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NODIS llEVIEW 

FROM : n."R 
vJt<W•.---, 

Wi11iam G. Bowd1er 
Harold H. Saunders ~ NEA 

SUBJECT: The Coup in Afganistan 

Current Situation 

:Information about th~ coup underway 
is sketchy: 

with .,dd~ncnal ac-::eu 
conn~ b) S/S 

Cat. c • Captlc;; Cztld CUS1ody 
tetau!e<l by S/S 

--Rebel forces appeared to be in control of Kabul 
as of 11 p.m. local time {1 p.m. E~T). Our 
Embassy has reported that fighting is continuing. 
A jet aircraft fired rockets toward the E~~assy; 
and increased ~ilitary activity is expected when 
daylight returns. The rebels have captured Radio 
Kabul, the l-!inistry of the Interior, and the Post 
Office, and beseiged the Presidential Palace (see 
map). The Air Force unit in Kabul is under rebel 
CC'-:,+:,..n1 ~ it."-:! ..... ~"!"''~ fTC-"\ it~ at+-='=cl:.- ,...~ t-1-..n P~ 1 :O!"'"n. 
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--It remains uncle~r who is leadins the coup. Col. 
Abdul Qader, who~ the Embassy identi=ied as Chief of 
Staff of the Air Force," claimed on Radio Kabul to be 
speaking on behalf of Colonel Aslaw. l~atanjar, as 
yet unidentified. 

--Daoud's situation is unknown. The rebels claimed 
that he "is gone co~pletely and forever," but there 
are reports that he is still alive, perhaps inside 
the French En~assy co~pound (w~ic~ is next to the 
Palace and w~ich su=fered a tank attack that 
destroyed the consular building}. 
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fte coup seems to have been triggered hy the 
arrest last night of leading members of the Khalq 
(•masses") Party. This pro-SOviet, communist party 
brought out.some 15,000 persons (flve times its known 
member!lhip) d~ing the funeral on April 19 of its 
assassinated chief ideologue. 'l'be government claimed 
that it tolerated the demonstration to flush out and 
arrest Khalq leaders. 

Military action, apparently led by army sympathizers 
with tanks, followed at noon, local time. While there is 
no bard evidence as yet that the rebels have links to the 
Jhalq or to the Soviet Union, bits and pieces of information-
such as Qader's re111ark that power was passed to "the 111asses~ 
and clenched fist salutes by soldiers--indicate that they 
may. 

Rebel Policies 

The attitudes and policies the rebels will adopt 
if they can form a new government are unclear. In a 
Kabul Radio statement, they announced a foreign policy 
of respect for Islam, "democratic independence,• ~rogressive" 
development, •positive• non-alignment, friendly relations 
with all countries, and respect for the UN. · If the Khalq 
Party plays a major role, the· new government would probably 
be more friendly to the USSR than Daoud has been and less 
friendly toward the us. 
Reactions of Neighbors 

~us far there have been no public comments from 
any of Afghanistan's neighbors. The role of the Soviets 
in the coup and their attitude toward it are not clear. 
We have no evidence of Soviet; involve111ent, hO\Iever. 

Iran will view the situation with considerable 
alarm. The Shah has long been concerned about Afghanistan's 
Soviet connection and the possibility that it would veer 
sharply to the left if Daoud were over~hrown. Despite 
this concern, it is doubtful that Tehran -wiJ.l 
undertake military moves at this point. 
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Xslambad will also-be alarmed bUt probably will 
•it this one out. 

China • · which has a short c.O!iiiOOn border vi th 
AfCJhanJ.stan, can be expected to find a soviet hand 
in the developmen~ in Kabul. 
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