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“ 15, SUMMARY: (Laave Blank)

53= Report furnishes information concerning use of Mexican Army troops to bring
under control student riots which occurred in Mexlco City the week of 29 July 1968.

Information concerning riot control equipment and training of “exlean Army also 1s
furnished. :

.......................................................... AW
1. W

Mexican Army units stationed in Mexico City were utilized to assist police i {_&
and riot police (Granaderos) in breaking up student riots which got out of control oh}‘DO
in Mexico City™during the week commencing 29 July 1968. Troops were first used at (\.QC" Oy
about 0030 hours, 30 July, when the Paratroop Battalion and elements of The Infantry|_ A 0{?1
Brigade, stationed at Military Camp Number 1 in Mexico City, dispersed rioting ] ’Q
students in Mexico City's central square (Zocalo) in a sharp action that lasted only Dol
about 30 minutes. Groups of students, including many in their early teens, gatherediq 0 O ©
during the day of 29 July and violence began in the city's central area about 2100. ..--»-l‘?ﬂ
Students threw stones and Molotov cocktails and set fire to buses which they had
confiscated earlier and used to barricade streets.. Federal and district police,
federal security police, secret service and the Corps of Granaderos, using tear gas
and night sticks, gave battle to the students, but were unahle to control the
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n Yavy officers there indicated con-

indicating that casual conversation with lexica (Leava Blank)§

siderable support for ndent. by ci 3 some criticism of their harsh
rreatment. Towever, o !

instructor at the Mex ) ! “In-Mexico City, reports that hileA FOIA B1
conversations with Army and Alr Force offilcers at the college indicates full support
for the government action and use of troops. One Mexican officer at the War College
ho has a relative assigned as a platoon leader in one of the units used to comtrol
the student situation, related that this relative told him the following storv: The
young officer's platoon was assigned to duty at one of the schools where students
vore demonstrating. The soldiers were standing on guard duty surrounding the school
and were subjected to considerable name-calling and taunting by the students, some
of whom spat on the soldiers. Fimally, a superior officer came around to the school
and issued instructions to the platoon leader to straighten the mattexr out.
Immediately, the soldiers went into action and dispersed the students, many of whom
they apprehended. These were taken inside the school building (out of sight from
the public) where they were then subjected by the soldiers to the hazing that
gtudents at the Military Academy (Heroico Academia !3litar) receive. DIA FOIA B1

4, =483= Participatio:
di

Task Force headed by Brig Gen Mazon Pineda reported directly to the S cretariat of
Defense, and did not come under the command or direction of the Mexico City Chief of
Police (as had been larpely assumed to be the case). HNe said that the Avmy had
responded to the mayor's réquest for assistance and he stressed (the official goyernd
ment line) that there had been no deaths. UYe said that all persoms taken into DIA FOIA B1
custody by the military were curned over as soon as possible to civil authorities.
A1l troops used were from the Mexico City area. ¢ ag he saw it, the
police and Army troops did mot violate the "autonomy” of the educational institu-
tions, but had really protected it, since the schools were heing "victimized" by
outside agitators. He sald that the intent of autonomy was to guarantee freedom

of jnstruction and exposure of students to all current theorles and teachings, but T,
not*to give a free hand to leftists agitators who had ulterior motives. Asled about ct
riot control equipment and training, that tlie Military Police b
pattalion (assigned to the lst Milltary Zone) had suc equipment similar to that of ( )(1)
the Granaderos (tear gds grenades, grenade launchers, gas masks and long "billy

clubs"). Also, the MP Battalion received special training on riot control. Xo ,
other Mexican Army units have any special riot control equipment, but all units do -

receive "some® riof control training. (This is believed to consist of little more -0
than normal baslc training of the soldler in extended order drill and use of the “rl
bayoher,.) o DIA FOIA B1 i -

5, =@y=A Mexlcan Army office e *.stated at a )
social function on : that the Mexican Government has "fairly-well established'| -
that the student riots were planded by "leftists and communlsts™ who wanted to bring C

"3iscredit" on Mexico City shortly before the Olympic Games scheduled to start in
October 1968. Reflecting growing concern of Mexlcan authorities concerning possible
further disorders during or before the Qlympics g
i vigdited
piot control. (An expedited requisition has been

Iﬁg materi {ect

dispatched.)

6. 89 If the joint commission proposed by the mayor (or any other authoritative R
body) establishes that there were in fact a number of student deaths and/or that .
the Granaderos and/or Army units were overly brutal, there may be further reper- ..
cussions. Tollowing the large 13 August demonstration and march, further student R
action can only be guesswork. It is believed that continued demonstrations, and ’ ¥ U
“Iparticularly any further violence, will endanger the success of the Olympics. R

7. 6= Attached to this report is a selection of photographs appearing in Mexlco
City newspapers showing Army troops and Granaderos "in action" during the riots. A
gtudy of the photos shows the soldiers with only thedr normal helmets, rifles and
bayonets, while the'Granaderos have gas masks, tear gas grenade launchers and billy

“fclubs. ) , .
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