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In 1959, the “yanki” Department of State made the Dominican Republic its main
mercenary training center. Adventurers and murderers from different countries,
Falangists from the Blue Legion, Nazis, Japanese, “yankis”, war criminals, European
renegades and other riffraff, assembled there and trained under the direction of
PEDRAZA and Trujillo’s Officers for an invasion of Cuba. Every day, the Dominican
radio spewed insults and defamation against the Cuban Revolution and its leaders.

But then Washington changed its plans. TRUJILLO turned out to be spoiled goods for
the peoples of America. This devoted lackey was already very “burned.” Plans were
made to “sacrifice him” at the OAS (a sacrifice that later turned out to be apparent, not
real) in order to stage a farce in that International Organization that would lead to
condemnation of the TRUJILLO dictatorship along with the CASTRO “dictatorship.”

As these “highly strategic” political plans were being developed, plans in which
“democrats” PEPE “CACHUCHA” FIGUERES, ROMULO BETANCOURT and
MUNOZ MARIN were not uninvolved, the forces of imperialism transferred out of Santo
Domingo their most important preparation center for an attack against Cuba. From that
day forward, Guatemala became the main focal point for mercenary training in camps

and bases established there. The distinguishing feature was that this operation was no
longer run by PEDRAZA and TRUJILLO, but rather by the CIA, with North American
officials directly training the mercenaries, and provisioning them with equipment, arms,
supplies, aircraft, ete.

Thus, by the first few months of 1960, an important airstrip, as well as a major mercenary
camp, had already been built in Retalhuleu under the direction of “yanki” officials. This
base was built with utmost haste by a “yanki” company and “yanki” engineers at a cost of
_ over one million dollars supplied, according to reports, by the CIA (Central Intelligence
Agency) and businesses such as the United Fruit Company.
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More than twenty such camps were quickly established in different areas of Guatemala,
comprising a total of more than six thousand mercenaries as well as a large number of
airplanes and huge quantities of arms.

By this past October, the climate of hostility toward Cuba and preparations underway in
Guatemala for an invasion were evident.

In mid-October there was a marked increase in activity on bases established in the
Department of Retalhuleu. The number of airplanes arriving and unloading was higher
than usual. People working in those centers observed that there was every indication of
an impending attack on Cuba. The airplanes had unloaded parachutes, field hammocks,

and stretchers,

The mercenaries were concentrated mainly in the Department of Retalhuleu. At
“Helvetia” farm, 600 tents were divided into two camps of 300 tents each. An individual
who was in one of those tents reported that there was an average of ten men in each tent,
which added up to six thousand mercenaries. These included Cubans, Guatemalans,
other nationalities, and North Americans. They were paid about ten dollars per day.
There are approximately two hundred North Americans, who direct training,
construction, the radar station, etc. One of these camps is situated 3 kms. north of the
center of the above-mentioned farm.

The airstrip at Retalhuleu airport is built to withstand bombardment and to last an average
of two years. Its estimated cost is placed at over one million dollars. Although this
airstrip was recently built, repair crews are there every day, which can only be interpreted
as a preventive measure in case of reprisal from Cuba. ‘

When the Retalhuleu airport was first opened, President YDIGORAS said that it was to
be used to export products from western Guatemala. It has been closed to the public for
the past several weeks, however, having been placed under military jurisdiction during

the state of siege. And although it is ostensibly under the control of the Guatemalan
Army, the fact is that the airport actually is controlled by North Americans, to the extent
that truck drivers who arrive there to unload cargo are replaced by North Americans to
keep them from entering. Moreover, the Governor of the Department does not even have
access to this airport.




There are an estimated 48 airplanes based in Guatemala for use in the attack and invasion
of Cuba. There are B-26 airplanes, some propulsion aircratt, and Globemaster transport
planes. Most of these planes are based at the Retalhuleu airport and in Chinaja, while the
rest are distributed between the central “Aurora” airport near Guatemala City, and Puerto
Barrios on the Atlantic coast.

Flights take place at night. The majority of the planes are unmarked and most are painted
black. Activities are generally nocturnal. This can be construed not only as a means to
remain inconspicuous and cover up these activities, but also as a means of preparing the
men to operate at night against Cuba. As a result, there have been a number of air
accidents on the coast of Retalhuleu and the area known as Flores, in the Petén. The
plane that crashed in the Petén (Flores) had taken off from Tapachula, located almost on
the Mexican-Guatemalan border. Nighttime parachute drills also are taking place.

Training sessions are held using real firepower. As a result, the Ydigoras government has
publicly acknowledged that several men have been killed or wounded, while alleging that
this occurred during the training Guatemalan troops with modern weapons.

On the “Helvetia” farm, municipality of El Palmar, Department of Quetzaltenango, but
also accessible via the municipality of San Sebastian, Department of Retalhuleu, in the
area known as Cerro Nil, on the banks of the Nim4 River, a radar station was installed.
Another radar station recently was installed on the central Guatemalan Air Force base
focated at “La Aurora” airport in Guatemala City, and on the base at San José airport on
the Pacific coast.

The areas where the aggressors have focused their activities are Retalhuleu; Chinaja; “La
Aurora” international airport which also houses the FAG [Guatemalan Air Force] base,
located on the outskirts of Guatemala City, the base located at the port of San José on the
Pacific coast; and the base in Puerto Barrios, on the Atlantic coast. But the main
mercenary concentration point is located in Retalhuleu, near the Guatemalan-Mexican
border, whose airport is situated between kilometers 186 and 188 of the highway leading
to Champerico port; the new airport secretly built on the national (government-owned)
farm called “La Aurora” located in the municipality of Nuevo San Carlo, also in
Retalhuleu, whose airport is made of concrete cemented on piles ten meters deep and two
meters wide and is outfitted, according to unconfirmed data, with underground hangars.
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Other information sources indicate that there is a 45,000-gallon gasoline tank covered
over with sandbags and garbage in Retalhuleu airport. Airplanes usually take off from
Retalhuleu on Mondays at four o’clock in the morning and return on Wednesdays
between four and five o’clock in the morning. During the first week of last October, a
cargo of leather boots was received for the alleged invaders. U.S. Air Force planes
numbers 850 and 854 reportedly were painted with Guatemalan insignia.

The apparent chief or authority in the Retalhuleu camps is a North American who goes
by the assumed name NORTH. There are an estimated {ifty North American aviators,

Since August 11, 1960, several Jets and Mustang airplanes have landed at the base at the
port of San José. On the August 13, a Globemaster landed at the main “La Aurora™
airport in Guatemala City supposedly to deliver milk to CARE, but actually carrying
weapons and ammunition that were unloaded by Guatemalan Army soldiers. The
following week, other Globemasters landed at the San José airport and their cargo was
transported to Retalhuleu.

Airplane arrivals and departures then intensified. On October 14, two North American
B-29 bombers and a transport plane landed at “La Aurora” central airport in Guatemala
City. During the third week of October, airplanes marked with registration numbers, or
alleged registration numbers, L-F-5, L-F-8, L-F-9, L-F-11 conducted night flights
between “La Aurora’ central airport and Retaihuleu airport. This past October 14, a large
number of airplanes landed at Retalhuleu airport. Also, Landcaster airplanes, Canadian-
made bombers. By October 26, 47 bombers had been assembled at the secret airport
located on “Aurora” farm, as well as a huge arsenal of five hundred and six hundred
pound bombs which, arranged in a row, cover 150 meters.

It is possible that the northwestern zone of Retalhuleu Department has been chosen for
mercenary camps because several national farms are located there. In other words, farms
that were owned by Germans, were expropriated following World War II, and are now
administrated by the Guatemalan government. The most important of these farms is
“Candelaria Xornuitz”. QOthers currently occupied by camps are “Aurora,” “La Suiza,”
“Tambor,” “Culsin,” and “Helvetia” itself, owned by brothers ROBERTO and CARLOS

ALEJOS ARZU, who are YDIGORAS stalwarts.

“Helvetia” farm, currently owned by ROBERTQ ALEJOS ARZU, former coordinator of
“North American Aid to the Guatemalan Government,” friend and advisor of
YDIGORAS, currently diplomatic representative of the
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Knights of Malta, and his brother, CARTL.OS ALEJOS ARZU, currently the Ambassador
to Washington, is one of the most important mercenary concentration points. Reports
indicate that, possibly in the month of August or earlier, 185 mercenaries and 45
specialists were there, most of the latter North Americans. Later, Batista followers and
other mercenaries began to join them. In late July or early August, 500 soldiers and non-
commissioned officers from the Guatemalan army also were taken there, 20 of whom
were taken to the United States and the Panama Canal Zone for special training. Many
workers and peasant farmers from the national and private farms in the area were
persuaded, or obliged, to sign up. At the end of the third week of October, a large
number of North American soldiers were brought in by railway via Puerto Barrios, and
were taken to “Helvetia” farm.

Some regular troops of the Guatemalan National Army, about four infantry companies,
have been assigned to guard the zone and are deployed at “Helvetia,” “Aurora,” “La
Suiza,” “Tambor,” and “Culsin” farms.

Reports have been received regarding the presence of an airplane-launching catapult at
“La Suiza” farm, which serves the dual purpose of instructing pilots for aircraft carrier-
based operations and impeding detection of the base from the air. These installations
were built by the North American company “Johnson Powers.”

Other camps worth mentioning are located at “Rancho Florido” farm in Escuintla
Department, “Campo Corriente,” owned by United Fruit Company; “Helvetia” and
“Aurora” mentioned earlier, and those in other zones. '

Last November, AUGUSTO MULET, Press Secretary of the Guatemalan Presidency,
confirmed the existence of secret training camps at more than TWENTY farms where
forces are instructed in commando and guerrilla tactics; he identified the Retalhuleu air
base and “Helvetia” farm as one such camp.

It is common knowledge that the Retalhuleu airport was outfitted hastily by North
American engineers at an estimated cost of more than one million dollars. Its main
facility is the airstrip. Funding was supplied by the “Central Intelligence Agency” (CIA)
and by corporations such as United Fruit Company among others.
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Other reports provide the following information:

The meteorological Service at the port of San José in the Pacific has been under military
control recently and other meteorological centers in the country also operate under a
quasi-military system.

A ten kilowatt radio transmitter has been installed at Puerto Matias de Galvez, at a cost of
35,000 dollars. Its broadcasts on official frequencies primarily target Belize. It is
therefore possible to surmise that its broadcasts could also reach Cuba on other
frequencies; that it 1s able to broadcast instead of, or in conjunction with Radio Swan; and
that it could be put into service during an invasion, since its geographical location and
power enable it to broadcast a clear signal to Cuba.

YDIGORAS’ chauffeur makes two trips per week to Puerto Matias de Galvez to deliver
tape recordings of speeches recorded by “a Cuban” in Guatemala City.

A fleet of fishing vessels on the Atlantic Coast is well equipped with artillery, data that
was gleaned from a public statement made by MARCO ANTONIO VILLAMAR,

secretary of the organization PUR.

Military preparations also extend to other areas of the country. A few kilometers from
Champerico Port, work has begun on a new air base in a place called “El Manchon,”
some eight kms, to the east, and for the installation of troops on “Montecristo” farm,
approximately 12 kms. from there. Punta de Manabique, enclosing Amatique Bay in the
Atlantic, is fortified. On the banks of the Polochic River, what appears to be a new
airstrip is under construction; and construction took place at a rapid pace in an area
known as “Rama Blanca,” Izabal Department.

Other reports indicate that it is likely that YDIGORAS and the “yankis” plan to unleash
hostilities between Guatemala and Cuba by falsely claiming the incursion of an alleged
Cuban aircraft that would be shot down in Guatemalan territory. This would permit the
“legal” use of Guatemala territory for operations against Cuba, which would be followed
by an attempt to provoke a collective OAS response.

In addition to sparking protests by the Guatemalan people, the existence of over 20
mercenary training camps has raised concerns inside the army over preparations for an
attack on Cuba. Certain reports indicate that last October 26, there were discussions
inside the army chief of staff headquarters [Estado Mayor] regarding the position the
army should take regarding these matters.
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At the same time, the political opposition to YDIGORAS in the Parliament denounced
the existence of the camps, issuing summons in the matter and calling for an immediate
investigation. At first the government rejected their demands, but a few days later,
YDIGORAS invited opposition legislators to visit the Retalhuleu base. This offer was
rejected because the legislators in question asserted that, on October 27, 1960, the
authorities had just finished dispersing the mercenaries to other areas.

The considerable level of air traffic registered during the first weeks of October in the
zone of Retathuleu diminished and nearly disappeared after the opposition began to
agitate.

Whether because the opposition faction in Parliament had requested that an investigatory
commission be sent to Retalhuleu; or because of the stance taken by many Army
Officers; or perhaps because the YDIGORAS administration and the “yanki” Embassy in
Guatemala already were aware of a conspiracy involving numerous officers (which
culminated in the November 13 military uprising), the fact of the matter is that most of
the mercenaries were removed from “Helvetia” farm on the night of October 27.

Mercenaries taken out of “Helvetia” farm were distributed more or less as follows: some
four thousand mercenaries boarded thirteen war vessels, with no flags or registration
numbers, anchored in the bay at Puerto Barrios and embarked for Nicaragua. Upon
arriving in that country, they disembarked at the mouth of the Prinsapolka River, where
an air base is located, and were later taken to a camp six miles away.

The ships left Puerto Barrios at 22:30 hours on that night, October 27. This mercenary
contingent was mainly composed of Cubans, as well as Salvadorans, Hondurans, etc.
Other reports add that some of these mercenaries were left in the area of Puerto Cabezas,
Blue Fields, Cabo Gracias a Dios and the Islas de Maiz (leased to the U.S.) in Nicaragua.
It also indicates that a group disembarked at Swan [Cisne] Island in Honduran tetritory.

That same night, October 27, another group of some fifteen hundred mercenaries was
removed from “Helvetia” farm in an extraordinary movement of trains and aircraft. They
were taken to a camp adjoining the
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Chinaja airstrip, where they were seen over the following days.

The Chinajé airstrip and camp mentioned earlier, is described as follows: Chinaja is
located in northern Alta Verapaz department, latitude approximately 16 degrees north and
longitude 90 degrees, fifteen minutes. Because there are no roads, this area is virtually cut
off by land from the rest of the country. It is located in an area spanning 271,601
hectares, that was obtained by a North American corporation, “The Ohio Oil Company,”
through oil claim number three. This was where the first oil well was drilled in 1958.

The Company built an airstrip there, which is the longest in the country and currently is
used by aircraft stationed there by the United States for the invasion of Cuba. As stated
earlier, a camp currently has been established there with part of the troops previously
located at “Helvetia Farm.” ‘

We should also mention that some distance from Chinaja, in the Petén, there are airstrips
in Poptan and Flores.

Airports also were under construction in Champerico and in Carmelita, on “Concepcidn”
farm, equipped with radar and military personnel stationed there by the CIA.

Following the transfer of mercenaries from the “Helvetia” base and other nearby national
farms, the situation was as follows:

The four Guatemalan army companies remain on “Helvetia” farm, to which another
contingent of 500 regular troops has been added, in other words a total of one thousand
soldiers.

Many North Americans also remain on “Helvetia.” The rural workers and peasant
farmers who signed up were demobilized and returned to their agricultural pursuits,
although under strict vigilance. This is presumably a temporary situation.

Some reports point to a total of 60 aircraft for the attack on Cuba, while others report as
many as 150 aircraft. Although the latter figure coincides with YDIGORAS’ statement
on October 13, the start of the military uprising, in his threatening words to Guatemalan
Air Force (FAG) pilots who refused to bomb Zacapa and Puerto Barrios, so far we have
not been able to obtain exact figures.
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North American instructors had aiready concluded other aspects of mercenary training;
therefore, those who remain camped at “Helvetia” and other bases are only undergoing
tratning in parachute jumping, for which a huge transport plane is used.

Public protests against preparations for the invasion of Cuba that took place in
Guatemala:

The fact that a Cuban invasion was being planned was widely reported in Guatemala and
had a strong impact on public opinion there. Beginning in July, the “Guatemalan Labor
Party” [“Partido Guatemalteco del Trabajo”] made a number of charges and statements
on the subject.

Several publications, especially radio news programs such as “Guatemala Flash” and
“Radio Noticias,” and the newspaper “Prensa Libre,” reported on the issue. Colonel
CARLOS A. PAZ TEJADA’s allegations, widely circulated and published on an entire
page of Guatemalan newspaper “Prensa Libre” with a daily circulation of some thirty
thousand papers.

The declarations of the “Association of University Students,” the “Association of
Economic Sciences Students,” the “Association of Students in the School of
Humanities,” in the capital. The declarations by the “Western Association of Law
Students,” and the “Salvador Orozco Circle,” both in Quetzaltenango. Another
prominent event had to do with the summons of the Foreign Minister that was issued by
congressmen JULIO VALLADARES CASTILLO and MARCO ANTONIO
VILLAMAR CONTRERAS, and the public letter issued by the latter.

The allegations emanating from within the Guatemalan Congress and the motion
presented by congressman VALLADARES CASTILLO of the PUR, at the request of the
Student Associations, calling for an investigation of the activities and camps at
Retalhuleu; the declaration by the “Federacion Auténoma Sindical;” the protest
demonstration and rally held in front of the United States Embassy in Guatemala City;

and the rally last October 20, the XV1 anniversary of the Guatemalan Revolution,
attended by the above mentioned FAS, the Sindicato de Pilotos Automovilistas, etc., were
all demonstrations of open solidarity with the Cuban revolution and outright rejection of
the military preparations taking place against Cuba, all of which had an impact on
YDIGORAS’ frame of mind and that of his “yanki” protectors.

The military uprising of November 13, 1960

The YDIGORAS government, consumed by a serious economic, political, and social
crisis, a substantial foreign debt, and completely discredited
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