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ZJudr  {S) SOVIET COMBAT TROOPS IN AFGHANISTRAN

l. (S - EXTIRE TEXT)

2. DRFIWITION OF SOVIET COMBAT PERSONMEL : WHEN EMBASSY
KesUL USES THE TERM “COM3AT TROGPS™ T6 PEFER TO SOVIET
MILITARY PERSCUNIL IN AFGHANISTAN, IT INCLUDES: (A) CLEARLY
DISTINCT SOVIET RMILITARY UNITS, SUCH &S THE SOVIETS' SPECIaL
Sa%-MAN "REATIICH FCRCE™ WHICK APPEARS TO BE PRCVIDING THE
INT"R IOR DEFENCE CRRENTLY FOR BAGRAM AIR BASE; (B> SOVIEY
COMBAY SPLCIALISYS, SUCH AS THE SOME 522 TQ 1,402 SOVIET
AIMCRED ~CORFPSE S DIERS CLRRENTLY STATTONED 27 THE PL-I-
CHARKI TANK 5ASE; (C) THE SEVERAL 1W¥DIVIDUAL YOUNG SOVIET
SmDIZRE SEING SIGHTED AROUND KABUL , WHO ARE BELIEVED T¢
YERFCRM, INIcR ALIA, SPECIAL SENWIRY ROLES FOR SOVIET TNSTAL-
LATIOGS 64D HOUSING AREAS (MANY HAVE CLEARLY IDENTIFIABLE
QAVIC FEATURES, 38D THAEIR AFGHAN UNIFCRMS ARE CONSPICUOUSLY
HEATZR THaN THOSE OF REGULAR AFCGHAN SOLDIERS); &) akY
SOVIET fILITARY MAYW HIRY WHOSE OFERATIONAL RCOLE APPEARS TIC
EE MORE THAH THAT oF & TRAINIAG aDVISOR, SUCK AS THE SOVIET
TICYNICIAKRS wBC SERVICE THE hELICOPTER GUNSHIPS AdD ARMORED
VERILES NWCOWw 3ZINE USED HERE 1K ACTION AGAINST THE REBFLS.
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NUMBER OF SOVIET COMBAT PERSONNFL : ACCORDINC TC THE
sr TarcRMAT 10N CLRRLNTLY AVAILABLE TC US, INCLUDILG DaTh
) ﬂe., BY CTHER SENSITIVE LSG SOURC ..s msps ERE FROBABLY
4, 2@0 Sf‘v’" GOMBAT PERSCHNEL I3 ML AT THIS TIME.

: i Z fes 7S NOTED ABOVE,
mege mz; T UiAST §6F SOVIET moopc m ARD INC BACRAM AIR BASE.
THE ACTLAL SUXEER CDILD BE HICHER. THE GTHER CeATESURIES
DISCUSSID Ik THE FRECED ING PARAGRAPH TOTAL 3,607, AT THE VERY
LEAST, IT IS HenD T« SF FRECISE IN CERTAIN CaSES, HENCE
THE SOB-To-1,72%@ FIGURT WE fRE CITING FUR SOVIET ARMORED COPRS
PERSONNEL «T THE PL-I1-CHaPKI TAWK BesE. AS THESE FIGURES ARE
REFTMED o6D VEPIFIZL, IHE TCTAL CCULD GG HIGHER, FCR FURTHER
§:TAILS, TLFASE CMECK NEK-127¢ OF SEPTEMEER ¢, HHK-4447 OF
SSPTEMBER 22, £ &ng-425¢ CF SEPTEBER 27, 197S.

4, DEifFLNITICY ©oF 5eviiT mILITARY ALVISCRY PERSONNEL: Wi USE
THE TE3M "SOVIET MILITARY SDVISCRS™ TO DESCRIBT ONLY THOSE
PERSCHS WHD PR Ii4AR Y R{LY #PPZARS TC 3E TO TR-IN THE AFGH:R
FORCLS AD FROVIDE TECHPINAL ;DVTCE. BECALUSY SO MANY SOVIET
“ACVISORS™ ASSICNID T AFGWAN COMBAT ©RITS ARE ASSUNING DIRECT
OfEmeTTOMAL FUACTINGS D )iR46 ~eMesT WITH REBAL FORCES,
HAwEVES - TRCLIDING, T8 SCVERAL CAS:E4S, DIRECT COMMAND AND
COMMURICAT TONS RES?oﬂSIS.

aoaly 3197 S#343 T 9.3 $3345-2 35033,
Ser "nILITERY ADVISCR-

D "cwsn FORCES™ CpTEGORIES. SOME
OF THESE SrVIET CFFICIRS SHIFT BACK IO ADVISORY R“‘L:.b DURING
PERISCS WHEA TFE IR REGIONS BECOME STrBILIZED; OTHERS RETAIN
COMMAID AU .ue?r,w. Al LFAST TYREZ OF THE SOVIET COMMANDERS
I TE. FILXD ARE UF CENEROL RANK, INCIDENTALLY.

5, NWPDER COF MILITaRY anISCR '.\':'. z:..;T WATE ThaT THERE ans
INE il o ot SN p uLTS(‘RS. T,
OR THE RCASONS L ISCuGIid ABOV‘:' E HUN‘DREDS GF THIS TCIfL

FROEASLT SHCOALD SE SHIFT:ID TO THE "COMBAT TROGPS™ SIDE CF THE
LEGGIR '#T TINLE. WE UNFORTHN2TT1Y LACHh PRZCISE INFCRMATION
L30T THIZ PAPTICUL AR CeT:=UCEY T THIS TINE, 1T IS EASISR
TG SPOT AND EVALUATZ LARGE BLOCCKS COF SCVIET TROCPE £T SAGEAM
4D PUL-1-CHEAPFY THaN TT IS T4 HEIGH Thi VARYTNC ROLES OF
TIOIVID VAL STWTLT ML ITARY fDVITCORS IN PFCHAN BRITS ALL COVE=R
THE CDGNTSY.

€, INTel SCVFZT mMILITARY PEFSCHNNEL IN SFGFANISTAR: THI

4,223 CLEAR'Y ToZdTIFIpch: "‘0‘"13[!1' TRQOPS, T2XEY TCGITHeR WITE
SOME 3,470 12 f WHOSE PRINARY ROLE SE-S &s THLS T” TC Be I®
THZ TRATRTYG AND sDVISORY LEVEL CGIVES & TOTAL OF 7, JE" sovizT
UEIFORMZD FFRSOKNEL IN THIT CCUNTRY. MGST COF THr.I‘C. CF CCUHur,

COULD BE REGARDED AS "COMBAT TRGOPS™ TH 2 LRUNCH SITUATIOCY FLRT

o

REGUWING A QUICK SCVIET RFACTION. AS NOTD PSCVE, €E BELIZVE

THAT "u’. FIGL‘RES aps Gi THE CONEYRVATIVE SITSEs THIREFGRI, M3
SUBIECT .THEH TC CONTINUING RIZVALUATTON, DR SSIE PLSTS
WiLy H “,Lmnm BE ICFORMED WHER THERE #RY SIGNIFICANT CEruCES
T8 THESE STATISTICS. AWSILTY
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