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Year New National Security 
Classification Decisions in Millions 

1980 8.8 
1981 10.2 
1982 10.3 
1983 10.9 
1984 12.5 
1985 15 
1986 10.8 
1987 11.9 
1988 10.5 
1989 6.8 
1990 6.8 
1991 7.1 
1992 6.3 
1993 6.4 
1994 4.8 
1995 3.6 
1996 5.8 
1997 6.5 
1998 7.3 
1999 8 
2000 11.2 
2001 8.7 
2002 11.3 
2003 15.2 

Year Pages  Declassified  in 
Millions  

1980 24.6 
1981 28.7 
1982 16.8 
1983 8 
1984 11.5 
1985 8.5 
1986 14.5 
1987 9.2 
1988 5.1 
1989 7.2 
1990 12.3 
1991 14.1 
1992 9.5 
1993 6.8 
1994 11.5 
1995 69 
1996 196.1 
1997 204.1 
1998 193.2 
1999 126.8 
2000 75 
2001 100.1 
2002 44.4 
2003 43.1 

 
 
Data from Information Security Oversight Office at the National Archives. 



 
  
 
 

How Much Overclassification? 
 
 
“Massive” – Erwin Griswold, Former Solicitor General of the United States (who 
prosecuted the Pentagon Papers case in 1971), quoted in the Washington Post, February 
15, 1989. 
 
“50-50” – Carol A. Haave, Deputy Undersecretary of Defense for 
Counterintelligence and Security, August 24, 2004 hearing of this Subcommittee. 
 
“Even beyond 50%” – J. William Leonard, Director of the Information 
Security Oversight Office, National Archives and Records Administration, August 24, 
2004 hearing of this Subcommittee. 
 
60% -- Information Security Classification Appeals Panel rulings for declassification 
against agency claims of secrecy, according to J. William Leonard testimony, August 24, 
2004 (“60-some-odd percent of the time the panel will override an agency's 
determination in whole or in part”). 
 
75% -- Thomas H. Kean, Chair of the 9/11 Commission and former Governor of New 
Jersey, quoted in Cox News Service, July 21, 2004 (“Three-quarters of what I read that 
was classified shouldn’t have been”). 
 
90% -- Rodney B. McDaniel, executive secretary of the National Security Council 
under President Reagan, quoted in Moynihan Commission report (1997), p. 36, saying 
only 10% of classification was for “legitimate protection of secrets.” 
 
“Laughable if it wasn’t so insulting” – Senator Trent Lott (R-
Mississippi), on the CIA’s redaction of the Senate Intelligence Committee report on Iraq 
weapons of mass destruction, quoted in Cox News Service, July 21, 2004. 
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Openness Equals Security
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