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The President 
The V.'htte House 

..,~ <::.om.....:.cncOT-Avr.mn: 4 
• 

WM$U(:>~QT0l'l', 0 , <;. ~0()0(1 

May 17. 1S4$ 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am retutniog herowith the 1e ttel' of rha Director or Central 
Intolllgence, dated May 8. l96S, tOQOtl\e r with c:rnelosur~s. 

r >¥"1$h to n ake o ne majcr point. 

I bellcve o ur QrOul'ld rorc.es l.n $Quth Vtetnam should bo kept 
~o t'l rnLnimum·;OOi\Si.S~;nt wltt't the-p-;.OtoeuO~- ~f our lnGta lla
tior.s i"n(f PrOperty in that oouncry. My concem it thbt a 
sub$t4nUal buildup of U . S. orounct troops v.'Qul d be construed 
by the Com.mun!ats~ and by tho world. U.$ 6 deterrntno.Uon on 
our port to wl n the war on thtt ground • 

.---
1'hts oould be a quugmiro . lt could turn jnto an o-pon end 
co:nmttment Ot'\ our part t hat wou.IC tako more and more grour.d 
troops. wit:.OUt a realisl!c hoPe of ultimate vic tory. 

'J 
do no t think tho slt untion Ls compart.b1e to Korea . The 

polltteaJ posture of t.he pnrticts hwolvcd . a nd the ph~· sical 

oondiU.ons . i nclucUng terri)! :"I , are endroly dtffere:r.t. ---. .t.contln~.e. to b~IJ!! ":'e_ that the OOt).St.c) !'ll. probit\q of every &v~nue 
Ieaciln9 to. <l poos lbl~ s ettle me nt wlll u ltlmtHely bo fruitful. 
It ··VOil' t be ..... ha t we wo3nl , but •.ve ca11 loe.m to livo with iL 

Re l'lpcc:t(\1\IY your::: , . 

CO!:y LBJ J.l 


