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NOOIS 

E,O, 12166:i: t<D~·1 12/17199 (WATSON, fHOMA::i J.J Ot<~M 
TA.C:iS: PEPR, Mlt.:I, ~F, UH, US, iR -
SU~JECT: AMbAS~AOOk'S ~EETING wiTH MAL'TStV ON SuVlEf 
MILITARY uEPLOYMENTS.ANU IRAN - -

REfs: A, 

1 • (S~tNT It<t T~XTJ. 

2, THE SOVIETS OIO NOT RESPOND TO OUK nE~UtST FO~ AN . 
EXPLANATION OF THtl~ DEPLOYMENTS INTO AFbHANISTAN. TnE!I< 
TOTAL PHESENTATiO~ wAS tSSENTIALLY A t<EBUFF, MY CONVtRSA
TION wAS WITN FIRST OffUTY fORElGN MINI:;ffM M~L•TSEV {nlS 
AFTERNOON (UtCEMbtR 17), 

3, AFTER ntARING MY PRESENTATION, MAL'TSEV SAID THt 
MINISTRY HAO ott~ SuRPRiSED AND PUZlLtO-dY THE NATUkE OF 
THE QUESTION ~t· ~ISM~D TU POSt, AS ~£-EXPLAINED· It TU 
KOMPLEKTOV ON SATUR0Ay NIGHT (RtF.dJ, AND THAT HE.~AS 
AGAIN SURPRlStD ANO-~UZZLED BY BOTH ·rH£ FORM AND CONT~NT 
OF THE wUESliON AS l PUT IT TODAY: WHO KNU~S, HE ASKeD
RHETORlCALLY,_wnAT·KlNO OF lNfORMATlON wE HAO, uR wnAt 
KINO OF ~INVENTiONS~ LAY BEHI~O QUR ·Q~E~riON? - -

MAL'TSEV THEN Ot~CR!BtD SOV!ET•AFbHAN KELAT!ONS AS 
-. - Sf:.CKE1 

So/ 
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BEING dtTftE~N T~U SOVEREIGN STATES ANU THE bUSINESS ONLY 
OF THOSE THU STATtS, ~Of SU~JECf to··lNT~~FfRENCE FRUM 
THIRD STATES, !N. EXPRESSING SUt!f'RI::iE AT .THt ttfORfi ANO 
CONTENT" Of OUR REQUEST, HE CONTINUeD, HE HAO·I~ MINO 
THE REF£RtNCf-TU th~ 1972 BAS!C:PriiNC!P~ES Of RE~ATIONS. 
THAT DOCUME~T, Ht.SilOt .HAO NO KE~ATIUNSH!P TO tHIS ... 
SITUATION, "THAT,• HE CONCLUDED, ·•rs··r~E ANS~ER I CAN 
GIVE you.• . . 

5, I RESPONDED THAT I THOUuHT THt COMMUNICATION I HAD 
RECEIVED FI-lUM-wASHINGTON ON SATURUAY wAS MDt!E SERIOUS. 
THAN TU dE ChARACTtNIZEO AS AN.~INVtNTibN" tiUT A0UE0 THAT, 
IF THATwAS MAL'TS~VIS CHARACTERiZATiO~ UF 1T 1 I ~UULO.Bt 
GLAD TU PASS IT-~ACK TO HASrliNGTON, AS FOR HIS COMMENTS 
ON THE 1972-BASIC PkiNClPLES, I-SAID 1 ASSUMED HE HAO -
THE RIGHT TU uECIOt. WHErHER A GlV~N SiTUATION WAS CUVtRtD 
OR NOT, BUT I THOUGHT, SPEA~INS PEKSONALLY 1 THAT I~ lH~Rt 
HAO dEcN A SIGN!~lCANT MOVEMENT Or U,S, FORCES INTO-A~EAS
WHERE TMEY HAu ~~VE~ ~EtN d~FUK~,·MALiTSEV NIGMT ~ELL Bf. 
ASKING ME UUtST10NS, MAL'TSEV SAlD T~Al NAS NOT THt . 
SUBJECT OF OUR PRES~NT CONV~RSATIUN ANO.TnAT ME.HAO-NOTHING 
TO ADO TO ~nAT NE HAO A~REAoY SAIU, 

6, MENTIUNlNG THAT l HAO JUST RETUKNtO FkOM Tnt U,S,, 1 
TH~N SPO~t. dNi~~~y·uf THE M600 Of-THE COUNlKY AS I ~Ek• .. 
CEIVEO IT. A~TEH NOTING THE UNlV~R~AL ~Eb~~T AT THt ~OM~lNG 
Of THE SOVI~T-UN.Ml~S!ON, I Rtf~NKEU !O.THt. CHANGE 0F MOOU
IN THE u.s •. ANO THE UNANIMOUS f~EL!NG.OF INDIGNATION UV~R
Th~ TEHR~N HUSTAb~ SITUATION, ~OlNf!NG-OUT THAT 1 WAS -
SPEAKING ST~lCTLY-PENSONALLY, r·SAlO THAT A SOVIET t.FFORT 
TO HE~P, dY ~ORKING.-~ILATERAL~Y WIT~ lRAN 1 IN EXTRlC~TlNG 
OUR HOSTAGE~ COOLo·~E VERY 8ENEFitiAL .. TO UUH ~ILATE~AL -
RELATIOf'IS, Mr~;TSEv OFFERED NO._EiiiCUUt-<AGEMENT, . HE $AIO 
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THAT, ~HILt YHE SOVIET UNION CONSISTENTLY A~VOCATEO AN 
IMPROVEMENT IN UU~ KELATIONS ANU A~IO HAD MAOf CLEAK lTS 
SUPPORT FOR INTtRNAtiONAL LAW, to AtT~MPT TU PLAY.. ANY. ~!No 
OF lNTERMEClAKY-HOL~ IN THE HOSTAuE-SiTUATlUN WOULD AMOuNT 
TO l~TE~VEN!IO~ IN THE 8ILATE~A~ ~ELA!l~NS bETWEEN !H~ Q.~~ 
ANO IHA,~. 

7, AFTER TH~ MEtTING 1 USA OEPAKTMENT CHIEf KOMPLEKTOV TOLD 
ME THAT AMOASSAUO~ OOBRVNIN IS iN THE HOSPITAL FOM A .. -
ROUTINE CHECK•UP ANO WILL PKOBAdLY cE 6ACK IN WASHINGTON 
IN A ~E~K UK lEN UAYS, KOHNIYENKU, H~ SAiO, IS UN VACA~ 
TION ANO NUl ~X~E~T~U BACK lN THE MINISTRY UNTI~ JANUARY 1~. 
WATSON 
IH 
#7530 
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