
Minister Anastas Mikoyan visits Cuba and attends the
opening of a Soviet trade exhibit in Havana. During

his trip, Mikoyan negotiates economic and trade
agreements that help Fidel Castro wean Cuba away
from economic dependence on the United States.

: (The Military Buildup in Cuba, 7/11/61)

May 7, 1960:-4 The Soviet Union and Cuba establish
diplomatic relations. (Halperin, p. 77)

July 8, 1960: The United States suspends the Cuban
sugar quota, effectively cutting off 8o percent of
Cuban exports to the United States. The following
day, the Soviet Union agrees to buy sugar previously
destined for the U.S. market. On October 6, citing the
suspension of the sugar quota, Cuba nationalizes ap-
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