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MEXICAN STUDENT STRIKE APPARENTLY WANING

The four-month-old student
strike in Mexicoc appears nearly
over oespite hard-line attempts
to continue the dispute with +the
government.

The Hational Student Strike
Council (CHE) wveoted on 20 HNo-
vember to end the strike, and
formal decisions by the indivi-
dual school assemblies mav socn
follow. Risine student attend-
ance, especiallv at the National
University, sreceded the deci-
sion and reflected student con-
cern over the impending less of
a Year's credit. The knowledge
that the government was preparad
tc take crastis action, includ-
ing closine all univ versities
may also have played a part in
the decisicn. Recent presiden-
tial acticns suggest the CoVern-
ment was lining up support for
a 'i'IE‘E:I.E‘ VE Stanz.

Some of the more radical
student grouzs, especially at
the National FDWytecrnlc Insti-
tute {IPN), the nation's second
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largest school, disagree with
what appears to be the general
gentiment for a return. "Sheck
groups," armed with machetes,
broke up an attempted meeting

at the National University law
school on 2 Degember, Other ex-
tremist efforts to continue the
strike included an attack op 27
Woveroer on students who had re-
turrned to class. The attack
lef: one dead and two seripusiy
wounded, This week, students
clasned with Mexico City bus
drivers over a slight fare rise.
Such incidents have provoked
general criticism, heowever, in
contrast to earlier public
symoathy for the students' cause,
and any further violence is un-
l1ikely to be coocrdinated or wide-
Epread.

Radicals mav desgert the
CHE=-some groups at IPN are
planning to form a National Fight
Council=--but barring & major
incident that could rekindle
tempers on both sides, most
stuaents will probably report
back by next week., SESRET
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