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4t~CPAC ALSO FOR POLAii 
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'. 12~65: GDS 5!S/o5 (fLATIN, £KUCE A.> OR-M 
S: PEPit, t·.A5l> 0 PillS, AF, Uil . 
JECT: (LOU) THE CURRENT !>OVIET ROLE. IN AfGHANIS! AN 

-: 5TA1E 113474 (NOTAL> 

~ 
(LOUl SU11MfiY: SOVIET INVOLVE~iENT IN AI'GHANI51"Ail HAS 

CHEASED PEfiCEPTieLY lN RECENT WEEKS, £UT HAS NOT YET 
ACHEi.. THE EXAGGERATED LEVELS ;,o OrTEN REPORTED IN THE 

'1/0fiLD•" Pr.E!:>S. ALTHOUGH·THEk£ li:.· A POS5IEILITY lliAT SOVIET. 
CUME!AT TnOOP5 HIGHT IlllEF.VENE IN THE A:;ONESTIC CONFLICT Ill 
AFGHANISTAN, OUh JIJDGi1ENT Il> THAT THE US!:>tl wiLL Pr.OcA&LY TRY 
TO AVOI::J PLUNGING Il'llO WHAT COULD \liELL C.ECOt'li': A VIi::lNA~l-TYPE 
InAP. fND OF ~U~~iAfiY. 

2. (Cl ,.;INDFUL OF THE fACT THAT ~ELECTED i:LENi:.lllS Of THIS 
iiC:i'uiiT vdLL r.t: USEii oY THE DEPARTI•;i.NT II~ AN5wEiiiNG 
PU&LIC klifJ CO~GhES~IONAL QUE.it!ES (itEI'IEL, THE E~.t.ASSY Pi\ESENT 
SELOW iiAT A ON TH£ CUtiRE.NT :;OVIi:.l UVOLVt:i•.ENT IN AFGHAt;IST AN 
THE itC:LEii;;,E GF I>HICH WOULi. NuT PnEJU~ICE Si:.~;IOUSL Y OUr. O?Ei\ATIOt>;S 
HEhE, Nuti ENDANGC:n OUrl ~0Ur.C<.S. 
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5. <LOU) THE E.E::;T QUALITY EQUIPI',illl WHICH THE USS.-. HAS PRO-
VIDED TO AFGHANISTAN THUS FAR HAVE &EEN ~IG-21 AND ~U-7 
FIGHIER AIRCRAFT, Nl-24 HIND-TYPE HELICOPTER GUNSHI?S ANi: 
T•62 TANKS. IN l>PIU: OF F.tEQUENT i\U,'iOiiS TO THE CONTi\AliY, 
THE AFGHANS HAVE NOT BEEN SUPPLICD \tilTH r.IG-~3 Aii"iCitAFT. 

6. (LOU> THE E~;EA:.SY HAS iviiGHeiJ THC: iltii;El:.PitE.I'.IJ nUNOiiS THAT 
SOVIET PD OTS Fl Y i>O.•,E. GF THE Oi'EnATICtiAL a·.I~SION uF AFGHAN 
AiilCRAFI AGAI!lST GUERhlLLA TARGET::.. i.e. HP.VE NO SOLID -
iVIDENCE RULING out THIS POSSlciLlTY, C:!ll, U~iiiL Z>UCH AN AIRCRAFT 
tiiASHES WITH SOVIET PEF.SONNc.L o;; oOAnJ, II 1-iOI..l.;; i:£ GIFFICULT 
to'. SUE.SI ANIIAIE IliE<>E i\ UM1i\S. <£CAUl:.£ :>O~.i. CJF iiiE tm,; 

FIPNENI, SUCH AS THE M-24 GU.{&f.IP, I& :·.CitE Z.OPi!ISTICAIEIJ 
N TH£ OLDEn AFGHMJ Anr•A•·.l:::4I, ;.uV ET PEnSC(jii<:L Ao::: zELI FVEi: 
BE ENGAGED IN I:ut.I<.«IVE InAI!·at;G t~CiiHiX.. THE.r.E linE 

i\AL fii:.POiiib THAT IE£ .·:I-24~ HAVC: .:.C:£11 Ui>E:. Of'£il>.HO:•ALLY 
AIWSI THC: INSUilGt::iTS. ;.c:CAi::::.:. Iril~ IJ; i. SCJPf.Ii:>"llCri!:::,; ;,:::APvil;; 
sra,, Iii:: ilOUi:.I THO:r.i:: liA;:; .:.::.~;; ::.UrFICIE!<T T I ... ;;: Tv T ,.,u:; 
6HANS TO FLY THi:.!:.t. ALOil.! .• 1Ht.:'.iFOr.E., lT I" .;:un..: P\.:::SI-·L::: 
AT ;,OVIC:TS COL1.;) t.<: liELP :• Tu FLY IF..;""- .i!-5:.4" ;:;.:.l •• G u::.::: 

nA IO ALLY, A::; .Jc. L t.i:. p;;ovr..,r;,;> Tr.ki:<r:;:; Tv ,;:;..;t,;; PILLT~. 

Jt1· <LOU) .i:iECAU:.£ TliEii£ A!ii:: :::.uV11::T i•i!Lliiir.Y :.UVli;Ct.~ AS~Ic;:z;:. 
tllitOUGHOUT THZ AFGH:IN G .. OUND FG,;Ct:S -- 11; ALL CA~ii ~c-:. 1::. 
THE EATTALIO~ Lt:VEL, AN;) AL:.O ii!IH ::.C:ViotAL ,:,a•.:.LL -Pi:Cl.'\Lli£2 
UNUS, II wOUL:.i EE UNU5liAL IF SOVIl:.I a•llLIHn Y ?:.:,.'-u.< .• :O:L ·. :':;.:;: 
N!J! CAUGit"l t.;p 11-0 !'tlL.ITAn Y_OPEnhTIQ-:lS Fi.v;·. TI::::. T:.. TI.· . .:.. 

d. <LOU) THE l•iOST H•:PGRTA\~T QUC~"i!ON 1~: C,. ... ,,:._ i::~~;:~c1 TC 
S£E SOVIET CO!':t!AT TnUOPS EiJTi:.n "FGHAi; CGiii'Li::T'i .• <. CA'' 
ONLY Ol':SEnVC: THAT THAT FGSSICILITY CAN;~OI ~C: <.XCL!;_:::.:;. 
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